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January
1 HappyNew Yea!

14 Wed.,6 pm Board Meeting
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

17 Sat.,Heath Care Luncheon
11:15am social,11:45 amluncheon
Wisconsh Club, MitchellRoom
900Weg WisconsinAve.,Milwaukee
Contacts Ruth Snedic,(414) 771-7690&
LouisePetering,(414)351-3617
Mail reservationdy Jan.10 (form inside)
Online reservationdy Jan.12

21 Wed.,Unit Discussion Meetings
ProgramPlanning

1:15 pm St. Matthew's Church
1615WauvatosaAve., Wauvatosa
Contact:Gloria Weiskotten,(414) 354-9783

6:30 pm ShorewoodPublic Library
Comnunity Room Souh, Shorevood
Contact:BarbaraHussn, (414)351-0819

7:30 pm Natale Kleman'shome
8801W. OklahomaAve., #111, WestAllis
Contact:Ruth Snedic,(414) 771-7690

26 Mon., 7 pm Naturd ResoucesCommitee
3002E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist,(414) 332-5067

28 Wed.,9& 11am.and2p.m.
New Voter/New Citizen Naturalization
Ceremony
FederalCourthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contact:LWV Milw. Co.,
414-273-8683(VOTE)

29 Thur.,9& 11am
New Voter/New Citizen Naturalzation
Registation
FederalCourthouseb17 E. WisconsinAve.
Contact:LWV Milw. Co.,
414273-8683(VOTE)

February
9  Mon., Bulletin deadine for March-April
Leaguelines

Contact:LouisePetering,(414)351-3617

11 Wed.,6 pm BoardMeeting
1845N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact:LouisePetering,(414)351-3617

11 Wed.,9& 11a.m.and2 p.m
New Voter/NewCitizen Naturalization
Ceranony
Fedeal Courthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contact:LlWV Milw. Co.,
414-273-8683(VOTE)

12 Thur,,9& 1lam
New Voter/NewCitizen Naturalization
Registraion
Fedeaal Courthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contact:LWV Milw. Co.,
414-273-8683(VOTE)

17-Tue.,7 am 8 pm SpringPrimaryElection
17-Tue.,ElectionNight Reporting

18—Wed.,Unit DiscussionMeetings
Topic: ElectionAdministrationConsensus

1:15pm St. Matthew'sChurch
1615WauwatosaAve., Wauwabsa
Contact:Gloria Weiskotten(414) 354-9783

6:30pm ShorewoodPublic Library
CommunityRoomSouth,Shorewood
Contact:BarbaraHussin,(414) 351-0819

7:30pm Natalie Kleman'shome
8801W. OklahomaAve., #111,WestAllis
Contact:Ruth Snedic,(414) 771-7690

23— Mon., 7 pm NaturalResource€ommittee.
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067

Note: TheLeaguelnternationalRelations
Committee'sGreatDecisionsweekly Monday
discusionsrun Jan.26 throughMar. 16.

The UW-MilwaukeeTuesdajectureseriesruns
Jan.20to Mar. 10. Seethearticleinside.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
LouisePetering

HappyNew Yeat Wisconsinexpert
encediwo smoot, relatively error-free
fall elecions.Thanksto all of youwho
workedto assure voters of their rights
andhelpedwith the Leagueelecton-
related projects thatAnne Baynn
repots on below. We canlook forward
to aless hecic spring elecion cycle.
Stateofficeson the balot are
Supeitintendentof Public Instructon,
Judtice of the Suprene Court, Courtof
Appeask (District 1 in Milwaukee
County), andCircuit Court Brancheq11
in MilwaukeeCounty). Municipal elec
tionsare ontaptoo. Onceagan, we wil |
hold canddateforums ard reportelec
tion reallts.

While the electon+elated andother arti-
clesin this bulletin docunentthe com

continued on pg. 2

Winter Social hosts JoAnne and Michael
Barndt visit with Santa as dozens of
Leaguers and guests enjoyed an evening
of friendship and laughter.

"The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy

leads to civic improvement. Join LWV - where leaders are actively
engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels."




President, continued from pg. 1

mitted work of Leaguemenbers,our DecembeiVinter
Social demongratedthatwe also know how to party. Good
foodandconverstion,ablazng fireplaceanda visit from
Sant bearinggifts awated us at the homeof Joanneand
MichaelBamdt. Thankyou, JoanneandMichael,for your
howitality. Missedthe fesivities?Waich for this fun event
onur 200-10calerdar.

Ring in the New Year by bringing a guestto the Jan.17
generalmeetingat the WisconsinClub featuringinterna
tionalbusinesconsiltantJosephGeck. In keepingwith
our LWVUS emphass on hedth care,hewill spe& on
“Health Care Cods andQualty: How theU.S.Competes
in the GlobalMarkeplaceGiventhe U.S. HealthCare
Sydem” Reseve soonfor this event Wednesdayjan.21
maurks the unit discusgon meetingswherewe will begin
programplanningfor the 2009-2010Milwaukee County
andWiscon#n Leaguestudy andadvocacyemphasesSee
you there

PROGRAM PLANNING

ProgramVice PresidentSueLindberg

Every year, local Leaguesparicipatein local andstéae pro-
gramplanning. At January unit discus®n meetingsmembers
makerecommerdationsto thelocal andstate Leagueboaidsto
readgt existing postitions, to review/restudythos positionsor
to admt a new study.

It is imperative thatmenbersdo their homework. | have
included a brief summalry of LWVWI andLWV MC postions
in this bulletin. CompleteLWVW!Iposiions are online at
www.lwwwi.org; complete LWV MilwaukeeCountypostions
are avalable online at wwwlwvnilwaukee.orgOur local and
state positionsreailt from reeeard-basedmemberagreenents
and authorize usto take a standon policiesandlegislation.In
this yearly review, we measurecurent public policy issues
agairst our esahlishedpositionsto determinewhetheractionis
warranted. In the lastround,we adoptedhe currentstatestudy
of electon administrationandlocal study of lending practices.

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION
CONSENSUS
State Study Co-Chair Kit Halloran O’Meara

Elections,Elections,Elections.Well, November2008is
definitely behindus. Overall it wentsmoothlyin
MilwaukeeCounty andbeyond-- amazingly smoothly.
Thankyou to all who sentin surveysof the activity wit-
nesedat polling placeson Elecion Day. Your observations
will help shapepost-eéction interviewswith muricipal
clerks.

Many questionsandsuggesbnshavesurfacedsinceNov.4.
Our Feb.18 discusson units will provide anopportunityto
guidethe ElectionAdministration stae studyto consensus
basdon your expeiencesandreportsfrom clerksandpoll
workers.Consder the questonsin the guidebelowwhile
preparingfor unit discussions:

DISCUSSION/CONSENSUSGUIDE
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A. Early Voting vs. Absentee Voting

Facedwith longlinesandotherproblemswith in-person
absentevoting in the daysbefore the election,a number of
officials havesuggesed thatWisconsn moveto anearly
voting system

In true early voting, voters checkin to verify their regis-
tration or to register, obtan andmark their balots andinsert
themin the optic scannemmachneto be courted. Any
problemwith a balot triggeis a machinerejection, allowing
the problemto be corecied. This is velry efficient compared
to eaty abenkeevoting.

Early absentee voting meanscheckng registation, apply-
ing for anabsenteeballot, obtaining andmarking the balot,
filling outandchecking the envebpefor the absenteballot
(with signauresof bothvoter andelecion official) and
checkng the seakd envelopeagang thepoll list. Thereis
no immediate countof the absnteeballots.

In Novenber, 20 municipalitiescountedabsengéebalotsin
acentral locaton. Thered were deliveredto their proper
wardto be counedwhenevetime pemitted. The process:
the name on the abnieballot envebpewasreadaloud,
theward on the ballot wasverified with the ward on the
outdde of the envebpe,a voter numberwaswrittenon the
envebpeandbalot andcheckedoff thelist of numbers,
thenthe balot wasstraighenedout andinsetedin the
machneto be couned. If the machnerejecteda balot, it
sonetimestook two or three peopleto deermmine the voter's
intendedchoicesandto reconsructthe ballot - if possble,
using the samenunber.

Proponens of eaty voting believeit will reduceadministra
tive work, increas accuacy andreducelines both during
early voting and on Election Day. Critics cite addedcosts
to municipalitiesfor new machnesandfor staffingand
queston how running totals would be protectedrom leaks
or tampering andwhatwould stop anearly voter from vot-
ing agan on Election Day. GovenmentAccountablity
Board DirectorKevin Kennedyhasstarted a review of best
pracicesin otherealy-voting states

Suggetedfurtherreading:“A Betier Vote,” NY Times
11/908 and“Voting Alone,” Washington Post11/5/08.

DISCUSS Whatare the advanagesanddisadvaragesof
early voting vs. inperson absnkeevoting?

CONSENSUS Should Wisconsn moveto atrue early vot-
ing system?

If so: Whatprecautonsshoutl beincluded?
Whatasped of abgnieevoting should be retained?

Shoul the state provide addtional reourcesto municipali-
tiesfor eaty voting, possbly basd on the percenageof
absentekarly votersin thelad presdentialelection?

COMMENTS:

continued on pg. 3
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B. Expanding Access to the Polls

Reviewthe paperthe stateLeagueprovidedin the spring
ard decdewhatmeasuresvould be the mosteffectiveand
suitableto Wisconsn to expandacces to the polls. Rate
thefollowing in preferentialorder:

Expandng voting hours
Weekencelectionday
Schoolholiday electionday
Elecion day stateholiday
Intemetvoting

Voting by malil

Early voting

CONSENSUS: Ranktheseoptionsin orderof importance
in improving acess.1 is mostimportant, 10 is leastimportart.

COMMENTS:

C. Statewide Voter Registration System (SVRS)
Matching, Non-matches and Purging

Wisconsh Atty. Gen.J. B. VanHollen'spre-electionlawsuit
lag fall spaked considerablgublic discussioraboutthe
implications of checkingnewvoter registratonson the
statwideregisty aganstdriver’s licenseor socialsecurity
informaion. OnAug.6, stateconmputersoftwarewasin
placeto matchnewvoterregistrationsagainst Wisconsn
Dept. of Transpotation or nationalSocial Securityrecords.
OnAug. 23, suchcrosscheckbecane mandatoryfor all
new voter applications.

Sincethen,local municipalitieshaverun the datachecks
ard tried to clearup the non-mathes. Many non-matches
werefoundto involve dat entry errorsor simplediffer-
erceslike a missingmiddleinitial or variancein nane for-
mator spacing.The purposeof thesecrossheckswasto
improvethe quality of the datain the statevoterrolls. It
wasnever intendedto detemine a person'seligibility to vote

Fortunately,in Wisconsin,thosewho discoverecn
Elecion Day thattheir nameswereimproperlystruck from
the voterregistration list wereallowedto re-registetand
casttheir ballots.

TheWisconin GovernmenAccoungbility Boardis in the
procesf settingstandardsproceduresnda timetablefor
retroactive reviewsof newregistratons madebetweenJan.
1, 2006andlagt August The board'sview is thatstate
checksassue uniformity andefficiency(municipalitiescan
only checkonenameatatime), while reducingthe admin
istrative demand®n local officials. Boardproceduresvere
expectedio be adoptedat its Dec. 17 meeting. Checkits
websit for updates:www.eledions.sate.wis.gov.

D. Four-Year Voter Record

The govermentaccountabilityboardis alsodueto decide
in Decenberwhetherthe stateor local municipalitieswill
do the voterrecod maintenanceequiredby Wisconsin
statites— purgingthe registrationli stsof thosewho have
notvotedin four years. Staffis recommendinghatthe
stak do this maintenancéor the municipalitiesusing the
stak'svoterdatabaseThe Leagie shouldmonitorthis

page 3

processso it doesnot unnecesarily purgevotersfrom the
regidratonlists. It is currentlaw, butis it fair to excise
peopk from the voter list simply becausehey didn't vote
lately?

We will forward a conensis quesion if newinformation
arrivesafter newdetter presstime.

E. Process for Post-Election Disputes

In “From Registration to Recouns,” the authorsindicate
thathadUS Sen.JohnKerry won the presidental racein
Ohio in 2004,Wisconsn would likely havebeenthe state
with a bitter pod —elecion fight, for Kerry’s marginhere
was0.4%while Ohio’'s was2.1% Hadthathappenedihe
authorsenvision two ensling problems — oneconcerning
theinstitutionsregonsble for pod-electiondispuesand
the otherinvolving thetimetable for resolvingdispues.

Discus this issueandprovide comments.

Instructions for reporting
Plea® collectlocal Leaguereaults andforwardthemvia e-
mail to the state office no later thanFeb. 20.

ACTION

Chair Ruth Snedic

We solicited nominaionsfrom our membersfor the stae
boad.

Congres is on hiatus until eaty December.

Budgettalks coninueat the state level wheregovernnent
is having problens making endsmeet Gov. Jame®oyle
predict a $530billion budgetshortfall.

ACT NOW! Voice Your Opinion on Mass Transit!

Editor’s Note: For detiils see theNatural Resouces
Article “Full Speed Aead...” onpage 7.

Suppat masstranst. Citizen nputisimportant n the
processof building a tanst netwvork that fitsthe needs and
expectabnsof our community andregion. Let the gover
nor (govenor@wisconsn.gov) your state legislators
(www.legis.date.wi.ug, and count board and comon
councl represniativesknow yourviews on proposalto
investin clean, efficienttrangortation.

Legidation is neededn 2009 hat wil provide:

1) A dable, dedtakd, adequatfunding source forranst
by removing exsting ranst cogs from the propery tax,
and ndituting a sles ax.

2) A dructure for funding and egional coordinatin of
transt by creaing a pemanentRegional Transit Authoty .

For more information contct
Transt NOW: www.transgtnow.org, orcall 262-246-6151

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris WeberSponnick

This is the ime ofyearfor reflecing on all that we are
blesed with —and emenbeling two facts that rativate

continued on pg. 4
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those of s in Leagueour bkesshgs are in part due to our
civic-minded foebearssecond, equalpportunity § not a
reality in our natioror world. Many of us give thanks for
family, friends good hedh, empbyment, retiremenshet
ter, food, mug, the abity to travel, shop, managmir
affairs, ug toolsard applances.As we gie thanks foour
liberies, we ememberhios withoutthem. We are grateful
for the freedom to wrshp (or not), b assemble for the
preenfaton of grievances, to partipak in our political
process - even toun for political ofice. We give thanks for
the liberty to choose where tive, what work to do and
what kisuee to pusue. We renenber hat Leaguers are
concerned about ba rights of privacy. Ve value the in-
depth sudy ofissues - from hose hat affect us locally to
those of mational anl internatonal concen - and advocate
beter communitiedor all. We are privileged tdiscuss and
come b consenss,then petion to foser improvement.

We have power in our upit

So those ofyou who stil need to renew membeighplease
takecareof it soon. Nextyear invite someone new to our
functions Ask a friend or coleague to join you aiur Jan.

17 luncheon odan.21 program @nning unit discussions.

HEALTH CARE:
NATIONAL ADVOCACY PRIORITY
Member Rch Lindberg

Health care cos how nuch?What do we get for our
money and how do cgpanies competinternationail,
given hese cas?

Joe Geclwill be keynote speaker abur Jan.17, 2009
Wisconsin Club luncheon meetg, discussig thecost and
quality issuesof our heath caresysem in the United States
comparedo other industrig¢ed counties. In researching
healh care isuesasaconsutantto companies thatompete
in the nternational marketpte, he dscovered that that
many USbasd companies undenieihealth care ctsfor
their workerswhile those expnses are borne by govern
mentor private/governrent hybrid systems in logér coun
tries. Not only déAmericans pay more per @an than
anywhere els, Jogfound, but our country ranks lower in
the quality of care than mst other industrialized nations.

LOCAL STUDY:

LENDING INDUSTRY PRACTICES
Comnittee ChairDorothy Dean

Have you ead yourcreditcard agreemnt's fine print late
ly? The ontract agreementeiveen you and the credit
cardconpany contais a provsion for “universal default”.
What hatmeanss if you are la¢ with a payment on a sec
ond credi cad, your car paymnt or sore other pyment,
the first cedit cad company can increase your inténege,
feesand minimum montiyl paynent or reduce your linef
credt.

The contact that allows thsi is one-sided - The credit card
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issuer can changéerms atwill, butthe card haler cannot.
Such povisions have consmer advocates wwoied about
the anountof credit cad debtcaried by Americans.

Aggressive marketing by cedit cad companies is a famt
in the hugericrea® incredt cad debtover the pas20
years Notlong ago, cedit caid conpanies vere nore
selectve intheir processof making cards avéble o con
sumes. Now, cads ae beng heaviy pronoted through
the mal, on he Intemetand b groups of consumrs lke
high shooland colege sudens.

Ameiricansnow owe abou$850 bilion in credi carddebt
Theworry is thatthis will be andterfinancialmefkdown
like the subpiime housng market

Wha doesit mean touse credit responsibly?Shoutl credit
cad issuersand givicersbe hetl to dricter gandards? Can
high shooland colege sudens learn esponsila use of
credit by usng a credicad? g how does the credcard
indugry fit into thelarger lending industry?

If thee quesonsintered you, pease contact Dorloy Dean
atthe League offce @14-2738683)

VOTER SERVICE

Committee Ghair Anne Baynion

As we all know, the nostrecentelecion was hstoric.
Many peopt wolked had to hep ensure that theedions
ran snoothly and secwgly. The following League mebers
worked on Eecion Day:

Diane $eigerwatl worked asan obsiver for electon pro
tection at bilingualpolling stes, andasa depuized elee
tion official to hep voters register and understandhé bat
lot. Dorothy Dean and fris Weberprocesed abseee bal
lotsfor the Gty of Milwaukee. Brbaa Eisenberg, Kit
Halloran OMeanm, and Gbria Weiskotten served as poll
workers in Milwaukee. dann Keimendahl was a pbl
worker in Menononee Rlls. Batbam Hussin and Bel
Liebethal woked atthe pols in Fox Foint. Royand Dawn
Anderson heped canvasShoewood and Mwaukee's East
side. SarajaneKennedy worked ahe pollsin Wauwatosa
on Elecion Day andegidered nore han 60 vogrs here.
Michele Deruswas a pdlworker and egistra in Whitefish
Bay, whee 81 new vadrs castbalots in the tvo wards she
served. Dors Chottek ®rvedas anmgpectorat the River
Hill's polls. Dorothy Sheman, n conunction wih volun-
tees atthe Frst Unitarian Soaety of Milwaukee, hgled
disabed peopt from Goodwll getto the polls, regiterand
vote. Carolyn Cagore heped oganie election preatction
efforts, utilizing poll wattheis and lawyers.

At lag count 18 ofour local memberscompkted he
League pding place checkét in Milwaukee County
municipalitiesand 36 rembes and League friends repa
elecion resutsto newsservices(See eéction nght report
ing, bebw.)

Some ofthesx people wdted on behdlof League, dbers
worked on behdlof othernon-patisan oganizatons. Thei

continued on pg. 5
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stints included haKdays, entiredays and sometimes, half the mitment tha helps Leaguestay fiscally sourd. Income from

nighttoo. We salute you lafor helping make democracy
work.

Becauselhtere wee far more edy votes by absentee ballot
this fall then usual, and becaudeose ballots were nedllied
until Election Day, it created tremendougess andtsain on
municipal cletks and poll worker crews tget all hose bal
lots countedwhile dealing with Nov. 4 voters.

In recognitbn ofthese difficultes, Wsconsin's Government
Accountability Board is considering whether to make
Wisconsh atrue early-voting site. That would mean that
preElection Day votes are tallied abé time they arcast.
Wisconsi's current system daa't allow that.

NEW CITIZEN/NEW VOTER
Ruth Snedic

Our voter regstration actvitiesfor US naturalization cere
monies ae back o track.

We thankour mary voluntees who seve - three cerenmies on
Wedhesay andtwo oan Thurslay once a month. We coult
register new ciizers Oct. 22 and 2 because those datiedl
within Wiscansin's Oct15-Nov. 4 legalblackout perid for off-
site registration of new voters\We alerted these negitizens
thatthey cauld registe insead with their ranicipal clerk or at
thepolls Nov. 4 ard provided our w Citizen/New Voter bock
lets.

Evety Novernber, a special natalization ceremony is held at
the Intemational Fdk Fair. This Nov.22rd at the Rir, 33 peoe
ple be@ame rw citizens Mog of these neveitizens reciwed
the Leagwe’s New Ciizen/Nev Voter primer from Natée
Kleman Sister Palia Marieand me. Unfortunatdy our eforts
to setup vater regstration tablesn advance othe cererony
failed. We will work on ths for future ceremoniest the Blk
Fair. Sewral of those who atiaed citizen$ip Nov. 22
expressedreget that ctizenship cara a little too &te tovote in
theNov. 4 presdertial election

To cortinue regstering new clizens,our League Special
Registration Deputies must applydr retraining wth

Wiscorsin's Government Accountability Board. Pleasturn
your conpletedapplication formfrom the Board by its Jan. 9
deadlne toasue inclusion in a &ining session. Once again,
we plan training here in Milwaukee.

ELECTION NIGHT REPORTING

CoordinatorLouise Petering

Asyou wdched electon returns on Sept. 9 ancdb 4, were
you thinking of who actually had theifeet onthe ground at
municipal ard county clerks’ offices waiting for returns so

resuts coud be phoned to news agencies? | wager you did not

picture 36Leaglte membes and fiends vaiting at clerks’
offices inMilwawkee, Dodge,Jeferson, Gzaukee, Racine,
Shéoygan, Walwarth and Washington Counties. Y&6
“stringers worked at the aboe locdions for thetwo elections
A few reportersstayed at theirpogts until 3 am. Nov. 5th and
onestayed urtil 5:20 am Now that speaks of tHeénd of com
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Eledion Night Reporting piovides us wth income beyond the
$5 we retain for individud dues Beause %5 d every $60
individual membeashp goesourto the Wisamnshn and US
Leagies,dection right reporting is aiticd to ou fiscl health.
Thank you, reporters.

Thedays d eledion reporters atmuncipal clerks’ offi cesare
numbered More nmunicipdities will be eporting electronicaly
to news gyercies, ® aur League i looking for altternate funding
saurces. Pleaseforward suggestons fa fund-aising to Karen
Jarsen treasurer and development conmitteechar, a
Info@wvmilwalkeeory.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Char Ned Maxwel

Updaing the 2008 “GeatDeciions’ series for 2009 wase
topic of our Dec. 2 neetng atNed Maxwell's house. &/
discussed how he GeatDecisonsstance on Uried Natons'
paricipaion in counties sich aslraq,Afghanisan and
China elated b theLWV postions We emphasizede rela
tionshp betveen he Leaguestancesagaing hungerand
povety, andhow U.S. deéns polcy and Euopean integra
tion affects these waddwide poblerns.

We decidedto meetat Wauwabsa Riblic Library for he
upcoming eightweek dscusion groupseries,which is tied
to lecuresat University of Wisconsn - Milwaukee. Thedc
tures begn Tueglay &n. 20, 2009 oropics wiose order is
still undetrmined, ncluding: the USand rsing world pow
ers Afghanstan and Bkistan,energy and the gbalecone
my, theArctic age,Egyptin the 21¢ Century, globafood
supply, Qiba afer Cadro, and untersal human righg.

Leagle disussionson lecure opicstake place on Mondays
at 630 p.m. atthe Wauwabsa Pubic Library's second dlor
confeence oom, comer of Wauwadosa and Noitt Avenues,
begiming Aan. 26, 2009. & more informaion, contact
www.fpa.org orwww.greatdecsionsorg or Ned Maxwélat
(414)2589222.

LWV MILWAUKEE CO. REPRESENTED
AT STATESWOMAN FETE
Secetary Joann Keimendahl

State ®n.Judy Robsonwas naned he Wisconsh Wonen'’s
Network 2008Statesvoman ofthe Year Award. It was g
pleasue  atend theOct. 26 pogram at Monana Terrace i
Madison. Sn. Robon, who wasSena¢ Democrat Leader
from 20042007, haeen ngrumentl in pronoting several
issuesvital to Wisconsn reddent and led the fightor pas
sageof the @mpasionae Care for Rape \ictims bill. Sen.
Robson, m heraccepance peech, oedited League of
WomenVotersfor its contibutionsto her poitical career.

The keynoe speakerwasGeorga Duest-Lahti, aprofessor
of pditical science aBeloit Collegeand a fequentguest on
Wisconsn Public Radio. She poke about worn in poi-
tics—heir difficultiesand sicceses Women who are run
ning for pubic office ae judged dferently from men. They
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mug be smart—but naibo snart—and are frequently
judged on the tlee H's-——husband, hairdo and hemline.

LWV-WI is a menber of thewWisconsh Women’s Network.
The netvork is a coalion of organizabns and individuals
advancing the status of women andginWisconsn
through communicatin, educabn, and advocacy. Their
websie iswww.wiwomensnetork.org.

HOUSING TRUST FUND MULLED

IN WAUKESHA
Program Vice Preglent Sue Lndberg

About 50 people tured out for he Creating Communities
Campagn kickof Dec. 2 atSteinhafels Furniture
Superstre in Waukesha, with focused on \Aukesha
County'saffordable-housing crunch. Heather Duer
Combs from Intefiaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee
explaned how advocas gota housig trust fund esb-
lished in Milwaukee Count Don Fench from Habitat for
Humanty of Waukesha Cougttalked about efforts to
edablish a Housing Trustund in Waukesha County.

NATURAL RESOURCES

TRANSPORTATION
Committee Membelouise Rtering

The League'sNov. 9 essayn Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
urged he RegionalTranst Authority (RTA) to agree om
framework for efiicient regimal ranst operatonsand ree
ommend an adequate andidg@funding source foregional
transgt. Because diimited space hte opinion piece did not
refer b League pasions hat were he basis for our letter.
Those posions, availible orline on the national
(Iwvus.og) and state Wvwi.org) websies, aresummarized
here.

League positions arderived lirough membeconsensus
andplaced in one of four cafjories - Represeniae

Governnent, hterratonal Rdations, Natural Resource and

Socil Policy. The transpostion positon is found in the
“meetng basic human needsécion of our SociaPolicy
category. his may seenstrange, uiit you consider League
history.

The LWVUS tranportaion position grew out of early con
cems for equal employent and housig opportunity -
articulated in our SocidPoicy postions. By 1972, air
quality concernsto reduce vehic@r pollution were synthe
sized wih those edirer concens for equal opportunity into
a new tangortation pogion. League first used this posi
tionin backing an amendmerof the Federal Aid Highway
Act of 1972 that authared finanang some urbamass
trangt cods with highway itust funds. League again used
the msition in 1974 to preverdtalling or cutting of federal
assistance to masgansitsystens. Snce then it hageen
used to back localrad regonal moves to improve mass
trangt and sipport oher aternaitves such as exprekmes
for buses and capols.

page 6

The Trangportation postion relied upon for our Nov. 9
newspaperopinion piece eads Acces to
Transportation - The LWVUS beievesthat erergy-
efficient and ervironmentally sound transportaion
sysemns should afford beter acces to housing and
jobsand will continue o examne transpor@ation poli-
ciesin light of thesee goask.

To follow the issue bcaly, ssach RTA at the Milwaukee
Jounal Seninel webste, www.jsonline.com. Our essay
waspoged Nov 8.

BIKE RACKS ARE COMING TO MILWAUKEE
COUNTY TRANSIT
Natural ResoucesComnittee Menber BarbEisenberg

After more han tvo yeas and gveralversiors of a propos
al to bring bikeracksto pubic busesthe Milwaukee
Couny Board of Supewisors pased heplan on a 16 -3
vote. The equpmentis dated toappearon busesn

spling 2009.

FULL SPEED AHEAD FOR GREEN
TRANSPORTATION!

STATE ACTION NEEDED NOW
Kerry Thomas& L ouise Retering, Natiral Resources
Committee

Pleas Note: Trandt will be he sibjectof League Unit
Discussion Meeings n April.

A recenthistoric vote by he Souheas Wisconsin Reginal
Transt Authority (RTA) haspostioned criticdly needed
trangt advancesn ourregion within grasp.To seize lhe
oppotunity, the govenor and egislature must autorize he
RTA or communitiesin SE Wisconsn to carry hrough wth
the RTA's reconmendaions

Their authorizaion will lay the foundaton for a clean, effi
cientregional ranst nework in SEWisconsin. 8ch a
netwok will efficienty link peopé  jobs, reduce energy
use and glbalwaming enissions aswell as stengthenhe
econonic bag oftheregion’s citiesand neighborhoods.

On Novenber 10, afer two yeas of discussion and study,
thetemporary RTA wisely cane together in a 6-1 super
majority vote and econmended wo keythings: 1) make
the RTA permanentand 2)inditutea sable and adequat
dedicaed ranst fundingsource ofup © a 0.5% sas ax
coupkd b removing exgsting localtransit cost from he
propety tax. The RTA's reconmendaiton now goesa the
govemnor and Egislature for acton.

The window ofoppotunity is shot. Act NOW. A dedicat
ed funding urce and penanentopeatingauthorty will:

Reverse recent slashes in local bus services and provide
the necessary foundation for a well-coordinated regional
transit system. In the pas7 yeas, bus sendge n
Milwaukee hadeen cutl6% whie fares have gen 30%
dueto increa®d cos$s and hgging federal, sta and dcal

continued on pg. 7



continued from pg. 6, Transit

funding. Additional srvice cus of 35%are projected by
2010. A recent report by the Weirsity of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee showed that legen 2001 and 2007 in
Milwaukee and Waukesha comest atleast 40,500 jobs
becane inaccesible by transit dueotservice cuts.
Furthermoe, they estimate that if currebudgetay trends
coninue, at least 101,000 jobs once accessible by transit
will become inaccessible by 20 - a dsastrous outcome
for the regionakconomy

Jumpstart the stalled KRM Commuter Rail project.
Kenosha-Racine-Mvaukee Comrmuter Rail (KRM) can
move forwad only when a loda dedtated funding source
and a designated operatouch as the RA) are authorized.
KRM is the poposed 33-méd commuter rail line between
Milwaukee and Kenosha with\Viscorsin stops. KRM
would connect Mwaukee to the Mtra sysem of Chicago
including 25 commuities in NEIllinois. (For more infor
maiton about KRMCommuter Ril go to
www.transitnow.og, and wwwkrmonline.org.)

Lay a strong foundation for future transit enhancements
such as the Milwaukee Connector, one that wouldise the
long-dormant $91 iflion in federalfunds.

If no legislative action is taken, thaR will dissolvein
2009, he KRM project will be atrisk, local trangisystems
will coninue theirsteep decline, hurtg employers and
workers and threatening our econprand environment.

The ime to enhance transit and supgol creation$ now.
GovernorDoyle has included 98 milion for KRM capital
cods and $15 million for Milwaukee @unty bus capital
cods in his gsimulus @ckage discussiesnwith the Obama
team With a new federal admistraton, we must show the
FederalTransit Adminigration thatcities and countie

our region ae on the same page armt we have the abili
ty to provide theequired, reliak#, local dedicated fundig
for KRM and local trani systens.

Transitis a powertl tool that can suppbcommunities and
families and protect the enviroemt — n the U.S. trans
portation accountgor 1/3 of globalwaming emissions.

A vibrant egional transit network can:

» Provide afbrdable, refble and energy-efficient links
betwea jobsand workers.

» Provide an alteraive to the high cost of vehicle own
ership(the vehicle, fuel, insurance, ménance) that
consumegamily and business budget

» Encourage compz devebpment research by the
Center for TransitOriented Devalpment finds that
walkale, transit-orented @mnunities produce 43%
fewer geenhouse gas éssions han conventional sub
urban development.

* Reduce individual carbon footpringswitching a com
mute by auto to transit can reduce £€nissons an
average oR0 pounds pergyson per day.

* Reduce urbanmrawl that eas up open space needed

for receation, water table recharge, natural areas, and

farms for food.
» Reduce congestiorhat wastesime and fuel.
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INVASIVE SPECIESLEGISLATION FOR THE
GREAT LAKES ECOSYSTEM
Natural ResoucesChair Dr. Jennfer A. Runquist

Invasive pecies such aszeba and quagga mussels, wini
filter fish food outof the waer, and the sea lamprey, which
decimated kke tout, have causd geatdanage o the
Great Lakesecoystem The Unwersity of Notre Dane's
Centerfor Aquaic Consevation esimates that invasive
speciecau® $200 nilionkearin loses to the comercal
and port fisheres wildlife watchihg experiences and
increagd opeating coss for indugries power plarg, and
municipaitiesneedng accesso freshwater. Comomities
are renoving cobniesof zeba musclesfrom watr intake
pipes, sockingfish thatonce wee plentiful for sportfish-
ing, andremoving rotting abae bboms.

Most aquait invasgve eciesentkr in the ballaswvater of
ocean-gaig sips,which dunp therr ballast when theyold
or take on cargoA sngle iip may need millions of gidns
of waterasbalad to keep i balanced.This ballast does not
have tobe teakd orfiltered b preventoreign species
from entering lake waér. Snce he 8. Lawrence Saway
openel in 1959, the GeatLakeshave become hoano
more han 185 nomaive speces Closng the seaway
might be waranted, ;xce he bendf from oceanrade &
far outveighed by lhe impactand cosof these invasie
species

Propogd kgislaton in Congress, devebped overlie last
six yeas, providesworkable dandads enforceal® by the
CoastGuad. Shipswould be equired b installbalast
treatnentsystems. The natonal balag waterdischarge pro
gram 5 100 tmesmore stingentthan nternatonal star
dadsand povidesa framewok for federal-sate coordina
tion thatasuresuniformity for shippers. A new federal
rapid egons program coodinatesefforts between federal
and sate agena@sto ensue new peciesare deectedquick-
ly. Treatnent systemson vesel opeating only within the
Great Lakesare notrequied unéss the Secredry of
Agriculture requess such neasiresto gop the spread of
infectiousdiseagsfrom lake b lake.

Meanwhile, Minne®ta hasappoved srict sandards for
shipsthatdischarge bdhg water into Lake Supedr. Their
new permt processwill coverboth ocean-going vesseand
shipsthatremain within the GeatLakes Michiganhas had
ballag reguktionsin place br severalyears, though owl
for oceangoing vesek.

Unfortunatly, disagreemenrs have dedyed enactent of
naional balag legislaton. The USHouseof
Represntativespased itin a 3957 vote, butlhie measure
ran inb trouble n the USSenak. Barbara Boxe from
California, who chais the Environment andPublic Works
Comnittee, & concened tharcitizens haveno rightto sue
overviolatons It remansto be gen whether fflerences
can bereconcied and e mater settled by the inconmg
111th Congess.
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