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May

12 Mon., NaturalResoucesComm.,7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Confact: JenniferRunqust (414) 332-5067

14 Wed, BoardMeeting,6pm
1845N. Farwel Ave., Milwaukee
Conact: LouisePeering (414) 351-3617

17 Sat., Internatn’lRel. Comm.,1:30pm
Topic: Arctic Meltdown: The Economic

and Securiy Implicationsof Global Warming.

AnneMorrisseys, 4215N. 100th St. #220.
Confact: MarianneSteigerwadl
(414)371-7836

21 Wed, Town Hall Meeting, 3:00-5:00pm
From Regidration to Recounts:
Improving Wisconsin's Election System

Italian Community Centr, 631E. ChicagoSt.

RSVPfor this FREE, limited capacityevent
Confact: LWV Milw aukeeCounty
(414)273-8683

21 Wed, Annual Meeting,
5:30 pm Social 6:00pm Dinner
[talian Community Cengr,
631 EastChicagoStreet
Keynot: JohnChisholm
District Attorney,MilwaukeeCouny
“Regoring Pubic Confidencen Public
Officials”
Reseve by May 12,2008- onlineor using
theforminside
Confact: JoannBarndt(414)962-5634

June

6& 7,Fri. pmé& Sat,
LWV Wiscongn AnnualMtg.
Pyle Center,702 LangdonSt., Madison,WI
Regstraton Deadlne: May 26,2008
Regpsterat www.lwvwisconsin.org
Confact; LouisePetring (414) 351-3617

11 Wed.,BoardMeeing & Bulletin Deadline,
6pm
1845N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Confact LouisePetering(414)351-3617

13-17 Fri. Afternoon- Tue.Morning
LWVUS Convention Portland,OR
RegstrationDeadline:May 30, 2008
Contact LouisePetering(414)351-3617

21 Sat.,Internatn’lRel. Comm.,1:30pm.
Topic: TransformingNations:How the WTO
Boosk EconomicsandOpensSocieties
Lucille Bowen’s4215N. 100thSt. #240
Confact MarianneSteigerwald
(414)371-7836

23 Mon., NaturalResource€omm.,6pm
4832N. Newhall, WhitefishBay
Topic: Water Gardens
Confact JenniferRunquist(414)332-5067

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Louise Pdering

League’s naticnal public policy postions
begn with “Repreentatve Govemment.”
Immedidely after thosewords, onereals,
“Promote an opengovemmental sysem
thatis represetative, acourtable and
respnsive.” No small featt That god is
thefocus of two eventswe hawe scheduled
on May 21¢ atthe Italian Commurity

Certer ard alsothe mativation for the Jure

6-7 LWV Wiscorsin
Annual Meetingin
Madison ard the
June 13-17
LWVUS
Conventon in
Partland, OR.

Repesemative gov-
ermmert in Wiscansin
deperndsto agreat

degreeon our state’s election system.
From 3-5p.m.on May 21stwe will look at
tha system aswell aspossble improve-
ments to it. “From Registration to
Recounts: Improving Wisoonsin's Eledion
System, ” will fedure preserters, a
respansepanel and audierce feedback.
Spaceis limited so sign up som.

Afterabrief bre&, we will assenble at
5:30 for our annuad meeting where
Milwaukee County District Attorney, Jchn
Chisholm, will spek on “Restoring Publc
Confidence in Public Officials,” akey ele-
ment of representative government.

While theseeverts cap our Leajue yea,
pleaseread the Annual Reportin the bul-
letin insert to fully appreciate our accom-
plishmants. Thenregister for both events
to better uncerstand the issues of
“Represertative Govemment” in
Wismnsin and Milwaukee Courty. Invite
friendsandcoworkersto join you. Please
see page 5 of this bulletin for details and
registration information.

Finally, I invite you to join mein Madison
at the LWVWI Annud Meeting, Jure 6
and 7 asone of nine Milwaukee County
ddegdes. If we adopt Predatory Lending
positionsat our own annud meeting on
May 21st we'll swinginto action and plan
to caucusfor con
currence with our
newly adopted
postionshy all
Wismnsn
Leagues. At the
state meeting, we
will hea
keynotes on
“Expanding the
Electorae: The
New Election
Reform Agerdd’ and “A Fair

continued on pg. 2



continued from pg. 1

andImpartal Judiciary.” And we will network andsocialize
with League memkersfrom aroundthe stae. If you would
like to be a ddegateor altemate pleasecontact me at (414)
351-3617. We will carpoolto Madison to sodalize and sawe
enagy!

MEMBERSHIP
Mary Stephaniak

Severteenwomenandmen havejoined Leaguesince
January 14 of this yea. GlendaAlexande, Anne Brooks,
Melanie Beresh Ellen Debbink,MicheleDerus, Verena
Fjemestad, NinaKohl, EdytheKerschling, Shana
McComts, Matthew andAbby Plummer, Russé and Marion
Retzadk, JuanRuiz, Marion Slavick, Marilyn Smits, and
Bonnie Vick. Welcometo League!

In joining very recentlyNinaKohl wrote“ | ammostinter-
esedin strenghening our denocracy,becauseour
Consiitution and Bill of Rightshavebeenunde siegein
recentyears. | should havejoinedthe Leaguelongago, but
I'm joining today as my own little personalprotest against
the way ABC mishand edthe presidentid debate | long for
the goad old dayswhenLWVwasin charge”

That's the sprit - of the womenandmenin Leaguewho are
“making denocracy work” locally, in Wisconsn and araund
the naion. You areamongthosewho have hdped our mem-
bership grow 7% in the lag yeat

LENDING PRACTICES
(Local Study) Special to the Leagueof Women Voters of
Milwaukee County, Michele Derus

Editor’s Note: Micheleis a memberof our local study and
receivedour Leagues supportfor her attendane at the
March 13th corference in Wauke$ia sponsord by the
Fecdera Reerve Bank of Chicago(nota government
agercy), UW-Extensionand UWEDA.. Her report follows.

Waulkesa - Mistakesandmalfeasancén the US mortgage
lending industry will costhundredof hillionsof dollars,
with taxpayerslikely stuck with a chunkof thebill, indugry
experts warned at a March 13 housingindusty corfererce
here.

The toll alreagy has surpased$100billion"and| dont see it
ending soon," said Thomas James,senia assisentattomey
generd for the Stateof Illi nois. "Nobody gets to walk on
this."

Confererce host Stevan W. Kuehl, consumer regultions
direcbor for the Feceral Reseve Bank of Chicago, agreed.
"More canand should be done"to minimize the damage
from a hog of unsoundloansthis decae - foreclosedhome
owners ruinedlenders anda creditmarket crippledby fea,
he said.

KueH's bank sponsoredthe confeenceat County Springs
Hotel to help Wisconsinofficials copewith mountirg fore-
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Predatory lending group: (I to r) Michele Derus, Matt
Plummer, Barb Hussin. Photo by Dorothy Dean (also a
member of the committee)

closues - 13,950last yea alone, according to Wisaonsin
Housing andEconomic Devdopment Authority. Nearly 200
people attended, many hungy for advice from the bank
whosegoveming board had justauthorized $200 billion in
28-day loars to banks in hopes of resbring the flow of mort-
gagemonegy in an indugry wradked by losses and scandal.

Nationally, lende's staved off about 700,00 foreclosuesin
the second half of lastyea by reworking loan terms with
lower interest rates or longer payoff times, Kuehl sad.
Meanwhil e, however, another 1.5 million people losttheir
homes- trapped by rising loan payments ard falling house
vaues,he noted. Conditionshawe further deteriorated this
year, hesad.

"In this environmert," KueH sad, "prindpal reduction may
bemore effedive."

Banks and finance conpanies are adamantly oppcsed to
redudng the amount people owe on ther homeloans, Kuehl
adknowledged. Their stance may sdtenwhen they do the
new math; recent foreclosure losse have exceeded 50% of
principal, he sad.

Blametimid regulators, gapsin automated loan undewriting
and a mortgage searritization processthatleavesno one
feeling respansible to the borrower, said Gregory D. Squres,
professa of saciology andpuldic policy at George
Wadhington University.

Squires painted Ameiica’s financia world as a caste sys
tem- with banks interested only in the privileged and high-
priced convenence lenders focused on everyore else Ripoff
artistshawking costly sulprime loans captalized on this dic-
thotomy;, capturing onefifth of the naiion's 2006 mortgage
market in the process,he noted

Commurities have been devastated by the resuting spate of
foreclosures, Squires sdd, but someare fighting back. The
Citiesof Clevelard and Baltimore recently filed lawstits
againstmortgage companiesthey claim had targeted their
population for unconscionable homeloandeals. "This may
be asign of thingsto come" the professorsad.

continued on pg. 3



Sois holding finarcial companies regponsible for sloppy
record-keepng, saidKenoshaattorneyDavid P. Liebowitz.
He is challenging foreclosuesbasedon the servce's loss
of the original mortgagenote- a conmon lapse during
repeatedsalesof loans Liebowitz said.Demanding such
proof is often suffi cientto getlendersto negotiate if not
invalidateaforeclasure, he said.

Meanwhile, degresedhousingconditionshavefostered a
national crime wawe in fleecingbeleagueed homeowners
of whatlittle equity they haveleft, saidfederal investga-
tors Brad Geay ard Ray Espinosaln thar 19and 17
yeas, regectively, with the US Dept. of HOusihg and
Urban Development's Office of Ingecta General, they
hawe seentwo previous roundsof housirg slump-related
crimes.But this new oneis worse,becaseit involves
orgarized and often vicious gangstheysad.

"Mortgage fraud is whereyou makethe money now,"
Geay sad. Gargs use red estatescans to grab quick cash
from degperde homeowness while laundeing money from
their other criminal enterpises he sai. In the pending fed-
erd criminal caseof MichaelLocke, Espinsossai the
gary usedanout-of-statelende for Milw aukee purchases.
Askedif other criminal enteprisesare milking this state's
red eshtemarlket, Gearysaidit's likely- but wouldnt elab-
orde.

"It's nat big city anymore," Gearysaidof gang-elaed
mortgage fraud. "It's eveywhere."

Geay andEspnosarepeatdly urgedlendes and under-
writersto stepforward andturn in shadyopeitors. Title
conpany execuivesalread/ do; "they're the oneswho have
to pay the claimson all thebadloans" Geay sad.

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION

State Study on Election Administration
with permission of PaulMalischke,

Secure, Accurate, Recourtable — How is Wisconsn
Doing? (12/16/07)

At the 2004 national conwvention, the League of WomenUS
relved to support “voting systens andproceduiesthat are
seare, accuate recounable...”.

At Convertion 2006, delegategpassedaresoluion to

“Af firm thatLWVUS suppots only voting systensthat are
designedsothat...

» The vote totals canbe verified by anindepexdenthand
count of the paper ballot/recod; and

» Rouine audits of the pgperballot/recod in randomly
sekded predncts canbe conductedn everyelection,and
the reaults published by thejurisdiction.”

Over80% of Wisconsin'svoters usepayer balots courted
by optical scantakulators. The remainingjurisdictions use
either hand-counted pape ballots,or Direct Realing
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Equipment (DRE), often calledtouchsaeers. The DRE's
are required by statute 5.91(18) to have a voter-verifiable
printout, and the printout is the record usel for recounts
(Statute 5.90).

How Does Wiscorsin Measure up to Seaure, Accurate,
and Recountable?

Seaure - Ballot security

Wiscmsin’s administrative rule (EIBd 5.01) for securing
voted bdlots has bee in place for alongtime. It is quite
stiict, and it hastheforce of law. It statesthan any access
mug leave “visibly discernible and inddible evidence of,
or record of, tha entry or aaccessinto the conaine.”
Howeve, election administrators acrossWiswnsin have
beenignoring this requirement. On election night, the pall-
workers typically usea simple plastic strap to closethe
neck of the ballot bag. This strap could be carefully
removed,and later replaced by another one purchasedfrom
ary hardware store, without leaving any sign of access. For
areoourt or anaudt, how canwe be sure the ball ots that
are being counted are realy the ballots the voters filled out?

At the September 2007 meding of the State Elections
Boad (SEB), | presented this situation to them. Ther legd
counsé agreed on the record tha the ballot security rule
was being largdy ignored. The Board unanimously agreed
to my proposalto erharce the rules with speeifi cs on using
more secure numlered seds. They also ageed to have the
Boad of Canvasses check a sample of bdlot bagsto
ensurecompliance. Theseerhancemertsto therule are
progressing through the rule approval process,which may
involve a public hearing andlegislative review.

Seaure —Memory Cards

The security of the memay media usedin voting machines
became an issuein ealy 2006. The National Assaiation of
State Election Directors (NASED) issied a diredive for
searing the memoly cards asa requirement of certification
of voting machines. Thisinvolved a pempetud chan of cus-
tody and sealing with numbered seals. Since then, the
Seaetaries of State of Cdifornia, Colorado, and Ohio have
overseen extensive studies by scientistsof voting machine
searity. From the Ohio study: “U nfortunately, thefind-
ingsin this study indicae that the compuer-basel voting
sysensin usein Ohio do not meet computer industry secu-
rity standards andare susceptible to breachesof security

continued on pg. 4

ABOUT LEAGUE: MEETING TYPES

Diff erentkinds of meetngsfoster different objectives.
League' Unit Discussion Meetings” enablemembes to talk
morein dept with oneanoher,devebp atopic or arrive at
consenss. Our “General Meetings” allow membergo hear
presenationsand askquestonsof presenters.Oftenthee
topics are discussd at subsquent' Unit Meetings.”




continued from pg. 3, Election Administration

that may jeopardze theintegity of the voting process.
Sweh safeguards wereneitherrequired by fedeal regulatory
authorities, nor voluntarily appliedto their sysemsby vot-
ing machine companies,astheseproducts were certified for
usein federal ard stateelections’

In Novemter 2007, the SEB appiovednew strict proce-
dures for memay cards,anddirectedstdf to compkte the
rulespromulgation proces. Whenfinished, the rule will
hawe theforce of law. However giventhe history of lax
adrerenceto the ballot searity rules,it is questonable how
much effectthe new rule will have.

Accurate

Accurecy of optical scantabulates is verified by pre-elec-
tionteging, audits, andoccasionamanuda recounts.

Pre-dection teding congsts of sendinga test deck through
the tabulator and chedking thatit countscorrectly. A public
testis required by statuie 5.84, butthereare no staewide
stanchrdsfor the procedures.For onetestthat | witnessel,
the refererdum tes deckhadtwo “yes’ votes and two “no”
votes. The clerk felt thatthe 2-2 resultwasadejuae, but it
coud have meart thatall voteswereflip-flopped. Ancther
dubious practiceis to usethetestmodebuilt-in to the new
voting machines This makesit quickerto run the test, but
arecent California reporton voting machine foundthat the
test mode sdtwaremight diff er from the Eledion Day soft-
ware. At the Novermber2007meeing of the SEB, |
requesedthatthey developrulesfor minimum statewide
stanchrdsfor teding procedues. Theyunanmously direct-
edstaff to begn the rule pronmulgationprocess.

Audits of the vote countswerediscusedat a recent Audit
Summit in Minnesta, attendedoy five Wisaonsh eledion
administrators and two pe@le from the Wisconsin LWV.
The summit defined auditsasfollows:“The audi of elec-
tion reallts, conductedafter the polls haveclosed and
before certification, by peiforming manwal countsof pgper
balots and voter-verifiable paperrecords in randonty
sekctedunits (e.g precinds) andcomnparing them to the
correspading eledronic or manualtallies, for the purpose
of verifying the election reault with a high level of confi-
dence.”

Sincethe summit, a groupof the attendeesndothers hawe
been discussing edablishing auditsin Wisoonsn. Cortact
the Wiscorsin office of the LWV if you are interestedin
further information or willing to participate in the audits.

Rewmuntable

In Wiscansin, cardidatesmayrequesrecouns. They are
conductedat no cog to the candidatef themargin is less
than one-half of one percent.

For reaunts of DRE's, the papertapesarecouned by
hand.

Optical scanballots are recountedby machine, according to
statute 5.90. Manual couns arerare singe they are only
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allowed if thereisa court order. From 1982 until 2006, the
Boad of Canvasses was alle to decide whether the
recount shoud be doneby hard or by machine. This law
resulted in sone manud couwnts, which seve asa verifica
tion of the accuracy of the machine resuits.

The opticd scan bdlots are typicdly tabulated using the
sameopticd scan memory pack tha was usal on election
night This meansthat if there was anerror on the memory
pack, it will berepeaed during the recount.

One means of preventing anerror is the pre-recount test
required by staute 5.90. Unfortunately, in four of five
recounts that | have witnes®drecently, the clerks have
skipped this pulic test In two cases, it wasskipped even
after | inquiredabaut it. | have proposel thatthe SEB
develop an itemized ward-by-ward checklist for recounts
that the Boards of Carnvasses mustinitial, and that the
results of the testare listed in the minutes of the recount.

Another problemis that the machinesmight not count cer-
tain bdlots sud as thosewhere the voter circles the name
instead of fillingin the oval or arrow. Boards of
Canvasses are dlowedto screen the ballots for thesesitua
tions and manudly court them, but they do not always do
this. The method of evaluaing thesetypes of bdlotsis
spdledoutin statute 7.502), healed “Eledor Intent”.

Obseavers

Perhaps the best way to ersurethat our election sysemsare
secure, accurae, and recountalle is to obsewe, and to raise
questons. Wisconsin hasgreat laws for open obseavation
of eledions,Boad of Canvasses meetings,arnd recounts.
The SEB hasan excellent website with extensive informa
tion onrules and procedues. You dorit haveto bean
expet in election law, but learning and focusing on one
areais an excellent way to make a difference.

West Allis unit meeting (I to r) Ruth Snedic, Dorothy Sherman,

Carole Garrison, and Joann Kreimendahl. Also present:
Natalie Kleman, Barb Hussin and Rosemary Bigelow. Photo
by Dorothy Dean



Save a Stamp and Reserve for Both Events!

From Registration to Recounts: Improving Wisconsin 's Election System

For Leaguers & the Public

Wednesday, May 21, 2008
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Italian Community Center Presenters:
631 E. Chicago St. Steve Huefner and Dan Tokaji
Milwaukee Professors at Ohio State University Moritz School of Law
&
Space is limited for this free event. ia”e_“Stlz dv. Legal C for the G A cability Board
: evin Kennedy, Legal Counsel for the Government Accountability Boar
Zﬁ:;ez;;.\(,\l;g%lsaéggg Neil Albrecht, Deputy Director of the Milwaukee Election Commission
Andrea Kaminski, Executive Director of League of Women Voters of WI

Since 2000, a great deal of attention has been devoted to the mechanics of elections throughout the country. There have
been numerous changes to state and federal laws, yet serious problems remain — and there is little consensus about what

should be done next.

You're invited to participate in a discussion of Wisconsin 's election system and what can be done to improve it. Joining
us will be Professors Steve Huefner and Dan Tokaji of the Ohio State University 's Moritz College of Law, co-authors of the
recent book, From Registration to Recounts: The Election Ecosystems of Five Midwestern States, funded through a grant
from the Joyce Foundation. This book takes an in-depth look at the election systems of Wisconsin and four other
Midwestern states, examining such issues as voting technology, illegal voting, voter registration, and recounts.

Professors Huefner and Tokaji will discuss their findings and recommendations, followed by a response panel with: Kevin
Kennedy, Legal Counsel for the Government Accountability Board; Neil Albrecht, Deputy Director of the Milwaukee
Election Commission; and Andrea Kaminski, Executive Director of League of Women Voters of Wisconsin. The discussion
will be an opportunity to focus on what the next step for election reform in Wisconsin should be.

For general information about the event, call Andrea at (608) 256-0827.

Annual Meeting - Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Join League members and guests for a stimulating program and meeting.

Italian Community Center Keynote Speaker

631 East Chicago Street, Milwaukee, WI 53202 John Chisolm, District Attorney, Milwaukee County
5:30 p.m. Social Hour with cash bar Restoring Public Confidence

6:00 p.m. Dinner followed by Keynote Speaker in Public Officials

Reserve by May 12: Online for $31.50 by May 15 at http:/lwvmilwaukee.org
OR
Complete and send the form below with your check for $30.00 to:
LWV Milwaukee Co. PO. Box 100785, Milwaukee, WI 53210-0785

LWV-MC Annual Meeting, May 21

Name(s) Phone
(included with the selections below are: Salad, Entrée, Starch, Fresh Vegetable, Italian Bread & Butter, Dessert and Beverage)

Broiled Fresh Fillet of Walleyed Pike Almondine
Roast Cornish Hen filled with Wild Rice Stuffing
Sicilian Pork Tenderloins in Italian breading topped with sautéed onions and peppers, with Marinara Sauce

| am unable to attend the Annual Meeting. Enclosed is a check to support the work of the League.
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—Join the League Today!

Become a menber of the Leagueof WomenVotersand hdp Make Democracy Work!

Dues[Circle One} $60Individual ~ $75 Housetold (2 or more individuals) $25 Student $25Limited Income
$100 Sustining (suppots $25 memkershps) $160 Certemial (supports action& activities)

Name HomePhone ( )

Address Work Phone( )

City Wil Zip e-mail

Involvemert [CheckOne]: Active_ orSuppating __ Interests

PleaseNote: Pleasecircle your preferred meansof cortact ard mail this form with your check to the League of Women Voters of
Milwaukee County, P.O. Box 100785, Milwaukee, WI 53210. Thark You. (Non-tax deductible contributions may be mack to the LWV
MilwaukeeCounty. Foratax decuctible gift to the LWV Milwaukee County, write a separateheck,minimum$50, payable to the LWV
Educaton Fund. Mail contributionsto the membeship dues addressalove.)

my

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

P.O. Box 100785
Milwaukee, WI 53210
414-273-8683
http://lwvmilwaukee.org
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