
Calendar

For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http:// lwvmilwaukee.org

May

12 Mon., NaturalResourcesComm.,7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist (414)332-5067

14 Wed., BoardMeeting,6pm
1845N. Farwell Ave.,Mi lwaukee
Contact:LouisePetering(414)351-3617

17 Sat., Internatn’lRel.Comm.,1:30pm
Topic: Arctic Meltdown: TheEconomic
and Security Implicationsof GlobalWarming.
AnneMorrissey’s,4215N. 100thSt.#220.
Contact:MarianneSteigerwald
(414)371-7836

21 Wed., Town Hall Meeting, 3:00-5:00pm
From Registration to Recounts:
Improving Wisconsin's Election System
Italian Community Center,631E. ChicagoSt.
RSVPfor this FREE, limited capacityevent
Contact: LWV Milw aukeeCounty
(414)273-8683

21 Wed., Annual Meeting,
5:30 pm Social, 6:00pm Dinner
Italian Community Center,
631EastChicagoStreet
Keynote: JohnChisholm,
District Attorney,Mi lwaukeeCounty
“Restoring Public Confidencein Public
Offic ials”
Reserve by May 12,2008- onlineor using
theform inside
Contact: JoannBarndt(414)962-5634

June

6 & 7, Fri. pm & Sat.,
LWV Wisconsin AnnualMtg.
Pyle Center,702LangdonSt.,Madison,WI
Registration Deadline:May 26,2008
Registerat www.lwvwisconsin.org
Contact:LouisePetering(414)351-3617

11 Wed.,BoardMeeting & Bulletin Deadline,
6pm
1845N. FarwellAve., Milwaukee
Contact: LouisePetering(414)351-3617

13-17 Fri. Af ternoon– Tue.Morning
LWVUS Convention,Portland,OR
RegistrationDeadline:May 30,2008
Contact: LouisePetering(414)351-3617

21 Sat.,Internatn’lRel. Comm.,1:30pm.
Topic: TransformingNations:How theWTO
Boosts EconomicsandOpensSocieties
Lucille Bowen’s4215N. 100thSt.#240
Contact: MarianneSteigerwald
(414)371-7836

23 Mon., NaturalResourcesComm.,6pm
4832N. Newhall, WhitefishBay
Topic: Water Gardens
Contact: JenniferRunquist(414)332-5067

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Louise Petering

League’s national public policy positions
begin with “Representative Government.”
Immediately after thosewords,onereads,
“Promote anopengovernmental system
that is representative,accountable and
responsive.” No small feat! That goal is
thefocus of two eventswe have scheduled
on May 21st at theItalian Community
Center and alsothe motivation for theJune
6-7 LWV Wisconsin
Annual Meetingin
Madison and the
June13-17
LWVUS
Convention in
Portland, OR.

Representative gov-
ernment in Wisconsin
depends to a great

degreeon our state’s election system.
From 3-5p.m.on May 21stwe wil l look at
that system aswell aspossible improve-
ments to it. “From Registration to
Recounts: Improving Wisconsin’s Election
System, ” wil l feature presenters,a
responsepanel and audiencefeedback.
Spaceis limited so sign up soon.

After a brief break, we will assemble at
5:30 for our annual meeting where
MilwaukeeCounty District Attorney, John
Chisholm, will speak on “Restoring Public
Confidence in Public Officials,” a key ele-
ment of representative government.

While theseevents capour League year,
pleasereadtheAnnual Report in thebul-
letin insert to fully appreciate our accom-
plishments. Thenregister for both events
to better understand theissues of
“Representative Government” in
Wisconsin and Milwaukee County. Invite
friendsandcoworkers to join you. Please
see page5 of this bulletin for details and
registration information.

Finally, I invite you to join mein Madison
at theLWVWI Annual Meeting, June 6
and 7 asoneof nine Milwaukee County
delegates. If we adopt Predatory Lending
positionsat our own annual meeting on
May 21st, we’ll swing into action and plan

to caucusfor con-
currence with our
newly adopted
positionsby all
Wisconsin
Leagues. At the
state meeting, we
will hear
keynotes on
“Expanding the
Electorate: The
New Election

ReformAgenda” and “A Fair
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andImpartial Judiciary.” And we will network andsocialize
with League membersfrom aroundthestate. If you would
like to be a delegateor alternate pleasecontact meat (414)
351-3617. We will carpoolto Madison to socializeand save
energy!

MEMBERSHIP
Mary Stephaniak

Seventeenwomenandmen havejoinedLeaguesince
January 1st of this year. GlendaAlexander, AnneBrooks,
Melanie Benesh, Ellen Debbink,MicheleDerus,Verena
Fjermestad,NinaKohl, EdytheKerschling,Shana
McCombs, Matthew andAbby Plummer, Russel and Marion
Retzack, JuanRuiz, Marion Slavick,Marilyn Smits,and
Bonnie Vick. Welcometo League!

In joining very recentlyNinaKohl wrote “ I ammost inter-
estedin strengthening our democracy,becauseour
Constitution and Bill of Rightshavebeenunder siegein
recentyears. I should havejoinedtheLeaguelongago, but
I'm joining today as myown little personalprotest against
the way ABC mishandledthepresidential debate. I long for
the good old dayswhenLWVwasin charge!”

That’s the spiri t - of the womenandmenin Leaguewho are
“making democracy work” locally, in Wisconsin and around
the nation. You areamongthosewho have helped our mem-
bership grow 7% in thelast year!

LENDING PRACTICES
(LocalStudy) Special to theLeagueof Women Voters of
Mi lwaukeeCounty, MicheleDerus

Editor’s Note: Micheleis a memberof our local study and
receivedour League’s supportfor her attendance at the
March 13th conference in Waukesha sponsored by the
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago(not a government
agency),UW-Extension,andUWEDA. Her report follows.

Waukesha - Mistakesandmalfeasancein theUS mortgage
lending industry will costhundredsof bil lionsof dollars,
with taxpayerslikely stuck with a chunkof thebill , industry
experts warnedat a March 13 housingindustry conference
here.

The toll already has surpassed$100billi on "andI don't see it
ending soon," said Thomas James,senior assistantattorney
general for the Stateof Illi nois. "Nobody gets to walk on
this."

Conferencehost Steven W. Kuehl, consumer regulations
director for the FederalReserve Bankof Chicago,agreed.
"More canand should bedone"to minimize thedamage
from a host of unsoundloansthis decade - foreclosedhome-
owners, ruinedlenders anda creditmarket crippledby fear,
hesaid.

Kuehl's bank sponsoredtheconferenceat Country Springs
Hotel to help Wisconsinofficials copewith mounting fore-

closures - 13,950last year alone,according to Wisconsin
Housing andEconomic Development Authority. Nearly 200
people attended, many hungry for advicefrom thebank
whosegoverning board had justauthorized$200 billion in
28-day loans to banks in hopes of restoring theflow of mort-
gagemoney in an industry wracked by losses and scandal.

Nationally, lenders staved off about 700,000 foreclosures in
the second half of last year by reworking loan terms with
lower interest rates or longer payoff times,Kuehl said.
Meanwhile,however, another 1.5mill ion people lost their
homes- trappedby rising loan payments and falling house
values,he noted. Conditionshave further deterioratedthis
year, hesaid.

"In this environment," Kuehl said, "principal reduction may
bemore effective."

Banks and financecompanies are adamantly opposed to
reducing theamount people owe on their homeloans,Kuehl
acknowledged. Their stance may softenwhen they do the
new math; recent foreclosure losses have exceeded50%of
principal, hesaid.

Blametimid regulators,gapsin automatedloanunderwriting
and a mortgagesecuritization processthat leavesno one
feeling responsible to the borrower, said Gregory D. Squires,
professor of sociology andpublic policy at George
Washington University.

Squires painted America's financial world as a caste sys-
tem- with banks interested only in theprivileged and high-
pricedconvenience lenders focused on everyone else. Ripoff
artistshawking costly subprimeloanscapitalizedon this dic-
thotomy, capturing one-fi fth of thenation's 2006 mortgage
market in theprocess,henoted.

Communities have been devastated by theresulting spate of
foreclosures,Squires said, but someare fighting back. The
Citiesof Cleveland and Baltimorerecently filed lawsuits
againstmortgagecompaniesthey claim hadtargeted their
population for unconscionable homeloandeals. "This may
bea sign of thingsto come," theprofessorsaid.
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Predatory lending group: (l to r) Michele Derus, Matt
Plummer, Barb Hussin. Photo by Dorothy Dean (also a
member of the committee)



Sois holding financial companies responsible for sloppy
record-keeping, saidKenoshaattorneyDavid P.Liebowitz.
He is challenging foreclosuresbasedon theservicer's loss
of theoriginal mortgagenote- a common lapse during
repeatedsalesof loans, Liebowitz said.Demandingsuch
proof is often suffi cient to get lendersto negotiate if not
invalidatea foreclosure,hesaid.

Meanwhile, depressedhousingconditionshavefostered a
national crime wave in fleecingbeleaguered homeowners
of what little equity theyhaveleft, saidfederal investiga-
tors BradGeary and Ray Espinosa.In their 19 and 17
years, respectively, with theUS Dept.of HOusing and
UrbanDevelopment's Office of Inspector General, they
have seentwo previousroundsof housing slump-related
crimes.But this new oneis worse,becauseit involves
organizedand often viciousgangs,theysaid.

"Mortgagefraud is whereyou makethemoney now,"
Geary said. Gangs use real estatescams to grab quick cash
from desperate homeowners while laundering money from
their other criminal enterprises, hesaid. In thepending fed-
eral criminal caseof MichaelLocke,Espinsoasaid the
gang usedanout-of-statelender for Milw aukee purchases.
Askedif other criminal enterprisesare milking this state's
real estatemarket,Gearysaidit's likely- but wouldn't elab-
orate.

"It's not big city anymore," Gearysaidof gang-related
mortgage fraud. "It's everywhere."

Geary andEspinosarepeatedly urgedlenders and under-
writersto stepforward andturn in shadyoperators.Title
company executivesalready do; "they're theoneswho have
to pay the claimson all thebadloans," Geary said.

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION
State Study on Election Administrat ion
with permission of PaulMalischke,

Secure, Accurate, Recountable – How is Wisconsin
Doing? (12/16/07)

At the2004 national convention, theLeagueof WomenUS
resolved to support “voting systems andproceduresthat are
secure, accurate, recountable....”.

At Convention 2006, delegatespasseda resolution to

“Af firm thatLWVUS supports only voting systemsthat are
designedsothat...

• The vote totalscanbeverif ied by anindependenthand
count of thepaper ballot/record; and

• Routine audits of thepaperballot/record in randomly
selectedprecincts canbeconductedin everyelection,and
the results publishedby thejurisdiction.”

Over80% of Wisconsin’svoters usepaper ballots counted
by optical scantabulators. Theremainingjurisdictionsuse
either hand-countedpaper ballots,or Direct Reading

Equipment (DRE), often calledtouchscreens. TheDRE’s
are required by statute5.91(18) to have a voter-verif iable
printout, and theprintout is therecord used for recounts
(Statute 5.90).

How DoesWisconsin Measure up to Secure, Accurate,
and Recountable?

Secure - Ballot secur ity

Wisconsin’s administrative rule (ElBd 5.01) for securing
voted ballots has been in place for a long time. It is quite
strict, and it hastheforceof law. It statesthan any access
must leave “visibly discernible and indelible evidence of,
or record of, that entry or accessinto the container.”
However, election administratorsacrossWisconsin have
beenignoring this requirement. On election night, thepoll-
workers typically usea simple plastic strap to closethe
neck of theballot bag. This strap could becarefully
removed,and later replacedby another one purchasedfrom
any hardware store, without leaving any sign of access. For
a recount or anaudit, how canwe besure the ballots that
are being counted are really theballots thevoters fi lled out?

At theSeptember 2007meeting of theState Elections
Board (SEB), I presentedthis situation to them. Their legal
counsel agreed on the record that theballot security rule
was being largely ignored. The Board unanimously agreed
to my proposalto enhancethe rules with specifics on using
more secure numberedseals. They also agreed to have the
Board of Canvassers check a sample of ballot bagsto
ensurecompliance. Theseenhancements to therule are
progressing through the rule approval process,which may
involve a public hearing andlegislative review.

Secure – Memory Cards

The security of the memory media usedin voting machines
becamean issuein early 2006.TheNationalAssociation of
State Election Directors (NASED) issued a directive for
securing the memory cards asa requirement of certification
of voting machines. This involved a perpetual chain of cus-
tody and sealing with numbered seals. Since then, the
Secretaries of State of Cali fornia,Colorado, and Ohio have
overseenextensive studies by scientistsof voting machine
security. From the Ohio study: “Unfortunately, thefind-
ingsin this study indicate that thecomputer-based voting
systems in usein Ohio do not meet computer industry secu-
rity standardsandare susceptible to breachesof security
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ABOUT LEAGUE: MEETING TYPES
Diff erentkindsof meetingsfoster different objectives.
League“Unit Discussion Meetings” enablemembers to talk
morein depth with oneanother,develop a topic or arrive at
consensus. Our “General Meetings” allow membersto hear
presentationsand askquestionsof presenters.Oftenthese
topics are discussed at subsequent“Unit Meetings.”



that mayjeopardize theintegrity of thevoting process.
Such safeguardswereneitherrequiredby federal regulatory
authorities, nor voluntarily appliedto their systemsby vot-
ing machinecompanies,astheseproducts were certif ied for
usein federaland stateelections.”

In November 2007, theSEBapprovednew strict proce-
dures for memory cards,anddirectedstaff to complete the
rulespromulgation process. Whenfinished, therule will
have theforceof law. However, giventhehistory of lax
adherenceto theballot security rules,it is questionable how
much effect the new rule will have.

Accurate

Accuracy of optical scantabulators is verified by pre-elec-
tion testing, audits, andoccasionalmanual recounts.

Pre-election testing consistsof sendinga test deck through
the tabulator and checking that it countscorrectly. A public
test is required by statute 5.84,but thereare no statewide
standardsfor the procedures.For onetestthat I witnessed,
the referendum test deckhadtwo “yes” votes and two “no”
votes. The clerk felt that the2-2 resultwasadequate, but it
could have meant thatall voteswereflip-flopped. Another
dubiouspractice is to usethetestmodebuilt-in to the new
voting machines. This makesit quickerto run the test, but
a recent California reporton voting machines foundthat the
test mode softwaremight diff er from theElection Day soft-
ware. At the November2007meeting of theSEB,I
requestedthat they developrulesfor minimumstatewide
standardsfor testing procedures. Theyunanimously direct-
edstaff to begin the rule promulgationprocess.

Audits of thevote countswerediscussedat a recent Audit
Summit in Minnesota,attendedby five Wisconsin election
administratorsand two people from theWisconsin LWV.
The summit defined auditsasfollows:“Theaudit of elec-
tion results, conductedafter thepolls haveclosed and
beforecertification, by performing manual countsof paper
ballotsand voter-verifiablepaperrecords in randomly
selectedunits (e.g. precincts) andcomparing them to the
corresponding electronic or manualtallies, for thepurpose
of verifying the election result with a high level of confi-
dence.”

Sincethe summit, a groupof the attendeesandothers have
been discussing establishingauditsin Wisconsin. Contact
the Wisconsin office of theLWV if you are interestedin
further information or willing to participate in theaudits.

Recountable

In Wisconsin, candidatesmayrequest recounts. They are
conductedat no cost to thecandidateif themargin is less
thanone-half of onepercent.

For recounts of DRE’s, thepapertapesarecountedby
hand.

Optical scanballots are recountedby machine,according to
statute5.90. Manual counts arerare since theyare only

allowed if there is a court order. From 1982 until 2006, the
Board of Canvassers was able to decide whether the
recount should bedoneby hand or by machine. This law
resulted in some manual counts,which serve asa verifica-
tion of the accuracy of the machine results.

The optical scan ballots are typically tabulated using the
sameoptical scan memory pack that was used on election
night. This means that if there was anerror on the memory
pack, it will berepeated during therecount.

Onemeansof preventing anerror is thepre-recount test
required by statute 5.90. Unfortunately, in four of five
recounts that I have witnessedrecently, theclerks have
skipped this public test. In two cases, it wasskipped even
after I inquiredabout it. I have proposed that the SEB
develop an itemized ward-by-ward checklist for recounts
that the Boardsof Canvassers mustinitial, and that the
results of the testare listed in theminutes of therecount.

Another problemis that the machinesmight not count cer-
tain ballots, such as thosewhere thevoter circles thename
insteadof fil ling in theoval or arrow. Boardsof
Canvassers are allowedto screen the ballots for thesesitua-
tions and manually count them, but they do not always do
this. The method of evaluating thesetypes of ballots is
spelledout in statute 7.50(2), headed “Elector Intent” .

Observers

Perhaps the best way to ensurethat our election systemsare
secure,accurate, and recountable is to observe, and to raise
questions. Wisconsin hasgreat laws for open observation
of elections,Board of Canvassers meetings,and recounts.
The SEB hasanexcellent website with extensive informa-
tion on rules and procedures. You don’t have to bean
expert in election law, but learning and focusing on one
areais an excellent way to make a difference.
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West Allis unit meeting (l to r) Ruth Snedic, Dorothy Sherman,
Carole Garrison, and Joann Kreimendahl. Also present:
Natalie Kleman, Barb Hussin and Rosemary Bigelow. Photo
by Dorothy Dean
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Annual Meeting - Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Join League members and guests for a stimulating program and meeting.

Reserve by May 12: Online for $31.50 by May 15 at http://lwvmilwaukee.org
OR

Complete and send the form below with your check for $30.00 to:
LWV Milwaukee Co. P.O. Box 100785, Milwaukee, WI 53210-0785

LWV-MC Annual Meeting, May 21

Name(s)__________________________________________ Phone____________________

(included with the selections below are: Salad, Entrée, Starch, Fresh Vegetable, Italian Bread & Butter, Dessert and Beverage)

_____ Broiled Fresh Fillet of Walleyed Pike Almondine

_____ Roast Cornish Hen filled with Wild Rice Stuffing

_____ Sicilian Pork Tenderloins in Italian breading topped with sautéed onions and peppers, with Marinara Sauce

_____ I am unable to attend the Annual Meeting. Enclosed is a check to support the work of the League.

Italian Community Center
631 East Chicago Street, Milwaukee, WI 53202
5:30 p.m. Social Hour with cash bar
6:00 p.m. Dinner followed by Keynote Speaker

Keynote Speaker
John Chisolm, District Attorney, Milwaukee County

Restoring Public Confidence
in Public Officials

From Registration to Recounts: Improving Wisconsin 's Election System

For Leaguers & the Public

Wednesday, May 21, 2008
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Since 2000, a great deal of attention has been devoted to the mechanics of elections throughout the country. There have
been numerous changes to state and federal laws, yet serious problems remain – and there is little consensus about what
should be done next.

You're invited to participate in a discussion of Wisconsin 's election system and what can be done to improve it. Joining
us will be Professors Steve Huefner and Dan Tokaji of the Ohio State University 's Moritz College of Law, co-authors of the
recent book, From Registration to Recounts: The Election Ecosystems of Five Midwestern States, funded through a grant
from the Joyce Foundation. This book takes an in-depth look at the election systems of Wisconsin and four other
Midwestern states, examining such issues as voting technology, illegal voting, voter registration, and recounts.

Professors Huefner and Tokaji will discuss their findings and recommendations, followed by a response panel with: Kevin
Kennedy, Legal Counsel for the Government Accountability Board; Neil Albrecht, Deputy Director of the Milwaukee
Election Commission; and Andrea Kaminski, Executive Director of League of Women Voters of Wisconsin. The discussion
will be an opportunity to focus on what the next step for election reform in Wisconsin should be.

For general information about the event, call Andrea at (608) 256-0827.

Presenters:

Steve Huefner and Dan Tokaji
Professors at Ohio State University Moritz School of Law
&
Panelists
Kevin Kennedy, Legal Counsel for the Government Accountability Board
Neil Albrecht, Deputy Director of the Milwaukee Election Commission
Andrea Kaminski, Executive Director of League of Women Voters of WI

Italian Community Center
631 E. Chicago St.
Milwaukee

Space is limited for this free event.
Please RSVP by calling
(414) 273-(VOTE) 8683

Save a Stamp and Reserve for Both Events!
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P.O. Box 100785
Milwaukee, WI 53210
414-273-8683
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

Join the League Today!
Become a member of theLeagueof WomenVotersand help Make Democracy Work!
Dues[Circle One]: $60Individual $75 Household (2 or more individuals) $25Student $25Limited Income

$100 Sustaining (supports $25 memberships) $160 Centennial (supports action& activities)

Name __________________________________________________________________ HomePhone(_____)__________________

Address________________________________________________________________ Work Phone(_____)__________________

City_______________________________ WI Zip ________ e-mail ________________________________________________

Involvement [CheckOne]: Active____ or Supporting ____ Interests_________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PleaseNote: Pleasecircle your preferredmeansof contact and mail this form with your check to theLeague of Women Voters of
Milwaukee County, P.O. Box 100785, Milwaukee, WI 53210. Thank You. (Non-tax deductiblecontributionsmay bemade to the LWV
MilwaukeeCounty. For a tax deductible gif t to the LWV MilwaukeeCounty, write a separatecheck,minimum$50,payable to theLWV
Education Fund. Mail contributionsto the membershipdues addressabove.)

Reserve Today!

Improving WI Elections Meeting

3-5 pm, May 21

Annual Meeting, Chisholm Keynote

5:30 pm, May 21

See registration forms on page 5

®


