
Calendar

April

18 Wed– Unit Discussion Meetings
Consensus:“ConvenienceLending”
Chooseyour location& time belowand
BRING THIS BULLETIN & see
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

AFTERNOON UNIT, West,1 pm
St. Matthew’s Church
1615WauwatosaAve.
Contact:Minna Jones(414)476-5249

EVENING UNITS

EAST – 6:30pm
ShorewoodPublicLibrary,
Community Rm. South
Contact:BarbaraHussin(414)351-0819

WEST– 7:30pm
Location Varies
Contact:RuthSnedic (414) 771-7690

23 Mon. – 9:15am,Intern’l RelationsCommittee
Topics:Backgroundof BanKi-moon,
UN Sect.General&
Recommendationsfor UN Reform
Dilys Spransy’s home
3304N. CambridgeAve.
Contact: MarianneSteigerwald
(414)371-7836

May

7 Mon – 5:30pmSocial, 6pmDinner
LWV Milwaukee County Annual Meeting
Keynote: The Honorable Shirley
Abrahamson
Chief Justice, Wisconsin Supreme Court
Italian Community Center
631EastChicagoStreet
Reserve by noonMay 1 (FormInside)
Contact:AngelaMcKenzie,414/933-3629

9 Wed– BoardMeeting
WashingtonParkLibrary
2121N. ShermanBlvd.
Contact:LouisePetering,414/351-3617

14 Mon – Campaign FinanceReform Forum
6:30-8pm
AmericanSerbHall
1501W. OklahomaAvenue
Milw aukee,Wisconsin
Contact: Terry Ross
www.commoncause.org/wi or
LouisePetering,414/351-3617

20 Sun– InternationalRelationsCommittee,
10:30am
Brunchat Maxwell’s Restaurant
1005S. MoorlandRoad,Brookfield
Contact: MarianneSteigerwald,414/476-9272

21 Mon – NaturalResourcesCommittee
JenniferRunquist’shome
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact: JenniferRunquist,414/332-5067

June

9-11 Sat-Mon - LWVUS Council
(Washington)

15-16 Fri & Sat - LWV WI SCONSIN
CONVENTION
GreenBay, Regency Suites
(See Leader’s Linesin this bulletin)
Contact: LouisePetering,
414/351-3617

13 Wed- Board Meeting & Bulletin
Deadline
Washington Park Library
2121 N. ShermanBlvd.
Contact: LouisePetering,
414/351-3617

25 Mon – International Committee,
9:15am
Topic: Building anOpenandInclusive
Regional Architecture for Asia
Lucille Bowen’s home
4215 N 100th Street, Apt. 240
Contact: MarianneSteigerwald
414/476-9272

25 Mon - Natural Resources Committee
Jennifer Runquist’s home
3002E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
Contact: Jennifer Runquist,
414/332-5067

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY
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414-273-8683
New web site! http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

ANNUAL MEETING

Monday, May 7
5:30 pm

Italian Community Center

Hear Keynoter

The Honorable
Shirley Abrahamson,

Chief Justice,
Wisconsin Supreme Court.

Reservation form is attached.

BRING THIS BULLETIN TO THE
APRIL UNIT DISCUSSION MEETING

You’ll need it for local
study consensus.



LEADERS LINES
LouisePetering,Co-Presidents

Several key eventscapour Leagueyear, theAnnual Meeting
on May 7th featuring keynoter,The Honorable Shirley
Abrahamson, Chief Justiceof the Wisconsin SupremeCourt;a
public forum on May 14, “Corruption and Campaign finance
Reform in Wisconsin;” and the LWV WisconsinConvention in
Green Bay. Please reservefor the annual meeting now using
the form in this bulletin or by going to our website,
http://lwvmilwaukee.org. Take time to socialize with League
friends and guests, enjoyour keynoter,andhelp decide the
futuredirection of our League.

Updateyourself on campaignfinance reform issues and attend
the LeagueCo-sponsoredforum at 6:30pm,May 14that Serb
Hall. Panelists includeJayHeck, Executive Director, common
Causein Wisconsin; JeanetteBell, Mayor of WestAllis; State
Senator Tim Carpenter (D- Mi lwaukee); E. Michael McCann,
MilwaukeeCounty District Attorney 1968-2006;and Mordecai
Lee,UW-MilwaukeeProfessor of Government Affairs and for-
mer StateSenatorand Representative.

Finally, I invite you to join me in the action at State
Convention in Green Bay,June15 and 16 as a delegate.
Convention is a biennialevent at which local Leaguedelegates
and membersat largemeetto discussandvoteon issuesof
League policy and administration. Conventionis thetime
when new studiesare selected, positions are revised and
bylaws changed. It is alsoan educational event,with expert
speakerson a variety of topics informing members on current
issues,possible topicsfor future study andeffective methods
of policy influence.Finally, Convention is an excellentoppor-
tunity to network andsocialize with Leaguemembers from
around thestate. All membersare welcomeandencouragedto
attendConvention asvisitors.Time is provided for visitors to
caucus with their delegatesbefore votes are cast. Stay con-
nectedandinformed; get to know other Leaguers at conven-
tion. Local Leaguessendone voting delegate to Convention
for every 15 members,sothere is room for YOU! If you
would like to bea delegate or alternateplease contact meat
(414) 351-3617.

TREASURER’S NOTE
Susan Slocum

Enclosedin this newsletter alongwith AnnualMeeting
materials you wil l find theProposedBudget for the2007-
2008FiscalYear.In reviewing the financial reporting for-
matusedby theLWVM C this past year, theboardfelt we
neededto moreprecisely forecasttheLeague’s financial
needs andbreakdownour incomeand actual costs for oper-
ations andeducational programming.You wil l find that the
new format is alsoquitedetailed.AlthoughLWVMC stil l
tracks monthly incomeand expenseby educational and
non-educationalprogramming,asin thepast, this budget
combinestheLWVMC operating budget and theLWVMC
education fund budget to give you a complete pictureof our
total operations.

As you read throughthebudget, there are a few itemsthat
we would like to mention.On theincomeside, 1) we have
split out thedifferent levels of membership,and 2) dueto
our successful ENR revenue,we have invested $5,000.00in
a CD. On theexpense side, 3) all expense categoriesare
listed in more detail, 4) there is no budgetallowancefor the
website becauseour contract runsfor two years, & 5) We
have added an expense line for rent, anticipating a part time
centralizedoffice space. Finally, 6) we haveaddedan
incomeand expense category for special events, anticipat-
ing increased fundraising.

We hopethatyou enjoy thenew financial reporting format.
Please direct any questionsand/orconcernsto Susan
Slocum,Treasurer.

MEMBERSHIP
Mary Stefaniak and Gloria Weiskotten, Membership Co-
Chairs

Kit Halloran-O’M eara was honoredMarch 21st at a
reception at City Hall for hernineyears of dedicatedserv-
ice as Leaguerepresentative to theCity of Milw aukee
Ethics Board. Many thanksKit for your devotedservice on
behalf of thecitizensof Mil waukee and League. Fran
Swigart, was appointed asLeaguerepresentative to the
City EthicsBoard but is currently ailing. Keep Franin your
thoughts. Member Barbara Maher called our attention to
Marquette U’s featureof Sister Mary Ellen Paulson, better
knownas “Sme,” in thealumni profile columnof their
magazine. Spunkyis an apt description for someone who
has served asa substituteteacher in MPSfor thepast 20
years andreplies to student comments like “You’re crazy”
with “Shhh,don’t tell !” Congratulations“Sme!”

LOCAL STUDY:
LENDING INDUSTRY PRACTICES
Dorothy Dean, Chair

Editor’s Note: Thearticle below beginswith a brief summa-
ry of Leaguepositionswhere onemight lookfor advocacy
support regarding lending practices that demonstratesnone
exists. Thearticle then proceedsto clarify thedivision of
thestudy, andlooksat several forms of “convenient lend-
ing.” For more reports aboutall aspects of these practices,
seetheLeagueof Women Voters of Milwaukee County web
site, http://lwvmilwaukee.org/local_study.html. Remember,
bring this article to the units on April 18th!

There are certain lendingpractices and lendingproducts
that are controversial. Legislation is being draftedto
address concernsabout these practices and products. The
first question then is: does theLeaguehave any positions
that would permit local and state Leaguechapters to adopt
positionsand take action. A review of theLeaguepositions
shows nonethat cover this situation.

A local study’s consensuswill look primarily at actionsthat
canbetaken locally. An examination of thefull scope of
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lending issuesnecessarily revealsanintermingling of reg-
ulations at otherthanlocal levels.

Current National League Positions Do Not Cover
Lending Practices:

The League’s position on Urban Policy deals primarily
with federalgovernmentresponsibility to communities
and thetargetedtransfer of federal tax dollars to urban
areas for economic development activities, tax credits,
loanguaranteesandsubsidiesto business; expanding the
stock of housing.

The emphasisin League’s position on Meeting Basic
Human Needs is on incomeandservicessufficient to
meettheneedfor food,health care programs and housing.
Housing in this context is simply a placeto live.

The League’s position on Equality of Opportuni ty rec-
ognizesthenecessaryrolesof all levels of government in
providing “equality of opportunity for education, employ-
mentandhousing for all personsin theUnited States. . .”

In our Milwaukeeareathere is concern for thepossible
deleteriouseffects of thelending practices of privatebusi-
nesses. Thereis recognition of possible abusesin the
businessof lending or of housingas anything more thana
safe placeto live. Housingis actually theprimary way
that onegenerationaccumulateswealth and passes it on to
the next. This importantaspect of housingaswealth
affects thereceiving generation’s ability to payfor higher
education, betterhealth care,etc. There is a needto study
lending for its own sake; for its impact on thelives of
individuals, famili es, and entire communities.

Predatory Lending and
Convenient Lending & Division of Study

Both of thesetypesof lending are thesubjectsof legisla-
tion andserious public policy discussion at all levelsof
governmentaswell as concern on thepart of consumer
advocatesandsomelendingbusinesses.

As thestudy committeebegan, it quickly becameapparent
that we should tackleconvenient lending first for a num-
ber of reasons,themostimportantbeing that it is easier to
define. Therearegenerally accepteddefinitionsin the
industry and amongconsumer advocatesandproponents
of convenient lending. Predatory lendingis muchmore
diffi cult to define.

Predatory lending is called a growth industry. It is a
loanusually largerthan$10,000. Its primary identifier is
that the borrower’s house is thesecurity for theloan.
What causestheterm “predatory” to beused is that some
terms of the loanagreement are nonstandardand/orresult
in a loanproduct that is detrimental to theborrower.
Predatory loansmaybefirst or secondmortgages,home
equity loans, or debtconsolidation loans

The debtconsolidation loansand thehome equity loans

are most often ways of turning unsecureddebt (credit
cards, medical bills) into debt secured by theconsumer's
home, puttingthehomeat greater risk.

Home loansare regulatedby theWisconsin Department of
Financial Institutionsand by federal agencies.There are
local and national efforts to deal with predatory loans leg-
islatively. Several stateshave laws regulating predatory
lending.Most do not. There is a growing effort at the
national level to have Congresspassregulatory legisla-
tion. TheLeaguehas no position on these methodsof
lending.

Convenient lending, pr imar ily payday lending, is also a
growth industry. It is growing exponentially. Convenient
lendingin Wisconsinis largely unregulated. Convenient
lendingincludes pawnbrokers, payday lenders, car title
lenders, refund anticipation loans,pay stub loans, holiday
loansand check cashing businesses. Pawnbrokers arelim-
ited, by law, to a 36%APR interest rate. Theothertypes
of convenient lendingare not limited as to interest rate in
Wisconsin. Each of thefollowing describes onekind of
largely unregulated “convenient loan”.

“A ‘payday loan’ is a short-term loan madefor sevento
30 daysfor a small amount. Fees charged on paydayloans
generally rangefrom $15to $30on each $100advanced.
A typical examplewould bethat in exchangefor a $300
advance until thenext payday, theborrower writesa post-
dated check for $300and receives $255in cash — the
lender taking a $45fee off thetop.Thelender thenholds
on to thecheck until the following payday, before deposit-
ing it in its own account.When thefee for a short-term
paydayloan is translated into an annual percentagerate,
theimplied annual interest rate ranges between 400 and
1000percent. Virtually no payday loanoutlets existed 15
years ago;today, there are morepayday loan and check
cashingstoresnationwidethan there are McDonald’
Burger King, Sears, J.C. Penney, and Target storescom-
bined. For economists, several interesting issues arisein
thestudy of payday loans: Is this justa situation in which
wil ling customersandfi rmsinteract in themarket for
ready access to high-cost, short-term credit? Or doesthe
paydayloan industry encouragehabitual borrowing and
thesnowballing of unaffordable debt in such a way that
thestate has a role to play in limiting consumers from
their own excesses? Would a ban or overly restrictive reg-
ulationson payday lending just revive themarket for loan-
sharking?And what of a similar practice by mainstream
banks,who regularly allow their customers to overdraw
their checking accountsif they pay a fee comparable in
size to a paydayloan charge?”

Source: abstract of an article by Michael A. Stegman, “
PaydayLending,” The Journal of Economic
Perspectives Vol. 21,No.1, Winter 2007

Car tit le loans are short-term, high-interest loans secured
by title to a usedcar. Theborrower keepsthecar during
theterm of theloan but thelender keepsthetitle. These
are over secured loansin that thevalue of thecar is more
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thanthevalueof theloan. As with payday loans,car title
loansmay be“roll edover’ if theborrower cannot pay at
the end of the term. More feesare added to theloan. Car
title lendersgenerallyrequire that theborrower havea free
and cleartitle to thecar. Loansare seldom madefor more
than33% of thevalueof thecar making theloanover
secured. Eventhoughoversecured,car title loanstypical-
ly carry triple digit interest.

The MissouriStateAuditor’s report in 2001“ . . .found
that the annualfeeson title loansranged from 183%to
377%. Commonfees chargedby a Missouri title lenderon
a $500loanwere25%permonth or 300%annually.”
Similarly, in Ill inois, a 1999survey theIllinoi s Department
of FinancialInstitutions“ . . . Foundanaverageannual
percentagerateof 290%for Ill inois title companies.”
Rates maybeevenhigher. “TheLegalAid Society of
Mil waukee,Inc fil eda putative classaction [in 2004]
charging amongother thingsthat WisconsinAuto Title
Loans, Inc told consumers that they wererequiredto pur-
chase carclub membershipsto obtain a title loan.TheAPR
(300%) disclosedto theborrower appearedlower because
the companyfailedto includethe$15club membership
fee. (Thetwo attorneys who are working on this lawsuit
are advisors to theLeague’sstudycommittee.)

Source: Center for Responsible Lending, “Car Title
Lending: Driving Borrowers to Financial Ruin”, 2005.

Refund Anticipation Loans (RALs) are anothereasy to
obtain, expensive loan. Theshort term (7-14days) loans
are securedby thetaxpayer’s expected tax refund. “RALs
cost from $29to $120in loanfees.” Sometax preparers
also chargea separate “administrative” or ‘application” fee.
For anextra$29to $39 thetaxpayer cangetaninstant loan
the sameday. “Theeffective annualinterest rate (APR) for
a RAL canrangefrom 40%to over 700%.” If feesand
other charges“are included in thecalculation, RALs cost
about 70% to over1,800%APR.”

Using themostrecentdata available from theIRS, NCLC
(National Consumer Law Center) andCFA (Consumer
Federation of America calculate that “approximately 9.6
mill ion taxpayersspent $960million in loanfees,plusover
$100million in administrativefees in 2005(thelatest year
for which datais available)to obtain their refundmonies
faster by two weeks or lessthanif they used electronic fi l-
ing and directdeposit.” Somepracticesby tax preparers
have changed,but sincethese loansare largelyunregulat-
ed, terms canchangeat any time.

People who claim theEarnedIncomeTax Credit (EITC),
which targetslow-income working families,arebig users
of RALs. Over60%of all RAL borrowersare EITC recip-
ients despite thefact that EITC recipientsmakeup 17%of
all taxpayers.30% of EITC recipientsobtain a RAL.
Meanwhile theIRS gives implicit approval to RALs for
those who fi le electronically. A RAL is borrowing your
own moneyandpayinginterest for it. “Basedon IRS data
for 2005, NCLC andCFA estimatethat 5.9 million work-
ing poorfamilies spentover$600million in RAL fees in
order to get their tax refundmoniestwo weeks or less

sooner. These famili es paid about $590 million in RAL
loanfees and someof them spentanother $59million in
document processing fees.” “ . . .thesefamilies paid$885
million in tax preparation fees,which they could have
savedby goingto a free tax preparation program.” There
are 3 goodoptionsfor low-incometaxpayers for freetax
preparation.

RALs are risky because theexpected tax refund might be
denied, beless than estimated, or frozen “(something that
theNationalTaxpayer Advocate has noted happensto
hundredsof thousandsof taxpayers, particularly EITC
recipients).”

Source: “ RefundAnticipation Loans: Updated Facts&
Figures,” CFA andNCLC, January17,2006.And “Do wn
But Not Gone: Quick Tax RefundLoansContinueto Gouge
Taxpayers andMilit ary,” CFA andNCLC, February 5,
2007.

Pay Stub loans and Holiday loans are variationson
RALs. It is thetiming of thesetwo types of RALs thatdif -
ferentiates themfrom an ordinary RAL. Pay Stub RALs
are loansmadebefore thetaxpayer hasreceived a W-2 or
1099,in thefirst two weeks of January. Holiday loan
RALs are madein November and December. Both types
of RALs comeduein mid-February. Pay stub RALs can
havetriple digit APRsbecausethefees canbeashigh as
$102. Then there are extra chargescalled “deposits”,
administrative fees,and application fees. H & R Block
even charges $25if thetaxpayer chooses to bepaidby
check. These loansalso can usually be“rolled over” -- the
way payday loansare -- incurring morefees, chargesand
interest.

These loansare madeby tax preparers with theexpectation
that they wil l bepaid out of theestimatedtax refund.
These RALs have thesameuncertaintiesas straight RALs.
Therefund may besmaller than theloanor therefund may
befrozen.

In addition,at least onemajor tax preparer, “ . . .Jackson
Hewitt, is apparently forcing Pay Stub RAL borrowers to
return to thesametax preparer and thesameoffice for tax
preparation. This preventsborrowersfrom seeking a less
costly alternative…such asfi ling thereturn themselves… or
obtaining free tax preparation servicesfrom aVITA site.”

Source: NCLC & CFA, “ Consumer AdvocatesWarn
Taxpayers Against New‘PayStub’RefundAnticipation
Loans,” November 28,2006.

All RALs siphonfundsfrom tax refundsand theEarned
Income Tax Credit. Where is all this money going? It is
not paying for family necessities, better health care,better
education options, or wealth building. It is not likely being
spent in thecommunity from where thetaxes are paid.
This makeseconomic development moredifficult, requir-
ing more money from outside thecommunity in the form
of grantsor othersuch allocationsthatcannotguarantee
appropriate development. These fundsareused for the
kind of development favored by thegiver. And asdonor
prioritieschange, fundsmay becut off entirely.
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Proponent Arguments in Favor of Convenient Lending

Proponents focusprimarily on paydayloans. Thereis an
obviousdemand for short term, small amountloansasevi-
dencedby theconsumer demand. Theprivate sector is
apparently not meeting thatdemand. Banksdo not offer
small loans largely because theregulationstheymustmeet
for small loansis thesameasfor much larger loans.
Consumers know what is bestfor themandnot have govern-
ment setting theparameters for small loans. A singlepayday
loan is lessexpensive thanbouncedcheck charges. (Even
theproponentsadmit that roll-overs are the“Achilles heel”
of paydaylending.) Quick cashmay avoid cutoff of utilit ies
or pay anurgentmedicalbill or may avoid reachingthelimit
on a creditcard. Obtaining a paydayloanis fast and easy
with no creditcheckandis private. Loansmaybeobtained
over the phoneor online. In short, theseloansprovidefast
credit to people with poorcredit or an immediate need for a
small loan.

Consensus Questions:

1. Are “convenientloans”fairly meeting theneed for small
amounts of moneyfor a short term?

2. Therehasbeena hugegrowthin thenumberof
“ConvenienceLoan” businesses in Wisconsin andcertainly
municipalitiesin Mi lwaukeeCounty. Thebusinesses
includea) payday loans,b) refundanticipation loans(RALs)
and c) car title loans.

A. What is theconsumer’s responsibility? Doesthecon-
sumerneedprotections? If so what formsmight they
take?

B. What is thelender’sresponsibility? What is neededto
foster lenderresponsibil ity?

3. Should themunicipalities in Mi lwaukee Countyregulate
these convenienceloanbusinesses? If yes,whatregulations
should beinstituted?

There wil l behandoutsavailable thatcover, in moredetail,
thetypesof loansand issuesraised above. All handouts,
plusadditional information is availableat theLeagueweb
site http://lwvmilwaukee.org/local_study.html

ACTION
RuthSnedic

National

- Lobbying for DC Voting Rightshasbecome habitual as
we wereaskedagainto support this legislation andwill li ke-
ly be doing it againasit wentnowhere - alsoa pattern.

- We wereaskedto call our SenatorsandRepresentatives to
sign onto the GreatLakesTaskForcelettersthatwere then
given to thevariousAppropriation Committee Chairs of the
Congress. A coherentapproach to our GreatLakes water-
ways is very crucial.

State

- TheLeagueis partof a coaliti on of organizations support-
ing a proposal to increaseschool breakfastparticipation in

Wisconsin. Wisconsinranks51st nationally in thenumber
of low-incomestudents eating bothschoolbreakfast and
lunch. Demonstrationswere staged in Madisonandour leg-
islatorswere visited on this issue.

- Global Warming legislation was in needof cosponsors.
We lobbied our legislatorsto sign onto thebill. The bill
would cap CO2 at 1990levels and mandated their being
reachedby 2020.

- TheVoter ID amendment still rears its ugly head. It
would requirevoters to show a photoID in order to vote. A
Rutgers University study shows that states that imposed
identification requirements on voters reduced turnout at the
polls in 2004presidential election by about3 percent,andby
two to three timesasmuch for minorities.

- TheCompassionate Carefor RapeVictimsBil l wasintro-
duced in March and theLeaguesupportsthis bill. We lob-
biedour Senate andAssembly representativesregarding this
legislation. It requires hospitals to provideinformationon
andaccessto emergency contraception (EC) for victims of
sexual assault. Only one-third of Wisconsin emergency
roomsunconditionally offer EC to rapevictims.

- Our opposition to theCable Bill ascurrently worded
brought testimony from our State Leagueaswell asseveral
local leagues including our CountyLeaguewith Louise
Petering presenting our comments. We worry that it will take
away fundsfor community programming and theeducation-
al channels thatour local cable companiesprovide. It has
several other defects andwe will be lobbying on this as
members in early April when thebill is debated in the
Assembly andSenate.

Local

- TheHousingTrustFundGroupand theCity of
Milw aukee were successful in getting languagechanging the
state statuteon TIF's included in theGovernor'sproposed
state budget. Leaguemembers were asked to call the
Governor andthank him for this inclusionin thebudgetand
for theindependentfinancing of it as well as calling our leg-
islatorsand askingthem to support this changeand the
financing that goes with it.

- Our Leaguemembers were invited to a Water-Wise confer-
ence in March Charting theCourse for Our Water Future
providing tools to help conserve water resources heldat
Carroll Collegein Waukesha. Hopeyou took advantage of
this.

NATURAL RESOURCES
HelgaGuequirre, Natural Resources Committee

At the Urban Ecology Center on March 22,Representative Jon
Richards reported on the Great lakes Water Resources Compact
(GLWRC) and the Legislative Council Study Committee’s work
on making it into Wisconsin law.

At this time the Stateof Minnesota has passed theGLWRC into
law. Wisconsin, Ohio, Illinois and New York are moving
toward passage. Indiana is lagging behind. TheCanadian
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec approve theshape of thecom-
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pact but negotiationsfor a treaty betweenCanada andthe
U.S.will not beapproacheduntil theU.S. Legislaturepasses
thecompact.

Attemptsto protect the Great Lakesbeganin 1909with the
Boundary Waters Treaty. This wasfollowed in 1985with the
Great Lakes Charterand the 1986 WaterResources
Development Act (WRDA). The limitationsof WRDA
include its scope—it doesnot includein-basincontrols,defi-
nitions, decision-making standards and processes aswell as
questionableapplicability to ground water. In addition
WRDA is only a federal law and can be changedor eliminat-
ed by Congress. This is a real possibility since30 thirsty
statesin the southand westare gaining populationand,thus,
legislative power,while the Great Lakesstates arelosingpop-
ulation and political power.

Accordingto researchdone by Jodi HabushSinykin of
Midwest Environmental Advocates,WRDA does not provide
real protection for theGreat Lakes. It allowsfor water diver-
sion far outside theGL basinif all governorsagree. It allows
unlimiteddiversionfor agricultural and industrial useif all
governorsagree. And it does not require a diverting commu-
nity to returnwater to the GL basin if all governorsagree.

TheGLWRC will remedy theseweaknesses.Managementof
in-basin uses; prohibition of diversion(with exceptions)&
bulk water transfers limits; and water conservation/efficiency
goals will bedecidedon a regional basiswith theunderlying
premisethat all non-consumed water will bereturned to the
basin without usingany out-of-basin water to meetthereturn-
flow requirements.

TheWisconsin Legislature will be taking on theissueof the
Great Lakes Water Resources Compact this spring. It will be
up to all of usto monitor the processand to let our represen-
tativesand senatorsknow that we want to protect theseGreat
Lakes for our families, wildlife and the future.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
MarianneSteigerwald,Chair

The LeagueIR Committeediscussed theentire set of
"GreatDecisions"readingsandthelectures presented by
theInstitute of ForeignAff airs at UW-Mi lwaukee and
reports.

WAR CRIMES , DiscussionLeader: Mike Daun.
Discussion focusedon thedefinition of war crimes, dis-
tinctionsbetweencivilian and military victims,optionsfor
dealing with attackssuch as 9/11, optionsfor dealing with
individual war criminals, andmotivation behind war crimi-
nali ty (e.g.,wasOsamabin Laden'smotivation -- to save
theworld by making all countries Islamic -- thesameas
GeorgeW. Bush's motivation-- to save the world by mak-
ing all countriesdemocracies?).

CLIM ATE CHANGE, DiscussionLeader: Cal Gonder.
Discussion beganwith statisticson factorscontributing to
greenhousegases:25%comefrom production of electrici-
ty, primarily due to theuse of coal; 18%comefrom defor-
estation: 14%come from transportation (expected to dou-

ble in 30 years). Evidence of and solutionsto global
warming wasdiscussed. It was agreed the US should sign
theKyoto Treaty.

HEL PING THE WORLD'S ENDANGERED CHI L-
DREN, Discussion Leader: Mel Bromberg. Dangerstrap
children in manycultures worldwide (poverty being key to
most), andresult in massive numbers of orphans who sur-
vive by raiding garbagedumpsand oftenfall into the
handsof slave traders, then milit ias or sex traders,or both
in thecaseof girls. Several broughtup thefailure of the
media & lecturers, to focuson overpopulation,a major
contributor to this problem, sincesmaller families would
reducetheneed for a family to sell one or morechild in
order to feed theothers. Early marriageis a meansof help-
ing thegirl's family eliminate onemouthto feed. Unless
overpopulation is addressed and family planninginstituted,
aid would simply fund thecycle of poverty and starvation.
The current administration has repeatedly cut family plan-
ning money from foreign aid.

INTERNATIONAL IMMIG RATION , Discussion
Leader: Jim McCann. World immigration correlatesclose-
ly with trade, decreasing as tradedecreases during major
wars and duringperiodsof isolation that result in trade
restrictions.

Globalization intensifies immigration as changesin
economiesresult in changes in employment, leaving some
countries needing laborers while others suffer high unem-
ployment. Those in thelatter countriestend to emigrateto
find jobs, joining other emigrantsfor political, religiousor
family reasons. MythsaboutMexican immigrants were
reviewed (immigrantsnot paying Social Security taxes,
taking jobsfrom American workers,and refusingto learn
English.). Thesolutionssuggested (charging feesfor tem-
porary workers to legitimize them so thatstate and federal
taxescould becollected, border patrols drastically reduced,
andgovernment coffers increased to providefor their care)
seemed much morepractical than thespeaker's.

NEIGHB OR IN TURMOIL: MEXICO, Discussion
Leader: AnneMorrissey, After reviewing thespeaker's sta-
tistics showing Mexico is a middle class countrywith a
growing economy, andhis urging that America work more
positively with Mexico, as do European nations, hegener-
ally avoidedMexico's problems. A student questionedhim
about Mexico'sfarming system (hilos) in which thegov-
ernment ownsmost of thelandyet fails to provide thenec-
essary equipment for those living on theland to farm suc-
cessfully. It wasat that point that thespeaker admittedthat
basic reforms are needed -- landreformsand economic
changes -- and that Mexico is not advancing as quickly as
its Asian competitors. He did not bring up theproblem of
corruption. Readingsgave a fuller pictureof Mexico, its
improvementsand its problems.Mostof thelatter arecon-
nected to thecorruption in thegovernment, which limits
who canstart businesses & taxes thewealthy little (which
in turn prevents thegovernment from having thefundsto
providedecent education, health care, food,housing for
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thepoor,andmanpowerto dealwith thepowerof drugcar-
tels).Theextremely poor have no hopeof governmentofficials
resisting bribesfrom the wealthy & leaves thecountryripe for
revolution, - asseenin the1.04%. lossmarginof therevolu-
tionary candidate in the2006presidential election. We agreed
theonesafety valve preventing a revolution from developing
is thepossibili ty of crossing the border into theUS.

REFORM AND SECURITY IN IRAQ , DiscussionLeader:
Ned Maxwell. Thespeaker, anofficerassignedto train the
Iraqi police,gaveaneye-opening pictureof thedifficulty Iraqi
police officers havein assuming authority and taking responsi-
bility for their men. He felt theUS forceswould needto bein
Iraq "a long,long time," but that for this to bea "just war," US
forces couldn't leaveuntil Iraqwasbetter off than it was
before we got there.A discussion of thedefinition of a "just
war" ensued.“Theministry leadership is not in control of the
police ... theIraqi military is probably thebest organizedand
managedinstitution in the government." But themilit ary too
suffers internal rifts andcorruption. Reading gave examples of
power vacuums, andpointedout that thefailure sofar of the
US to foster a stableIraq hascreated"shockwavesof instabil-
ity, anger andfear[that] havespread from Iraq across the
Middle East". This general instability in theareais critical,
especially the instability's advantagesanddisadvantagesto
Iran. Instabili ty’s effect on Lebanon,Egypt,Turkey, andof
course, IsraelandPalestine meanscoming to a generalagree-
ment is critical to theregion.Thosewho felt stronglythatUS
troopsshould bewithdrawn assoonas possiblesaw thelast
andonly hopeof preventing war from spreading throughout
theentire Middle Eastwould besuccess of the"surge" of US
troopsin Iraq.

CENTRAL ASIA, Discussion Leader: JohnAbelt. We dis-
cussedthefive formerRussianrepublics,Kazekhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,Tajikistan,TurkmenistanandUzbekistan, several
of which bordertheCaspianSea,an arearich in oil, natural
gas, hydrocarbons, andmanyminerals. Their needto transport
their oil and gasthrough Russian territory until theCaspian
Seapipelineis operable,andtheir dependenceon China as a
major market for their resources,makes theinfluence of the
U.S. relatively minor. These recently freedcountries,having
been long controlledby Russia, hada highly educatedpopula-
tion, but sincetheir independencein 1991,therulershave
become increasingly authoritarian, with Turkmenistan'spresi-
dent, Niyazov, changing its constitution to make himself
"president for li fe," decreasing thelevel of compulsive school-
ing, making a bookof his own spiritual writingstheprimary
text for all grades,andclosing all libraries. In Uzbekistan
authorities havelauncheda "fiercecrackdown" on all political
opponents,according to HumanRightsWatch, and the World
Bank announcedin 2006 that it would not enter into anymore
loan agreementswith Uzbekistan becauseof its backtracking
on all economic andpolitical reform. On theotherhand
Kazakhstan, themost openof thefive countries,encourages
education with a progressive scholarshipprogram and even
encouragesoverseaseducation, but, like theothers,it hasa
poor human rights record andseems to bebecomingmore
authoritarian.It is worrisome to seethesenewly freed coun-
tries with thepotential for greateconomic futuresdueto their

resources, restricting freedom,and justat thetimethat their
former ruler and now influential neighbor,Russia,is beginning
to do so aswell.

SOUTH AFRICA: FACING NEW CHALL ENGES,
Discussion Leader: Gloria Weiskotten. Gloria presenteda
review of South Africa's history and then discussedthe amaz-
ing, relatively bloodlesschangeof power, from De Klerk to
Mandela, which ended Apartheid, in 1994.This wasachieved
througha combination

of international pressureand mass protest, led by theANC
(African National Congress), aswell as throughthewisdom
andleadershipof bothDe Klerk and Mandela, alongwith the
preaching of DesmondTutu.Even thoughSouth Africa's tran-
sition hasbeen miraculous,and thewilli ngness of theblack
underclass to bepatient with theslowness of thehousing and
education improvements,as well as their amazing lack of
demandfor retribution and revenge, thecountrystill facesa
number of major hurdles: (1) government corruption, (2)
administrative incompetence, (3) violent crime, (4) increasing
unemployment, (5) problems with land reform, and perhaps
mostoverwhelming, (6) AIDS. SouthAfrica is themost
advanced country on thecontinent, hasjoined theAfrican
Union and sees itself to bea major forcein solving theconti-
nent's problems(brokering peace between Libya and theWest,
sendingpeacekeeping troopsto Darfur, walking a tight rope
regarding theZimbabwe situation. It is scheduledto takea
rotating seat on theUN Security Council in January. We hope
that South Africa will beable to summon moremiraclesin
dealing with its major internal problemsand its foreignrela-
tionschallenges.

VOTING RIGHTS
CONSENSUS SUMMARY
Ki t Halloran-O’Meara, Co-Chair

The general consensusamongour members reaffi rmedour
opposition to a requirement to showa photoID cardeachtime
one votes, understandingthat anaccurate, well- maintained
statewide voter registration list would bemuchmore effective
in preventing fraud. Members felt that felonsshould have the
right to vote restored once they are released from prison.
Members also approved thestate designated training for spe-
cial deputy registrars and expressed interest in possible League
involvement in thetraining thatmight aid bringing it to the
local municipalities. Regarding extendedtime framesfor vot-
ing, members thoughtwe shouldpreserve its currentsystemof
absentee voting and providefor or promotemoreearly voting
(like Colorado). Interest was high in theOregon mail-in sys-
tem, but members were mostly interested in learning, studying,
more. Members werenot surethey wanted to eliminateactu-
ally going to thepolls on Election Day. A proposal to study
how Wisconsin runs its Elections also hadconsiderableinterest.
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