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414-273-8683

Calendar New web site! http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

April 14 Mon - Campaign Finance Reform Forum 25 Mon- Naturd Resources Committee

18 Wed- Unit Discussio Meetings 6:30-8pm Janifer Runquists home
Amelican SerbHall 3002E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee

23

Consersus: “ConvenienceLending”
Chocseyour location& time belowand
BRING THIS BULLETIN & see
http:/lwvmilwaukee.org

AFTERNOON UNIT, West,1 pm

St. Matthews Church
1615Wauwatoa Ave.

Confact: Minna Joneq414)476-5249

EVENING UNITS

EAST - 6:30pm
ShorewoodPublicLibrary,

Community Rm. South

Confact: BarbaraHussin(414) 351-0819
WEST-7:30pm

Locaton Varies

Confact: Ruth Snedt (414) 771-7690

Mon. —9:15am Intern’l RelationsConmittee
Topics: Backgroundof BanKi-moon,

UN Sect.Generakk

Reconmendationdor UN Reform

Dilys Spransys home

3304N. CambridgeAve.

Confact: MarianneSteigervald
(414)371-7836

May

7

Mon - 5:30pmSocid, 6pmDinner

LWYV Milwaukee County Annual Meeting
Keynote: The Honorable Shirley
Abrahamson

Chief Justice, Wisconsin Supreme Court
Italian Communiy Cener

631 EastChicagoStreet

Reseve by noonMay 1 (FormInside)
Confact: AngelaMcKenzie, 414/933-3629

9 Wed-BoardMeeting

WadingtonParkLibrary
2121N. ShermarBlvd.
Conftact: LouisePetring,414/351-3617

1501W. OklahomaAvenue
Milw aukee Wisconsin
Contct Terry Ross
www.commoncause.ongi or
LouisePetering,4148351-3617

20 Sun-InternationalRelationsCommittee,
10:30am
Brunchat Maxwell's Restaurant
1005S. MoorlandRoad,Brookfield

Confact MarianneSteigerwald414/476-9272

21 Mon - NaturalResource€ommittee
JenniferRunquist'shome
3002E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
Confact JenniferRunquist414/332-5067

June

9-11 S&-Mon - LWVUS Couril
(Washington)

15-16Fri & Sat - LWV WISCONSIN
CONVENTION
GreenBay, Regency Suites
(See Leade’s Linesin this bulletin)
Contact: Louise Petering,
414/351-3617

13 Wed- Boad Meeing & Bulletn
Dealline
Washington Park Library
2121N. ShermanBlvd.
Contact: LouisePetaing,
414/351-3617

25 Mon - Intemafonal Committee
9:15am
Topic: BuildinganOpenandinclusive
Regiond Architedure for Asia
Ludlle Bowen'shome
4215N 100th Stred, Apt. 240
Contact: Marianne Steigerwald
414]476-9272

Contadt: Jennifer Runquist,
414/32-5067

ANNUAL MEETING

Monday, May 7
5:30pm
Italian Commurnity Center

Hear Keynoter
The Honorable
Shirley Abrahamson,
Chief Justice,
Wisconsin Supreme Court.

Resrvdion form is attached.

BRING THIS BULLETIN TO THE
APRIL UNIT DISCUSSION MEETING
You'll need it for local
study consensus.




LEADERS LINES

LouisePetering Co-Presidents

Seveaal key eventscapour League yea, theAnnud Meeting
on May 7th featuring keynder, The Honorable Shirley
Abrahamson Chief Justiceof the Wisconsn SupremeCourt;a
public forum on May 14, “Corruption and Canpaign finance
Reform in Wiscondn;” ard the LWV WisconsinConventionin
Green Bay. Pleas reservefor the amud meeting now using
the form in this bulletin or by going to our website
http://lwvmilwaukee.ag. Take time to sodalize with League
friends and guests, enjoy our keynoter, andhdp dedde the
future direction of our Leagte.

Updateyour=lf on campaign finance reform issues and attend
the League Co-gponsaedforum at 6:30pm, May 14that Serb
Hall. Pandistsinclude JayHedk, Exeautive Diredor, common
Causein Wiscorsin; JeartteBell, Mayor of WestAllis; Stae
Sendor Tim Carperter (D- Milwauked; E. Michad McCann,
Milwaukee County District Attorney 1968-2006;and Mordeai
Lee,UW-Milwaukee Prdessa of Government Affairs and for-
mer State Seratorand Represantative.

Finally, | invite youto join me in the adion at Stae
Conventionin Green Bay, June 15 and 16 as a ddegae.
Convention is a biennialevert at which local Leagguedelegaes
and memlersat large meetto discussandvote on issuesof
Leagie policy and admiristration. Conventionis thetime
when new studiesare selectedpositions are revised and
bylaws changed. It is alsoan educdional event,with expet
spealerson avariety of topics informing membe's on current
isstes,possble topicsfor future study andeffective methods
of policy influence.Finally, Convertion is an excellentoppokr
tunity to network andsccialize with Leaguemembers from
around the stae. All memtersare welcomeandencouragedto
attendConvention asvisitors. Time is provided for visitors to
cauwcus with ther delegatedefore votes are cad. Stay con
neciedandinformed; getto know other Leagua's at conven
tion. Locd Leaguessendone voting delegae to Convention
for every 15 members,sothere is room for YOU! If you
would like to bea delegae or altermateplease contad me at
(414) 351-3617.

TREASURER’S NOTE

Susn Slocum

Enclosedin this newsktte alongwith Annual Meeting
mateials you will find the PropcsedBudgeé for the 2007-
2008Fiscal Year.In reviewing the financid reporting for-
matusedby the LWVM C this past yea, the boardfelt we
neededto more predsely forecastthe Leagues finanaal
needs andbreakdown our incomeard adual cods for oper
ations andeducatbnd progranming.You will find that the
new formatis also quite detaled. Although LWVM C still
tracks morthly income and expenseby educdiond and
non-edicationalprogramming, asin the past, this budget
combinesthe LWV MC opeiating budgé and the LWVMC
education fund budget to give you a complee picture of our
total operatbns.
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As you rea throughthe budge, there are a few itemsthat
we would like to mention. On theincomeside 1) we hawe
sdit out the different levds of membership,and 2) dueto
our sucessful ENR revenue,we have invested $5,000.00in
aCD. Ontheexpense side, 3) al expense categoriesare
listed in more detail, 4) there is no budgetallowancefor the
webdte becauseour contrad runsfor two years & 5) We
have added an expense line for rent, anticipating a parttime
centalized office space. Finally, 6) we haveaddedan
incomeand expeng category for special events anticipat
ing increased fundraising.

We hopethatyou enjoy the new finandal reporting format.
Please dired any questions and/orconeemsto Susan
Slocum, Treasurg.

MEMBERSHIP
Mary Stefaniak and Gloria Weiskotten, Membeship Co-
Chars

Kit Halloran-O’'M eara was honoed March 214 ata
reception at City Hall for hernineyears of dedcatedsew-
ice as League representative to the City of Milw aukee
Ethics Board. Many thanksKit for your devotedservice on
behalff of the citizens of Mil waukee and League. Fran
Swigart, was appointal asLeaguerepresrtatve to the
City EthicsBoard but is curently ailing. Keep Franin your
thoughts Membe Barbara Maher called our attenfon to
Marquete U’s feature of Sister Mary Ellen Paulson, better
knownas “Sme,” in the aumni profile column of their
magazine. Spunkyis an apt desaiption for someore who
has seved asa substitute teacherin MPSfor the pag 20
years andreplies to student commentslike “You're crazy”
with “Shhh,don't tell!” Congraulations”Sme!”

LOCAL STUDY:
LENDING INDUSTRY PRACTICES

Dorothy Dean, Char

Editor’'s Note Thearticle bdow beginswith a brief summna-
ry of Leagueposiionswheae onemight look for advocay
suyppat regarding lending practices that demongratesnone
exists. Thearticle then proceedsto clarify the division of
the study, andlooksat several forms of “convenieri lend
ing.” For more repotts aboutall agpects of these practices
seethe Leagueof Wornen Voters of Milwaukee Counyy web
site, http://lwvmilwaulee.orgflocal_sudyhtml. Remember,
bring this article to the units on April 18th!

There are certain lending practices and lending producs
that are controvesial. Legislationis beng draftedto
address coneems aboutthes pradices and products The
first question then is: does the Leaguehave any postions
that would permit locd and state Leaguechapters to adopt
postionsand take action. A review of the Leagie postions
shows nonetha cover this situation.

A local study’s conensuswill look primaiily atactionsthat
canbetaken locally. An examination of thefull scope of
continued on pg. 3



lending issuesecesaiily revealsanintermingling of reg-
ulations at otherthanlocal leves.

Current National League Postions Do Not Cover
Lending Practices

The Leagle’s postion on Urban Policy deds primarily
with federalgovenmentresponsiblity to communties
and the targetedtranser of federal tax dollars to urban
areas for ecoromic developmant activities, tax credits,
loanguaranteesindsutsidiesto business; exparding the
stock of housig.

The emghasisin Leagués postion on Meeting Basic
Human Needs is onincomeandsewicessufficient to
meetthe needfor food, heath care prograns and houshg.
Housng in this contextis simply a placeto live.

The Leagte’s postion on Equality of Opportunity rec-

ognizesthe necesaryrolesof all levds of govanmert in
providing “equaity of oppotunity for educdion, emgoy-
mentandhousig for all personsin the United States. . .”

In our Milwaukeeareathere is conem for the possibé
ddeterious effects of thelendng pradices of privatebusk
neses Thereisrecogniton of possble abuesin the
busgnessof lendng or of housingas anything more thana
sde placeto live. Housingis actudly the primary way
that onegeneratioraccumuldeswedth and passes it onto
the next. Thisimportantaspet of housingaswedth
affects thereceiving geneation’s ability to pay for higher
education, betterhedth care, etc Thereis aneedto study
lending for its own sale; for its impact on thelives of
individuals famili es and entire communties

Predatory Lending and
Convenient Lending & Division of Study

Both of thesetypesof lending are the subjects of legisla
tion andseriots public policy disaussia at all levels of
govanmentaswell as concan onthe part of consuner
advocaesandsamelendingbusinesses.

As the study committeebegan, it quickly becane apparant
that we shoud tackleconvenientlending first for a num
be of rea®ns,the mostimportantbeing tha it is easierto
define. Therearegenenlly acepeddefinitionsin the
indudry and among consimer advocaesandproponens
of convenentlending. Predatory lendingis muchmore
diffi cult to define.

Predatory lending is called a growth industry. It isa
loanusually largerthan$10000. Its primary idertifier is
that the borrower’s hous is the security for the loan.
What causeghetemm “predaory” to beusel is tha sonme
terms of the loan agreement are nonstadardand/or result
in aloanproductthat is detimentd to the borrower
Predatay loansmay befirst or secondmortgags, home
equity loans or debtconslidation loans

The debtconsdidation loans and the home equity loans
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are mog often ways of turning unsecured debt (credi
cards, medical bills) into debt seaured by the consumers
home puttingthe homeat greater risk.

Home loans are regulted by the Wisconsn Depattmert of
Finandal Institutionsand by federal agendies. There are
local and ndiond efforts to deal with preddory loans leg-
islatively. Several stateshave laws reguhting predatoy
lending.Most do not There is agrowing effort at the
natond level to have Congresspassregulaory legida-
tion. The Leaguehas no postion onthee methods of
lending.

Convenient lending, primarily payday lending, is alo a
growth industy. It is growing exponentialy. Converent
lendingin Wisconsinis largdy unregulted. Conwvenient
lendingindudes pavnbrokes, paydy lendes, cartitle
lendes, refund anticipation loans, pay stub loans, holiday
loansand check cashing busnesses. Pawnbrokes arelim-
ited, by law, to a 36%APR interest rate. The othertypes
of corvenientlendingare notlimited as to intered rate in
Wismonsin. Each of the following desaibes onekind of
largdy unregulated “convenient loan”.

“A ‘payday loan’ is a short-tem loan made for sevento
30 daysfor a smal amount. Fees charged on paydayloars
gererally rangefrom $15to $300n each $100advanced.
A typica exanplewould bethat in exchangefor a $300
advance until the next payday, the borrower writes a pod-
dated check for $300and receives $255in cash — the
lende taking a $45fee off thetop. Thelende thenholds
onto the check until the following payday, before depogt-
ing it in its own aacount. When the fee for a shot-term
paydayloan is trandated into an annud percentagerate,
theimplied annual interest rate ranges between 400 and
1000percent. Virtually no payday loanoutles existed 15
yeass ago;today there are more payday loan and check
cashingstoresnaionwide than there are McDonald
Burger King, Seas, J.C. Penngy, and Target storescom-
bined. For economigs, several interesting issues arisein
the study of payday loans Isthis justa situation in which
willing custonmersandfirmsinteract in the market for
ready access to high-cost, shortterm credit? Or doesthe
payday loan indugry encourage habitud borrowing and
the snowballing of unaffordable debt in such a way that
the state has arole to play in limiting consumes from
thar own excesses? Would a ban or ovelly redrictive reg
ulations on payday lending just revive the market for loan-
sharkng?And what of a similar practice by mainstream
barks, who regularly allow theirr cusomers to ovedraw
their checking accountsif they pay afee compaale in
size to a paydayloan chaige?’

Souce: abstact of anarticle by Michad A. Stegnan, “
PaydayLending,” The Journal of Economic
Perspectives Vol. 21, No. 1, Winter 2007

Car title loans are short-term, high-interest loars secued
by title to ausedcar. The borrower keepsthe car during
theterm of theloan butthelende keepsthetitle. Thes
are ove secured loansin tha thevaue of the caris more
continued on pg. 4



continued from pg. 3

thanthe valueof theloan. As with payda loans, cartitle
loansmay be “roll ed over’ if the borrower camot pay at
the end of the term More feesare addel to theloan. Car
title lendergyenerallyrecuire tha the borrowe haveafree
and cleartitle to the car. Loansare sddom madefor more
than 33% of the value of the car m&king the loan over
secured Eventhoughoversecured,car title loanstypical-
ly carry triple digit intereg.

The MissouriStateAuditor’s report in 2001 . . .found
that the annualfeeson title loansranged from 183%to
377% Commonfees chargedby a Missourititle lenderon
a $500loanwere25% permont or 300%annualy.”
Similarly, in lllinois, a 1999survey thelllinoi s Depatmert
of Financiallnstitutions” . . . Foundanaveage annud
percentageateof 290%for Illinois title companes”

Rates may be evenhigher. “The Legal Aid Sodety of
Milwaukee Inc fil ed a putaive classaction [in 2004]
chargng anong othe thingstha WisconsinAuto Title
Loars, Inc told consumes thatthey wererequiredto pur-
chase carclub menbershipsto obtan atitle loan. TheAPR
(3009 disclosedto the borrower appearedlower beause
the companyfailedto includethe $15 club menbership
fee (Thetwo attorneys who are working on this lawsuit
are advisors to the League’sstudycommittee.)

Souce Cenerfor Reponsble Lending, “Car Title
Lendng: Driving Borrowers to Finandal Ruin”, 2005.

Refund Anticipation Loans (RALS) are andhereasy to
obtain, expensie loan. Theshat tem (7-14 days) loans
are securedby thetaxpger’'s expected tax refund. “RALs
cost from $29to $120in loanfees” Sometax preparers

also chargea separae “administrative” or ‘applicaion” fee.

Foranextra$29to $39 thetaxpaer cangetaninstat loan
the sameday. “T he effective annualinterest rate (APR) for
aRAL canrangefrom 40%to over 700%.” If feesand
other charges‘are includel in the calculation, RALS cost
about 70% to over 1,800%APR.”

Using the mostrecentdata available from the IRS, NCLC
(National Consuner Law Center) andCFA (Consume
Federation of Amelica calculate tha “approximatdy 9.6
million taxpayersspent $960million in loanfees,plusover
$100million in administrative fees in 2005 (the latest year
for which datais available)to obtan therr refundmonies
fader by two weelks or lessthanif they usel electronicfil-
ing and directdepo#.” Somepracticesby tax prepares
have changedbut sincethes loansare largelyunregulat-
ed terms canchangesat any time.

People who claim the EarnedIncomeTax Credit (EITC),
which targetslow-income working families, arebig uses
of RALs. Over60%of al RAL borrowersare EITC redp-
ients despte thefacttha EITC redpients makeup 17% of
all taxpayers. 30% of EITC recipientsobtain a RAL.
Meanwhile the IRS gives implicit appiova to RALs for
those who file electrorically. A RAL is borrowing your
own money andpayingintered for it. “Basedon IRS daia
for 2005, NCLC andCFA estimatetha 5.9 million work-
ing poorfamilies spentover $600million in RAL feesin
order to gettheir tax refund moniestwo weeks or less
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soone. These famili es paid about $590 million in RAL
loan fees and someof them spentanother $59 million in
doament proaessng fees.” “ . . .thesefamilies paid $885
million in tax preparation fees, which they could have
saved by goingto a free tax preparation progran.” There
are 3 goodoptionsfor low-incometaxpayers for freetax
prepaation.

RALs are risky because the expeded tax refund might be
denial, beless than edimated, or frozen “(something that
the National Taxpayer Advocate has noted hgppensto
hundedsof thousadsof taxpayers, paticularly EITC
recipients).”

Souce: “ ReundAnticipation Loans Updatel Facts &
Figures,” CFA andNCLC, January17,2006.And “Down
But Not Gone Quick Tax Rdund LoansConinueto Gouge
Taxpaye's and Military,” CFA andNCLC, February 5,
2007.

Pay Stub loans and Holiday loans are variationson
RALs. It isthetiming of thesetwo types of RALs thatdif-
ferentiates themfrom an ordinay RAL. Pay Stub RALs
are loans made before the taxpayer hasreceived a W-2 or
1099,in thefirst two weeks of January. Holiday loan
RALs are madein Novembe and Decembe. Bothtypes
of RALs comeduein mid-Februay. Pay stub RALscan
havetriple digit APRs beausethe fees canbe ashigh as
$102. Then ther are extra chargescaled “deposts”,
admiistrative fees, and appicationfees. H & R Block
even chages $25if thetaxpaye chooss to be paid by
check. These loansalso can usudly be*“rolled over” -- the
way payday loansare -- incurring more fees, chargesand
interest.

These loans are made by tax preparers with the expectation
thatthey will be pad out of the estimaed tax refund.
These RALs have the same uncertainties as straight RALS.
Therefund may be smdler than theloanor the refund may
befrozen.

In addition, at least onemajor tax preparer, “. . .Jackn
Hewitt, is appaenty forang Pay Stub RAL borrowers to
return to the sametax preparer and the same office for tax
prepaation. This preventsborowersfrom sesking aless
costly dterndive...suwch asfiling theretun thensebes... or
obtaining free tax preparaton servicesfroma VI TA site”

Souce: NCLC & CFA, “ Consungr AdwocaesWarn
Taxpaye's Againg New ' Pay Stub’Reund Anticipation
Loans” November 28, 2006.

All RALs siphonfundsfrom tax refundsand the Earred
Income Tax Credit. Whereis al this money going? It is
not paying for family necessities, better health care, better
eduetion options or wealth building. It is notlikely being
spat in the community from where the taxes are paid
This makeseonomic development morediffic ult, requr-
ing more mongy from outdde the communty in the form
of grants or othersuch alocationsthat cannotguaranee
appropiate development. These fundsareusel for the
kind of development favored by the giver. And asdonor
prioritieschange fundsmay be cut off entirely.

continued on pg. 5



continued from pg. 4
Proponent Argumentsin Favor of Convenient Lending

Proponerts focusprimarily on paydayloans Thereis an
obviousdemand for shortterm, smdl amountloansasevi-
dencedby the consuner demand. The private sedor is
appaenty not meetng thatdemand. Banksdo not offer
smdl loans largely becaus the regulaionsthey mustmeet
for smal loansis the sameasfor mudh largerloans.
Corsumers know whatis bestfor themandnot have govein-
ment setting the paramegrs for small loans. A singlepayday
loan is lessexpensie thanboun@d check charges. (Even
the proponentsadnit that roll-overs are the “Achilles heel”
of paydaylending.) Quick cashmay avoid cutoff of utilities
or pay anurgentmedicalbill or may avoid reachingthelimit
onacreditcard. Obtaining a paydayloanis fag and easy
with no creditcheckandis private Loansmay be obtained
over the phoneor online. In short, theseloans provide fast
credt to peope with poorcredt or an immediae neal for a
smadl loan.

Consersus Quedions:

1. Are “convenientloans”fairly meding the need for small
amounts of moneyfor a shortterm?

2. Therehasbeena hugegrowthin the nunberof
“CorvenienceLoan” bushesssin Wisconsih andcertainly
muricipalitiesin Milwawkee County. The busnes®s
indude a) payday loans,b) refund anticipation loans (RALS)
and c) cartitle loans

A. Whatis the consuner’s responsibility? Doesthe con-
sumer needprotectons? If so whatformsmight they
take?

B. Whatis thelender’'sreponsbility? Wha is needed to
foster lenderresponibility?

3. Should the municdipalitiesin Milwaukee Countyregulae
these convenienceloanbushesses? If yes,whatregulations
should beinstituted?

There will be handoutsavailable thatcove, in moreddail,
thetypesof loansard issuesraiseal above. All handous,
plusaddtionalinformationis available at the Leagueweb
site http://lwvmilwaukee.ogy/locd_study.htm

ACTION
Ruth Sredic

National

- Lobbying for DC Voting Rights hasbemme habitual as
we wereaskedagainto suppot this legislation andwill like-
ly be doing it againasit wentnowhee - alsoa patern

- We wereaskedto cal our SenabrsandRepresantatives to
sign onto the GreatLakesTaskForce lettersthatwere then
given to the variousAppropriation Committee Chars of the
Corgress A coherenfappro&h to our GreatLakes water-
ways is very crucial.

State
- ThelLeagueis partof a coditi on of organizaions support
ing a proposl to increasesclool bresfastpartidpation in
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Wisconsn. Wisconsinranks514 naiondly in the number
of low-incomestudents eding both school breakfast and
lunch. Demongrationswere staged in Madisonandour leg
islators were visited on thisissue

- Globd Waming legislation was in nead of cosponsors.
We lobbied our legidlatorsto sign onto thebill. The bill
would cgp CO2 at 1990levels ard mandaed their being
reachedby 2020.

- TheVoter ID amendment still rearsits ugly head It
would require voters to show a photolID in orde to vote. A
Rutgers University study shows tha states that imposed
identification requrements on voters reduced turnou atthe
polls in 2004 presidential election by about3 percent,andby
two to three timesasmuch for minorities.

- The Compasdonae Carefor Rgpe VictimsBill wasintro-
ducal in March and the Leaguesupportsthis bill. We lob-
bied our Sende andAssembly representativesregardng this
legidation. It requires hositals to provide informationon
andaccessto emergency contraception (EC) for victims of
sexual assault. Only onethird of Wisconsn emegercy
rooms unonditiondly offer EC to rape victims.

- Our oppodtion to the Cable Bill ascurently worded
broughttedimony from our State Leagueaswell asseveral
locd leagues including our County Leaguewith Louise
Petring presenting our comments. We worry thatit will take
awgy fundsfor community progranming and the educatbn-
al channés thatour local cable compariesprovide. It has
sewerd othe defects andwe will belobbying on this as
membes in early April when thebill is delated in the
Assembly and Senak.

Local

- TheHousingTrust Fund Groupand the City of

Milw aukee were successful in getting languaye changng the
stae statute on TIF'sincluded in the Governor'spropcsed
stae budge. Leaguemembe's were asked to call the
Govenor andthank him for thisinclusionin the budgetand
for theindependentfinarcing of it as well as calling our leg-
islators and asking them to suppot this changeand the
finandng tha goes with it.

- Our League members were invited to a Water-Wise confer
ene in March Chating the Cours for Our Water Future
providing toolsto hdp conseve water reources held at
Carroll Collegein Waukesha Hopeyou took advantage of
this.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Helga Guequire, Naturd Resources Conmittee

At the Urban Ecology Center on March 22, Represertative Jon
Richards reported on the Gred lakes Water Resource Compact
(GLWRC) and the Legslative Council Study Comnitte€s work
on making it into Wisconsin law.

At this time the Stateof Minnesota has passel the GLWRC into
law. Wisconsin, Ohio, lllinois and New York are moving
toward passace. Indianais lagging behind. The Caredian
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec approve the shag of the com-

continued on pg. 6
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pad but negotiationsfor a treaty betweenCanada andthe
U.S. will not be approacheduntil the U.S. Legisldure passes
the compect.

Attemptsto protect the Great Lakesbeganin 1909with the
Boundary Waters Treay. This wasfollowed in 1985with the
Great Lakes Charterand the 1986 WaterResourcs
Development Act (WRDA). The limitations of WRDA
include its scope—it doesnat include in-basincontrols,defi-
nitions, dedsion-making stardards and processes aswell as
questiorable applicability to ground water. In addition
WRDA is only afederal law and can be changedor elimina-
ed by Congess. Thisis ared possihlity since30 thirsty
statesin the south and westare gaining populationand,thus,
legslative power, while the Great Lakesstates arelosing pop-
ulation and palitical power.

Accordingto researchdone by Jadi HabushSinykin of
Midwest Environmentd Advocaes,WRDA does not provide
red protedion for the Grea Lakes. It allowsfor water diver
sion far outdde the GL basinif all governorsagree. It allows
unlimited diversionfor agricultural and industrid useif all
governorsagree. And it does not require a diverting commu
nity to returnwater to the GL basinif all govenorsagree.

The GLWRC will remealy thesewegnesses.Managementof
in-basin uses; prohibition of diversion (with exceptions)&
bulk water tranders limits; and water conservéion/efficiency
goals will bedecided on aregond basiswith the undelying
premisethat al non-cansumed water will beretumed to the
basn without usingary out-of-basin wate to meetthereturn-
flow requiremants

TheWiscorsin Legislaure will be taking on the issueof the
Great Lakes Water Resaurces Compact this spring. It will be
up to all of usto monitor the processand to let our represen-
tativesand senatorsknow that we wart to protect these Great
Lakes for our families, wildlife ard the future.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Marianne Steigerwald,Char

The LeaguelR Committeedisaussel the entire set of
"GreatDecisbns"readngs andthelectures presented by
the Institute of ForeignAff airs at UW-Milwaukes and
reports.

WAR CRIMES, DiscussionLeader. Mike Daun.
Disaussbn focusedon the definition of war crimes, dis-
tinctions betweencivilian and military victims, optionsfor
dealing with attackssuch as 9/11, optionsfor dealing with
individual war criminals, andmotivation behind war crimi-
ndity (e.g.,wasOsamabin Laden'smotivation -- to save
theworld by making all countiies Islamic -- the same as
GeorgeW. BusHs motivation-- to sawe the world by mak-
ing all countriesdemocracs?).

CLIM ATE CHANGE, DiscusionLeade: Cd Gonde.
Disaussbn beganwith statistics on fadtors cortributing to
green housegases25% come from produdion of electrici-
ty, primarily due to the use of cod; 18% comefrom defor-
estation: 14% come from transpatation (expected to dou-
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blein 30 years). Evidence of and soluionsto global
warming wasdisaussed. It was agreed the US should sign
the Kyoto Tresty.

HEL PING THE WORLD'S ENDANGERED CHIL-
DREN, Discussion Leader: Mel Brombeag. Dangerstrap
children in many cultures worldwide (povety being key to
mos), andresult in massve numbes of orphars who sur-
vive by raiding garbage dumps and oftenfall into the
hards of slave traders then militias or sex traders, or both
in the caseof girls. Several broughtup thefailure of the
media & lecturers, to focuson overpopultion, a major
cortributorto this problem, sincesmaller families would
reducethe need for afamily to sell one or morechild in
orde to feed the others. Early mariageis a meansof help-
ing thegirl's family eliminae onemouthto feed. Unless
overpopuldionis addressed and family planningingituted,
aid would simply fund the cycle of povety and starvaton.
The current adminigration has repeatedly cut family plan
ning money from foreign aid.

INTERNATIONAL IMMIG RATION, Discussion
Leader: Jim McCann. World immigration correlatesclose-
ly with trade decreasing as tradedecreases during major
wars and during periods of isolation that resultin trade
restictions.

Globdization intengfies immigration as changesin
economesreallt in changas in employment leaving some
couwntries needng laboers while others suffer high unem
ployment. Tho= in thelater countiestend to emigateto
find jobs joining othe emigrantsfor political, religious or
family reasons Mythsabout Mexican immigrants were
reviewed (immigrantsnot paying Sodial Security taxes
taking jobsfrom American workers, and refusingto lean
English.). The solutionssuggeted (charging feesfor tem
poray workers to legitimize them so that state and federal
taxescould be collected, borde parols dradically reduced,
andgovenment coffers increased to providefor their care)
seemed much morepractical than the spesker's.

NEIGHBOR IN TURMOIL: MEXICO, Discussion
Leader: AnneMorrissey, After reviewing the speakers sta-
tistics showng Mexico is a middle class countrywith a
growing economy andhis urging tha America work more
postively with Mexico, as do Europen naions, he gener
ally avoided Mexico's problens. A student questionedhim
abaut Mexico'sfarming sydem (hilos) in which the gov-
ermment owns mog of thelandyet fails to provide the nec
essay equipment for those living on the land to farm suc
cesfully. It wasatthat pointtha the spesker admitted that
bagc reforms are needed -- land reforms and ecornomic
changes -- and tha Mexico is not advandng as quickly as
its Asian compeitors. He did not bring up the probem of
corruption. Readingsgave afuller picture of Mexico, its
improvements and its problems. Mostof the latter arecon
neded to the corrugtion in the government, which limits
who canstart busnesses & taxes the wedlthy little (which
in turn prevent the governnent from having the fundsto
providedecent education, health care food, housng for



the poor, andmanpowerto dealwith the powerof drug car
tels). The extremely poa have no hopeof govenmentofficials
regsting bribesfrom the weathy & leaves the countryripe for
revdution, - asseenin the 1.04% lossmargin of the revdu-
tionary cardidat in the 2006 presidentia election. We agred
the one sdety valve prevening a revolution from devdoping
is the possbility of crossng the borde into the US.

REFORM AND SECURITY IN IRAQ, DiscussionLeader:
Ned Maxwell. The speakeran officerassigredto train the
Iragi police, gavean eye-openig picture of the diffic ulty Iraqi
police officers havein assaiming auhority and taking responsi
bility for theirmen He felt the US forceswould needto bein
Irag "along,longtime," but that for thisto bea"just war," US
forces couldn't leaveuntil Iraqwasbeter off than it was
before we got there.A discus®n of the definition of a"just
war" ensued.“Theministry leadeship is notin contra of the
police ... thelraqi military is probaly the best organized and
managedinsitution in the govemment." But the military too
suffersinterral rifts andcorrugion. Reading gave exanples of
power vacuums andpointedout thatthefailure sofar of the
USto foster a stablelrag hascreaed "shock wavesof instabil-
ity, ange andfear[that] havespreal from Iraq acoss the
Middle East'. This gereral ingability in the areais critical,
egecially the instabilty's advantgesanddisadwantayesto
Iran. Instakility’s effect on Lebanon, Egypt, Turkey, and of
couse IsraelandPalesine meanscoming to a generalagree
ment is critical to the region.Thosewho felt stronglythatUS
troops should bewithdrawn assoonas possiblesav the last
andonly hope of prevening war from spreaing throughait
the entire Middle Eastwould be suces of the "surgé' of US
troopsin Irag.

CENTRAL ASIA, Discus#n Leade&: JohnAbelt. We dis-
cussedthefive formerRussianrepublcs, Kazekhsan,
Kyrgyzsian, Tajkistan, Turkmenistanand Uzbekistan, several
of which borderthe Capian Sea,an arearich in oil, natual
gas hydrocarbonsandmanyminerals. Their needto transport
therr oil and gasthrough Russan territory until the Caspan
Seapipelineis operableandtheir depend@&ceon Chinaas a
mgor market for their resources makes theinfluence of the
U.S.relatively minor. These recently freedcourtries, having
been long contolled by Russa, hada highly educded popuk-
tion, but sincetheir independenci 1991,therulershave
become increasngly authoritarian, with Turkmenistan's presi-
dert, Niyazoy changng its constitution to make himséf
"president for life," decreasng theleve of compulsive schoot
ing, making a book of his own spiiitual writingsthe primary
text for al gradesandclosing all libraries In Uzbekistan
authaiti es havelaunchecdh "fierce cradkdown" on all political
opporens, accading to HumanRights Watd, and the World
Bank announcedn 2006 thatit would not ente into any more
loan ageamentswith Uzbekigan becauseof its badtracking
on al emnormic andpolitical reform. On the otherhand
Kazakhgan, the mog openof thefive countries, encaurages
edwcation with a progressve scholarship program and even
enmouragesoverseagducaion, but, like the others,it hasa
poor human rights record andseens to be bemming more
authaitarian. It is worrisomne to seethesenewly freed coun
tries with the potental for greatecononic futuresdueto ther
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resoures, restricting freedom, and justat the time thattheir
former ruler and now influential neighbor, Russia, is begiming
to do so aswell.

SOUTH AFRICA: FACING NEW CHALL ENGES,
Disaussion Leade: Gloria Weiskatten. Gloria preenteda
review of Souh Africas history and then disaussedthe amaz
ing, relatively bloodlesschangeof power, from De Klerk to
Mandda, which endel Aparthed, in 1994.This wasachieved
througha combination

of internaiond pressure and mass protest, led by the ANC
(African National Congresg, aswell as throughthe wisdom
andleadership of both De Kletk and Mandda, alongwith the
preaching of DesmondTutu. Even thoughSout Africa’s tran
sition hasbeen miraculous,and the willi ngnes of the black
underclass to be patient with the slowness of the housng and
eduetion improvenents, as well as ther amazing lack of
demandfor retribution and revenge the country still facesa
numbe of major hurdles: (1) govenment corruption, (2)
administrative incompetence, (3) violent crime, (4) increasng
unenployment, (5) problerms with land reform, and pethaps
mostoverwheming, (6) AIDS. SouthAfricais the mog
advanced country on the coninent, hasjoined the African
Union and sees itself to be amgor forcein solving the coni-
nent's problems (brokering peace between Libya and the Wed,
sending peacekeeping troopsto Darfur, walking a tight rope
regarding the Zimbabwe situation. It is scheduledto takea
roteting seat onthe UN Seaurity Coundl in January. We hope
that Souh Africawill beable to sumnmon more miraclesin
dealing with its major internd problemsand its foreignrela
tionschdlenges.

VOTING RIGHTS
CONSENSUS SUMMARY
Kit Halloran-O'Meara, Co-Char

The general consensisamongour membes reaffi rmedour
oppostion to a requirement to showa photolD cardeachtime
one votes, undestandingtha anaccurate well- maintained
statewide voter registration list would be much more effective
in preventing fraud. Members felt tha felonsshould have the
right to vote resored once they are released from prison.
Membe's also approvel the stae dedgnaed training for spe-
cial deputy registrars and expressed interest in possible League
involvement in thetraining thatmight aid bringing it to the
local municipdities. Regarding extencedtime framesfor vot-
ing, membe's thoughtwe should preserve its current system of
abseitee voting and providefor or promotemoreeaty voting
(like Colorado). Interestwas highin the Orega mail-in sys-
tem, but members were mosty interested in learnng, studying,
more Membes werenot surethey wanted to eliminateactu-
ally going to the polls on Eledion Day. A propcsalto study
how Wisconsin runs its Elecions also hadconsderableinterest
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