THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

League Lines

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2007

414-273-8683

Calendar http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

September October

12 Wed, Kickoff Social, 5:30p.m.- 7:15p.m.,  5& 6 Fri. 1230~ Sat.,8 a.m.-3:30p.m. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Diamond Tower Solarum Lake Michigan InterleagueOrg.

1633N. ProspectAvenue
Confact: SueLindberg(414)271-1257
(detilsinside, RSVP)

12 Wed, BoardMeeting, 7:30-8:30
Diamond Tower Solarum
Confact: LouisePekring, (414)351-3617

13 Thur, Noon-1 p.m.,4th StreetForum
MilwaukeeTurnersBldg
“World RefugeesaindWisconsin”

24 Mon., Natural Resource€Comm.joinsIR
meetng on 25t

25-Tue.,9:15a.m.Intemational Relatbns
Committee
Topic:
“World Wide EnergyandClimateChange”
AnneMorrisseys home,
4215N. 100thSt.,#220,Milwaukee
Confact: MarianneSteigerwad,
(414)371-7836

28 Fri., 6:30p.m.Hors d'oeuvres 7 — 8:30pm
Theate & Talk Back
Tear Up the Front Page/newworks
Ensenble Theatre
A FUN “MUST” (detaik inside)

29 Sat.8a.m.—3p.m,
“M aking DemocracyWork” Summit
THIS MEETING ISA “MUST"
(detilsingide)
RoomM-605, Milw aukeeArea Technical
College
Downtown Campus Main Bldg.,
1015N. 6th Street

Regstraton online at www.lwvwi.org or use

theform inside

(Regsterby Sept.17t for thereducedate.)

10

22

23

24

AnnualMeeting

Illi nois BeachResortand ConferenceCenter
lli nois BeachStatePark, Zion, IL

(article inside)

Contact LouisePetering,(414)351.3617

Tue.,7:30a.m.—9a.m.
Immigration Study CommitteeOpenMeeting
City Market— East,2205E. CapitalDr
Shorewood

Confact ZabelleMalkasian,(414)258-2380

Wed.,BoardMeeting.Mtg.
Bulletin Deadline
Contact LouisePetering(414)351-3617

Mon., 7 p.m.,NaturalResource€ommittee
Meeting

JenniferRunquist'shome

3002E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
Confact JenniferRunquist,(414) 332-5067

Tue., 9:15a.m.,InternationalRelations
Committee

Topic: “United Nations:Doesit Work?”

Dr. Gary Shellman,Pres Milwaukee Chapter
US UN Assn.

Lucille Bowen’shome

4215N. 100thStreet#220

Contact: MarianneSteigerwald
(414)371-7836

Wed.,9:00a.m, United NationsFlag Raisings
Milw aukee:FrankP. ZeidlerBldg.,

City Hall Annex,Kilbourn & Broadway
WauwatosaN. 76th St.andNorth Avenue
WestAlli s: S. 75th St. and GreenfieldAvenue

To be Scheduled:
Training for Candidate/Issu€orums
Confact: Anne Baynton— (414) 961-1467

ARE YOUR ANNUAL DUES PAST DUE?

Check the addresslabel for your duesdue date.
Check “dues paid through” date on your address label. Not paid?
Complete the form on back of this bulletin & send in with your Dues!!!

LouisePdering

WELCOME TO ANOTHER
LEAGUE YEAR. COME SEPTEM-
BER 12th to our SaladSupperSocal.
We promiseyou’ll enjoy yoursef as
you visit with Leaguefriendsyou’ve
missed during the summerandgetto
know nevcomes.

After thefun onthe 12th, we’ll have
morefun at the September 28th
evening theater event whenTearUp
the FrontPage by TAPIT/newworks
Ensnble Theater entertainswith a
glimpseinto thelife of ajournalstliv-
ing in the world of spin andcountr-
spin. To getthingsstraight- about
protecting voting rights,canpaign
finance judicial indgpendencend
more- register for the “Making
Demoaacy Work” Sumnit on
September 29t in downtown
Milwaukee Seetheitemsinsidefor
moreinformaion on registraion and
theday’s events.

As you may note in Ruth Snedic’s
Action report, Leaguework doescon
tinueduring the summer months,
althougha slower pace. The Boardhas
hdd its monhly meetingsandwith
input from local membersand State
and Nationd League’s we have
mgppedout our Leagueyear The
realting “ Cdenda Planner’will bein

Annual Kickoff & Social

Wed.,September 12
5:30p.m. -7:15 p.m.,
DiamondTower Solarium, 1
633N. ProspectAvenue
Contact: Sud.indberg(414)271-1257
(detailsinside, RS\P)




continued from pg. 1

your hands soonUse it to find your nite inLeague
and to pan yourLeagueyea.

League isa peopk orgarzation of ommittedwomen
and ma& who make awholesone differencein com
munity life. Asyou readhis bulletin and look
throughthe “Planne™ you will seewe area multi-
issueorganization. Weall know life is not “single-
issu€ andat timesit is achdlengeto sort things out,
set prioritiesand moveon with one’sdedsions
League does thse first by sdting priorities through its
programplanningproess (see Saajane Kennedy'’s
article in theNov/Dec 2006 bulkktin on ourwebsite
and £cond by studyingsdected isues and adding to
its programpositionsthrough consnsus. This yar
we lookforwardto threestudies: The naiond study
on “Immigration,” the stae gudy on ‘Election
Adminigration,” and thelocd study on “Prelaory
Lending.” Immigration gudy membas will meet in
October Hection Administration is oneof the
September‘Summit” topics, and Predéory Lending
folks begin meting in Gctobe. Watth our website for
announements ommeeting lo@atons and times. It is
clear we ae currentand relevat snce all thesetopics
arein today’'s news.

So radthrough the giclesin thisbulletin and use
themto help youfind your nite in League If you
havequesions, phone he contat per®n noted in the
cdendaror artide. You will alwaysbe WELCOME.

MEMBERSHIP
Mary Stefaiak, Membe, Member$ip Committe

Welcometo ournewmembe's, Shaon Bloomgarde,
Leslie and RPoger Fick, Kristy Frink, JaneGenzel and
Beverly Katter. We welcome you to a organiation
whosemenbership hasgrown thepag two yeas! You
will find Leaguers friedly, interesting, and ommit-
ted to ‘makingdenocracywork.”

Continuingmemberspleasebe sire b welcomeour
new members and reember o renev; if you are
unaure about vihether your due aredue please beck
the dae in the upper right handorner ofyour address
labd. If the date § June30th 2007, plese cardully
compktethe formon thebad of thisbulletin and
send it with a check to theaddressprovided on the
form. O renewon line d http:/fwvmilwaukeeorg.
Your entrieson theform help usaccuraely record
your contacinformaion 0 it gopearscorrectly in our
menberdip directory. hank You!

Our 50-yea member, Mrjorie Loomis Marshadl
paseadl awg this hispag April. Having taught high
school for severayeas, sre chaged he ourseof
her ealy life by enrolling in theUW Law School.
After graduaing, reopenel he own law practicaen
Madion and seved on the WVII War Manpower
Commission in Madison. Laer $ie and her lusband
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pradiced law together. Her advice b young women
lawyers. “specialize”

SeveraLeaguemembeas sevingin dvic capaciies
hdp “makedenocracy work” in Milwaukee Couny
communities. Repreening Leagueare Joane
Barndt Milwaukee City Ethics Board; and Jenrfer
Runquis, MMSD Citizen Advisory Conmmittee.
Membe's who hold appointed (A) or elected (E) post
tionsare BarbaraEisenbag (E) — Milw. County
Delegat to the WI Consevation Congress,Louise
Peering (E) - Fox Point Vil lage Truskeg Barbara
Toles(E)— WI 17th Assenbly District Representaitve,
and Kerry Thomas (A) — Tranportation Working
Group ofGovenor's Task Fore on Globd Warming.

GOVERNMENT

ACTION
Ruth Snedc, Char

If you have recently joined the eectronic generaion
or changedyour email address, pkas notify Mary
Stefaniak (276-7557}o hdp herupdde ourrecords.
You will then automdicdly bemme a memberof our
“E-Mall Action Team.” Of course evey email you
receive asan action ttam member dlowsyou to click
to opt off theteam. However, | hopeyou'll stay a
memberof the TEAM and “hdp make democracy
work.” Recent actions are bdow.

National

We agan joined the"Natond Cdl to the Senate'to
hdp scurevoting rights for the Citizens of the
District of Columbia. The"District of Columbia
House Voting RightsAct” spon®redby Senabr
Liebeman and Seaor Hatch would right this wrong
but, alas didnt hgppen.

State

League nembers ontaded our Asembly represeng
tives © supportHedthy Wisconshn. We strongly sup
portthis legislation. It is still bang dévaed andthe
budge has not beenfinalized sowe are waiting to see
wha will happen.

We joined Environments Wisoonsn, Michigan and
Indiana b fight BP'sproposeé increased dunping
into Lake Michigan. Wewereasked to sign a pettion
and dso to work at actionin handing outpamphlets at
BP dations. Manyof usemaled BP’s executive in
Whiting, IN. Ove 70,000messayes from several
groups &d to theretraction ofthe propogdincreased
dumping of ammonia and dudgecontaning mercury
into the Lake.

Local
We wereaskedfor adion onthe Housing Trust Fund
to encourge the Mayor to fully includethisin the

continued on pg. 3



city budgetin full. He is thinking of paing the
budgetamount. We ned ation on thisFund ad
areasking people © amail the Mayor regading this.

Ruth $hedicmoderagd primary and ganeral eledion
forumsfor theMayord racein Cudahy. The reults
produ@da vacancy forcounty sipavisor sine@
Ryan McCue won he dection. As aresult Ruth
modeateda forumfor the spedal primary and gen
erd elections forcounyy supevisor which Pat dirsik
ultimatelywon. Weco-gonored both forums ith
the Kelly Senior Genter ad Intefaith.

SEPT 28/29, “"MAKING
DEMOCRACY WORK" SUMMIT

Louise Petering President

There isnotbetier way to get nto the sving of
“making denocracy work”than by atteding the
pair of events o September 28 ad 29. Westat
with hunmor on the 28th WwenMadison’s new wrks
EnembleTheaer presents Tea Up the Font Page,
acomaly about spi and ounte-spin whee itis
easy tolose your way ad truh disgppeas. On the
29th clarty comes @ the esuewith keynots on
“Protecting Voting Righs and Elecion Integrity
ThroughPositive $ructurd Reform” and ‘Judidal
Indepandence.” Breakoutsessons on Voing Rights,
CampaignFinance and thics: the Probém,and the
Solution, MediaReform ad othes will help us con
clude thedaywith aunited movenent for réorm in
Wisconsn. All Leagues received aflyer for the
event. Usethe formin theflyer by Septenbe 17 to
regista for both eventOR register on Ine at
WWW.LWVWI.ORG. After the 17th therate
increages$10. Seetheinsert in thisbullein for the
summit agendaand rgistration forms forthe thater
event onthe 28h and smmit on the29th. If you
havequesions, phone (414351-3617.

IMMIGRATION STUDY
Kit Halloran-OMeara Immigraion Sudy
Committee

YOURE INVITED!

START OUT YOUR DAY WITH SOME HEARTY
FARE! Summeris coming to aa end ad it’s really
time tostart thinking abouthe Inmigraion study
By Januay 208 we mustbe ®ming tocons@&sus
on a najor, compkx issue Heasefind theswpe of
theimmigration studyand Sudy Brief #1 in this
bulletin. “U.S. Immigration: A Historicd
Pergective”in the Februey 2007 “Voter” and is
avadlable online at WWV.LWV.ORG or by mail
upon requesat (414) 351-3617. Pa® leave your
nane, aldresswith ZIP codeand phoneaumber if
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you reques amaled copy. Take sone timeto
review the<e three articles.

And aswe dl work onwha we think aboutthis
issue,cometak aboutit with the committee. Don't
worry; we aren’t goingto make youdo anything!
Justthink and come shae your hinking! Thisis a
very open committee meding.

WHEN: Tue, Octoba 9th, 730am. —9 am.
WHERE: City Market-East, 2205E. Capital Dr,
Shorewood

TOPIC: The historical perspective piece & what it
tells us douttoday’s ddate

If you can’t makeit to that session,come

WHEN: Wed., Novenber14th,7:30am.to 9 a.m.
WHERE City Marked-West, 8725 Wet North
Avenue,Wauwaosa

TOPIC: To bedecided in October. More to come.

Hope b se you on Octobe 9th.

The “Immigraion” sudy tha passe at naional
convention in 2006was initially athree-year study.
However, the grassroos called for amending t to a
two-year stuidy, amovetha would engble Leagues
to advoeate ontheisaue (basal onposiions adopted
at the 2008 néiond conventon) duringthe fall elec
tions 0f2008. Working with input from local and
state Leggues, the ndiond “Immigration” study
committee defi nedthe study saope printed bdow.

* Underlying vduesand prindples regarding
immigration

» Reaonsfor migration fromother countries,
including but not limited to
Effects of globd interdepexdence on migration
Motivation of refugees and asylees
Motivation of other immigrants

 Current federal immigraton policy, including but
not limited to:
Ovewniew
Effectivenes in unting families
Effectivenes in meeting neeals of businesses
Human rights concerns

 Impad of immigration, induding but not limited
to:
Economc effects of authorized and
unauthorized immigration
Diversty
Indusgon of immigrants in American society

continued on pg. 4



continued from pg. 3

» IMMIGRATION STUDY BRIEF #1

Global Interdependence and Migration

ccording to a National Intelligence
‘ N Estimate, globalization is stimu-
lating migration with significant
implications for the U.S. Expanding inter-
national trade, finance, investment and in-
formation flows are accentuating economic
insecurity and migration pressures.
Migration pressures on the U.S. and
within the Americas region are expected
to continue to rise in the next decade.
Despite strong economic prospects in
Mexico, the disparities in living standards,
increased demand for labor in the U.S.
and immigration reunification laws will
sustain Mexico as the single largest source
of authorized and unauthorized immigra-
tion to the U.S.

Remittances
The flow of remittances (the transfer of
money by foreign workers to their families
and communities in their home countries)
from the U.S. has reached record amounts
and represents a major source of income for
millions of individuals and communities.
According to an Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB) study, Latin American
households receive $60 billion annually from
remittances worldwide, more than these
countries receive in aid from the U.S. and
from institutions such as the World Bank.
Remitted funds have a positive impact
on the development and welfare of coun-
tries receiving the funds. The money for-
eign-born workers send home is mainly
used to cover basic necessities. For example,
about 8 percent of remitted funds in
Oaxaca, Mexico, is spent on business start-
ups or investments, while 92 percent goes
to meet daily needs. Remittances improve
access to education and health care for
families in immigrants’ home countries and
help banks finance imports from the U.S.,
offsetting country trade deficits (where
imports exceed exports).
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U.S. Policies
U.S. agricultural policies, e.g., farm sub-
sidies, have resulted in unexpected conse-
quences, including an increase in unauthor-
ized immigration. Subsidies have allowed
U.S. farmers to sell corn at prices below
cost. Corn is the centerpiece of the Mexi-
can diet, and, according to a 2003 Oxfam
briefing paper, the Mexican corn sector was
being displaced by subsidized low-cost corn
imports from the U.S. Thus, millions of
Mexicans, unable to make a living in Mexi-
co, emigrated to escape rural poverty.
Current heightened interest in alterna-
tive fuel for automobiles means things are
changing; corn-based ethanol production
in the U.S. has increased, driving up corn
prices as well as exports. Consequently,
feedstock and tortilla prices have risen,
hurting the pocketbook of many Mexicans.
On the other hand, rising corn prices ben-
efit Mexican corn growers.

Employment Issues
Pressure to emigrate will continue if many
new working-age people entering the job
market in developing countries fail to find
work. According to a National Intelligence
Estimate, Mexico’s new job creation rate is
700,000, while the number of new workers
entering the Mexican market is nearly one
million annually. Mexico also has a brain
drain - nearly a third of all Mexicans with
advanced degrees leave Mexico for the U.S.
Global competition to attract for-
eign graduate students to universities is
growing. In 1989, American universi-
ties awarded twice the number of PhDs
granted by Asian countries. According to a
July 2006 Migration Policy Institute study,
by 2001, the gap had closed putting the
U.S. in more competition for the highly
skilled workers needed to fill U.S. jobs.
Immigration policy affecting high-
skilled workers becomes increasingly

THE NATIONAL VOTER =

important as the competition for high-
skilled labor increases around the world.
Ease of employment-linked permanent
residency is a factor that can facilitate or
deter immigration to the U.S.

Solutions
Robert Pastor, Director of the Center for
North American Studies at American Uni-
versity, concludes that narrowing the income
gap between Mexico, the U.S. and Canada
is the only way to stop the flow of migrants.
He supports the proposed North American
Investment Fund, funded by Mexico, the
U.S. and Canada, which would be used to
build highways, roads and broadband inter-
net lines in southern Mexico to connect it to
North America. The effort would not stop
illegal immigration, but is projected to double
Mexico’s growth rate and reduce the income
gap with the U.S. by 20 percent in a decade.
Tamar Jacoby (Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec.
2006) points out that immigrant influx is
the product of changing U.S. demograph-
ics, global development and increasingly
easy international communications. Pres-
sures to emigrate from developing coun-
tries will remain intense, fueled by poverty,
lack of jobs, population growth and politi-
cal instability. At the same time, globaliza-
tion increases access to information about
lifestyles and opportunities in industrial-
ized countries. The global integration of
the labor market for both highly skilled
and unskilled workers is also a continuing
trend. Immigration laws and policies need
to take into account these realities, along
with the effect of other laws and policies
such as farm subsidies and NAFTA. m

This brief is based on the LWVUS Immigration
Study Committee background paper, “Effects of
Global Interdependence on Migration” by Dor-
rit Marks. The paper (including full citations
of sources) is available at www.Iwv.org.
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NATURAL RESOURCES

LAKE MICHIGAN INTERLEAGUE

ORGANIZATION (LMILO) ANNU-
AL MEETING

Oct. 5& 6, lllin ois Beach Resort, | llin ois Beach
State Park Zion, IL

LMILO isan oganizaton of Leaguesfrom staes
bordeing Lake Michigan thaconinues to actively
work to protectandregore Lake Michigan. LMILO
recentlyreceived ginificant presatention in the
Chicagofor ther work to prevent British Petroleim
from increasing their dschage loals b Lake
Michigan. The annual reding features tours of the
N. Shae Sanitary Dstrict udgedryer and melter
as well asthe DesPlaines Rver Wetlands
Demongration Project The dnner kgnotes dela
with dunes and wat supplies. Oganizationd and
environmentalssues Wl befeaured dumg the
busnessmeetirg. Registraion is $70.00: Includes
Fridaydinner,Saturday kesfag and lundy mea
package. Formore hnformaion and toregiste
phone(414)351-3617.

WISCONSIN CONSERVATION
CONGRESS & THE DNR

Barbaa Eisenberg, nember, N\R Comrittee

SinceApril 2005, | have servet asMilwaukee
County’'selected detgae to theWisconsin
CongrvationCongress, amof 72 avisors to the
DNR Board. Wsconsh isthe ony state tha has
this typeof citizen advsory bodythat pe&s to the
DNR Board, the DNRandthe legislature Up for
re-electon in Apri 2008,Barbarahasthe support of
the Natural Resources @mmitee If you have't
heard, theDNR will have anew Secretary; Sott
Hassett has resigned and &t Frank isGovernor
Doyle’s appointee.

http://www.dnrstate .wiusbrg/irboard/ongress/

MMSD 2020 FACILITIES PLAN

Dr. Jennfer Runqust, Chair, Natural Resource
Comm. andLeague Rpreentdive to MMSD
Citizeris Advisory Gommittee, 2005-2007

On Monday June 112007 te Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage Disict (MM SD)
Commisioners unaniraudy approved arnnnova
tive ard widereaching “2020 Falities Han.”
Partiaularly innovative is thewatershedapproat to
managingthe non-poinpollution tha contaminaes
area freams and Lake Mhigan.
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Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewverage District engk
neers hare conduded that investing moremoney in
deep tunnebk would not be cost effective, because
additional storage will not providesignificant
improvaments in water qudity. Current storage
capecity for wet weather events is 521 million gal
lons of ewaage MMSD nornally treats about 150
million gdlonsof severage pa day. MMSD is
capable oftreating dmost700million gdlons of
saveragepea day The facilities plan propogs
instlling more pumpsat the endof thedeep unnel
sygem beneath Jone Island,to enabk opeators to
empty tunnds morequickly after heavy rains. These
purmps would costabout$108 milion and will be
installed in two pha®s A faster pace of punping
wastewater out of the tunnds will provide additional
storage @paity during long-duraion storm events.
Additiondly two large tunnek, being built under he
Milwaukee and KK Rivers, will send weragge and
storm water directly into Jones Idand for process
ing. This harbor propd is a $138million dollar
project. The addtiond tunnds, rehabiitation of
regional collection sewers that connet to the un-
nes, and condruction ofa 2.5 mile-long wet weah-
er relief sewer undeneah the Menomone Valley,
will provide moreeffi cientand dfective treament
of wastewater duringrain events.

A major probem facing MMSD and it's 28service
communities is thatthere is excessve water leakage
into municipd sewers tha drain into MMSD’s
regional collection system during ran events. These
leaksoverwhdm the sewers causing oveflows in
munidpalities. This dsomeanstha the supposed
“sepaated saverage’ coming fromthe municipali-
ties may bemanly ranwaer, which in turn fills the
degp tunneb. MMSD is raguiring the municipalities
to reduce excessve inflow and infiltration (I/1) from
their systems durng the next 13 years. The costof
this commitment is $400million. Pat of the pro
gramto reduce rainwaer being ent to MMSD is the
useof rain barels, rain gardens and downgpout dis-
connection. Additiondly studies are showing that
some munidpd storm sewers arecarrying human
waste coninuousy (not related to rain events), ndi-
cating tha perhgpsa sewer lateral is inappropiately
feeding into astorm sewer, nota regular sanitary
sawver. This human fecal contamination of our water
repurces needsto be stoppeal.

Another important problem relates © water qualty
in Milwaukee's rivers Water qualty significantly
deteriorates during rain eventsin large pat due to
animal feces, pedicidesand othe pollutants wash
ing into therivers. Hgh E. coli count found in he
rivers corrdates with rain events. Thesehigh bacter
ial couns are foundeven when there are no sever
oveflows. The Regiond Water Quality
Managenent Plan Updéae will addresswater quality

continued on pg. 6
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issuesin the Greater Miwaukee Watrsheds (1,127
sq. mi.) ncluding the Milwaukes, Kinnickinnic,
Menamonee, and 8ot Rvers O& Creek, and the
Lake MichiganDirectDrainage Area The MMSD
planning aea is only a portn of thisregianal are
(411 sg.mi). Each watershel will have a“Watershel
Action Plan.”

Urbanand ruralnonpoint sormwate runoff pollution
compriges over 90 of thebaderialoadof the
streansin the Greagr Milw aukee Waersheds. Rural
improvementsriclude maure ad nutrientmanae-
ment, riparian bufers, wetland resoraion, and
restriction of livesbck accesto dreans. Urba
implementabn will include déermination of illicit
dischages to thestorm water managenent syste,
chloridereduction, feiitizer mangement, marage
ment of pet and wildlife wade, and grea fedures.
Water quality assessent will includefisheries
improvementand water gality monitoring by
MMSD, WI DNR andcitizen-ba®d prograns.
Communicéion betveen 88 muniipalities, dtizens,
MMSD, SEWRPC and regutory antities will be
required b upgrade our wonderfnd inportant
wate respurces.

WATER -“TO BUY OR NOT TO BUY
BOTTLED WATER"” & BOTTLED
WATER IN COURT

LouisePeteringNR Committee Member

There areseveral good ®@sons notto buy bottled
wate 1) bottling water draw down ajuifers 2)
drinking waer standards for bdéd wate arelower
than thos for tap water 3)petrolaum used to make
the plastic bottles needlesglincreasesour deend
ence o oil, a dwindling resource 4) thegreat mgori-
ty of bottles are notecyclal, 5) thepossibility of
“bisphonol A” leaching from lte plastic bottleinto
the waterconsttutes a publicedth concen.

A note aboutbisphenolA: This organicconstituat
of pladic has leen sown by veaal non-industry

resaarchersa leach mto botted wate from the bottle.

Otherresarchers coest thos results. Aside from
ther disagreement, pubt health officials bdieve it is
wise o practie the “Preautionay Prindple,” speif-
ically - if there 8 some eidene of ham to heéth,
avoid thebehavor until it is proven afel

CourtDecision:As Michigan dizensfight to protet

their sreamsand water table, the MichiganSuprene
Court, by a 4-3vote, recently narowed alandmark
environmentd protection law that allowed stae resk
dents to sueto block devdopmaent projects they hink
would harmthe environment.

You might recall tha Wisconsh citizens mortgaged
therr farmsin afight to keep aNestle subsdiary from
building abottling plant in Adans Countya few
years ago. Nestle then went to Michiganto mine
water. In July, the Michigan Suprene Courtdeced
thatlocal reddents have theright to sueNestle
Waters North America and its bottled water operaton
ove potential damages to the Dead Stream and
Thompson Lake in Mecosta County but don't have
the legd standingto sueove anearby lake andthree
wetlands— in the same hydrologicd sygem - because
Nedle does notuse those paticular areas. See
http://www.woodtvcon’Globd/story.asp?S=6837487
for more detlls.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

OPEN COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Mariame Stegerwald, IR Comnittee Char

Asit trueof all Leaguemeetings, outmontly com
mitteemedingsare open to dl Leagues and the pub
lic. We generally meet in member’s homesto social
izea bt anddiscuss current issues — in depth. Al our
meding daes, topics, times and locgionsappearn
the buletin calenda. And our discussionswill be
regubrly summarized andappea this buletin. Again
this year we will be following the Great Decisions
seriessponsorel by UW-Milwaukee's Institute of
World Affairs. Join usfor simulating and mind-
expanding discussions

SOCIAL POLICY

ABOUT LEAGUE: MEETING TYPES

Differentkinds of meetings foser different objetives
League*Unit Discus$on Meetings” enable membes to tdk
morein depth with oneanothe, devéop atopic or arrive at
consemsus. Our “Geneaal M edings” dlow members to hexr
presentionsand ask qustionsof presenters. Often thes
topics arediscussd at subsguent “Uhit Meetings.”

HOUSING TRUST FUND $%$$ ISSUE
SueLindbeg, Director

However you see it —as @nfusbn/misundersand
ing/disagreement— there is a difference beween
Mayor Baret’s budgetand Interfaith Conference’s
undestanding of the City’s finandal commtmentto
the HTF. As Marcus White stated in arecent email, it
“seams to boil down b adifference of opinion about
the gpropriae basdine funding.” Leagueis stayng
tuned b theissueand will be supportng the HTF and
continueto ask for yourhdp asa membe of our
email action team.
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UNICEF

Mel Brombeg, Director & IRCommittee Liaison

Ead yea the UNICEF progran internationd
requess thatlocal communites"Trick or Treat for
UNICEF". UNICEF Intern@iond ass school dil-
dren, twurchorgankaions and retad esteblishments
to collectchangem brightly colored andogo desig
natedboxes dung the Halloween holidy. Ead box
containsinformation onUNICEF and describs
where the collected monegoes — for vacinaions,
sde drinking water, oralrehydration theray, basic
educaion for girls, food,and sipplies for infants and
nursirg mothers.The Milwaukes United Néaions
Associationnow coordinges Milwaukees UNICEF
program. All civic organiatons, £hools, twurches,
mosqesandsynagogues kerechildren atend ae
eligible to hdp collectfundsfor this year's UNCEF
Trick or Treatprogram. league menbers an hép
UNICEF by distribuing boxesand coordinéing col-
lection efforts with omganzaionsinterested in
UNICEF’s work - teacherstaareascools, plaes of
worghip a "Sunday Scholp' or retail establishments
(like Fier One). Pease contet me, Mel Bromberg,
at414-352-978 for informdion aout distributing
boxesandretuming donations

MPTV - HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!
Ellis Brombeg, LWVMC Membe & Geneal
Managerof MPTV

MilwaukeePulic Television(MPTV), southeastern
Wisconsin's premérenoncommecial media organt
zation, is celébrating ts 5ah annversay this yea.
For hdf a century MPTV has providel southastern
Wisconsin and nottiernlll inois with outstading pre
gramstha educag, inform, entetain, stimulate and
inspire.

It all beganin October 195%ith WMVS/Channel
10; in 1963, WMV T/Gannel36 went on theair.
Fromthe verystart,"10&36" haveoffered the rgion
extensve coverageof personkties evens and the
arts andin-depthcoverageof signficant issues.
MPTV has always hada commitnment toproviding a
rich mix of educatonal programning for the very
young, forthe chssroomand for Ifelong leaners.
WMVS and WMVT renain the only honommergal
educdiond TV statbns lcensal in theMilwaukee

marketby theFederal @mmuni@ations Commission.

Now, in anticipaton of the "an#og shutoff" in
February2009, when allJ.S. téevision be&eomes
digital, the MPTV family has grown to indude six
new 24-hour digial TV seavices:

MPTV HD onchannel 36-1: tharea'sonly complete
HD andwidescreen T\thanné

MPTV WORLD onchaand 10-1:doaumentaries and
public dfairs prograns (beginning Augustl5)

MPTV V-ME onchaand 10-2:

Spansh languaye public television

MPTV KID S onchannd 10-3:

qudity educational PBSchildren's sries

MPTV CREATE on thannel 10-4:lifelong learning -
cooking, panting, travding, andmord

MPTV EXTRA onchanné 10-5:NOAA weather
mapsand soohing classicd music

The newdigital stationsmay beviewed off-the-air
with adigital TV setortune, and ae al carried on
Time Warner Céble.

KRM Commuter Rail:
State Budget is the Key

KRM Commute Rail wouldbe a big steptoward
building a sustaiableand equitable multimodal
transporttion networkin SEWsconsin.Your help
isnealad to kegp KRM a viable option.

Contact your state senator and staterepresentative
today and urgethemto aupportthe following important
items in the sate budgé: $13 rental car fee as adcal
funding soure, and bonding and opeating authoriy for
the SE Wsmonsn Regiond Trangt Authority (RTA). The
RTA unamnoudy re@mmmendedtherenal car fee as the
local fundingsoure.

If a local funding sourceis notenabkdin the budget, the
deadiine for federd funding application will be mssed
and KRM will become amud biggerchallenge.

Whatis KRM Commuter Ral?
KenodiaRadne-Milwaukee (KRM) Conmuter Ral
would link the Milwaukes-Chicago econonic corridor,
conneting 35lakesideconmunities including 3 of
Wismnsdn's 5largest cities. There are 9 stations panned
in SEWisconsh with connectionsin Kenosha and
Waukegan to the ChicagoMetra trains.

Nealy 2 million people live within 3 miles of the e>xat
ing and plannd train stations,and nearly 1 million jobs
are within 1 mile of the gations.

For moreinformaion, please visit
www.transitnow.oig,and www.krmonline.oig.




~Join the League Today!

Beamea menber of the Leagte of Women Voters ad hdép Make Denocracy Work!

Dues [Circk Ore]: $60Individual ~ $75 Houghold (2 or more individuals) $25 Stucent $25 LimitedIncome
$100 Sustining (supprts $25 membeships) $160 Centemial (supports &tion & adivities)

Name Home Mone( )

Address Work Phone( )

City W Zp__ e-mall

Involverent [CheckOne]: Active__ or Supprting __ Intereds

Please Nat: Pleasecircle your preferred meas of cotad ard mal this form with your check to theLeague of Women Voters of
Milwaukee County, P.O. Box 100785 Milwaukee, WI 53210, Thank You. (Non-tax dedutible contributions may be made to the LWV
MilwaukeeCounty. Fora tax dedudible gift to theLWV Milwaukee County, write aseparateteed, minimum $50,payatte to the LWV
Education Fund. Mail contributonsto the membeship dus addess above.)

mYy

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

P.O. Box 100785
Milwaukee WI 53210
4142738683

. ARE YOUR ANNUAL DUES PAST DUE?
http ://lwvmilwaukeeorg

Check the date on your address label.



