THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

League Lines

JuLy/AuGgusT 2009

Calendar

414-273-8683

http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

July

8 Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

22 Wed.,.9a.m,11a.m
New Citizen/New \Voter registation
FederalCourthouseb17 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

23 Thur,9a.m,11a.m
New Citizen/New Voter registation
FederalCourthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

23 Thur., 6 - 8§ pm, Govt. Accountability Bd.
Hearing
Early Voting, Common Council Meting Rm,
7525W. Greerfield Ave., WestAllis City Hall
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

August

7 Bulletin Deadline
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

12 Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

12 Wed.,9a.m,11a.m
New Citizen/New Voter registation
FederalCourthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

13 Thur,9a.m,11a.m
New Citizen/New \Voter registation
FederalCourthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

24 Mon., Natural Resouces.Comm. Mtg., 7pm
3002E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Louise Peterng

SunmerandJune30th meanthe endof
the 20082009 eagueyear,onefilled
with many elections+elatedacivities an
officemove, cortracting for administrative
assstance, formaion of adevebpment
committeeandinitial planning for 2009-
2010. As| statedat our Annualmeeing
on May 20th, it is the efforts of many
volunteess, both Leaguemenbers and
friends thatmadeall possble. Many
thanksto JoanneBarndtand Sue
Lindbergfor arrangingour annualmeet
ing with adynanic keynot by Police
Chief Flynn. He hasreceived our thanks
andhis remaks are repored below.

Begin thenewLeagueyearon time!
Updateyour membeship now if the
label on this bulletin indicaesa paid-
duesdat of June30,2009 Payingnow
will enale usto getour 2009410 direc
tory outin thefall andfocusour efforts

SAVE THE DATES

Sept 23
Special Registration Deputy (re)training,
4-6 p.m. followed by salad supper social

October 22-23
UN-Internatn’l Chamber of Commerce
Events, Keynote Dinner 5:30p.m., Oct 22

League Lines Production

Kerry Thomas, Layout

Contact us at 1845 N. Farwell Ave.,
Ste 102, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Info@lwvmilwaukee.org

(414) 273-8683

on program andadvocag. Two key pro-
grams areplannedto kick off our fall
acivities

Thefirst is a Sepember23rd supper
social precededy (retraining of Specal
Depuy Registrars, those who help with
voter registration after monhly natural
izaion cerenoniesat thefederalcourt
hous.

May 20th Annual Meeting Keynote speak-
er, City of Milwaukee Police Chief Flynn,
and LWV MC member John Abelt and
friend Mary Henry.

The secondis atwo-day Octoberevent
focusng on “The Role of Civil Socety
andthe Private Secior Working with the
United Nations’ with a keynot dinner
theevenng of October22ndby the
pemanentrepresniative to the UN, Dr.
LouiseKantrow. We have already widely
publicizedthe event purchasecherplane
ticketandset sevemal meetingsfor her
with groupsin the Milwaukeearea.

Remenberto put the lateafternoonand
evenig of Septenber23rdandthe
evenng of October22ndon your per
sonal calendarWatch our webste and

continued on pg. 2

"The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy

leads to civic improvement. Join LWV - where leaders are actively
engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels."




President, continued from pg. 1

the Sep/Oct Leaguel inesfor opporunitiesto sign up for
theseevents Be sureto bring guess!

And rememberto RENEW your membeship! On June
10th, SarajaneKenredy oriented our boardandleaders
for the 2009410 year. It's your turnto getorierted by
atending the SeptembeandOctobermeeingsdescribed
above.

LWV WI Education Network
Annual Meeting
LouisePeteing

Kudosto the Manitowoc Leaguefor compéently andgra-
ciously hosting the stateannualmeeing. Milwaukes Courty
delegates Glerda Alexancer, Carolyn Castore, Joain
Kreimendah, Kit O’'Mearaandl representd you during pro-
gram & budget deliberationsandwere all mightily impressel
by Saturday luncheonkeynder and Manitowoc mayor, 22
yea-old Justin Nickds. But back to program! Delegates
pasedthe proposed budge andgrassoots-suggeted ard
state board-recanmende programfor a 2009-1 study

“i sslesrelatedto selectionof SupemeCout justices,
including: electon vs. appointmentpuldic finandng of
SupremeCourt races! In addition,we adoptel a new posi-
tion on election administration thatincludes supportfor ealy
voting. (July 23 presntsan oppotunity for your voiceto be
head regading early voting — see the calendarand watch for
anemail notice). Findly, we votedto paticipat in coali-
tions on two statewideAction Canmpagns in 200941, spedf-
ically a) Universl/affordablehealh care andb) Local and
State govermmert itemizedagerda to dealwith climatechange
and promotesustairability.

Suwstainablity of Leaguealso wasdiscused. While the state
executive directar hassucceededn gettinggrants that sup-
port League edicational efforts, we needto keep in mind
that an increag in menbership would alsodo alot to sugain
League. The more menberswe havethe moredollarssup
portour local and stateorganizationsard League eff orts for
coadinated progranming by LeaguesaroundWisconsi.

Do your part; introducefriendsandco-workers to the
League. Ask themto JOIN usin “making democracy work.”

Representing LWVMC at LWV WI Ed Network May 28
& 29 Annual Meeting, from L. to R., are Glenda
Alexander, Louise Petering, Carolyn Castore, Kit
O’Meara and Joann Kreimendahl.
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Connie Threinen addressing delegates to the LWV WI
Ed Network Annual Meeting. Connie received the Meg
McClain advocacy award.

Police Chief Flynn Keynote at MilwaukeeCounty
Annual Meeting

Milwaukee Police Chief Flynn delivered a forceful keynote
atour May 20th Annud Meeting. He bedievessde, viale
neighborhoads result from community based crime control
andproblemsdving rocted in reliabe daia. Theselead to
sake neéghbahoodswith diminishel residents’ fears, emer-
gerceof local leaders(one canrot exped lealership to
emergein an intimidaing environment) and businessinvest-
ment. Like residents, businessswart a sak environment,
onethat assues thar capital and workers are secure. In con-
trast, neighborhoods with broken windows and abandoned
spaesindicate disorder and gererate a climate of fear and
eananic decline. (continued on pg. 3)

League members and friends enjoying themselves at
the Social before the May 20th LWV Milwaukee
County Annual Meeting

I. Natural Resources
Committee member,
JoAnn Kreimendahl, and
rt., Natural Resources

our Annual Meeting Social Committee Chair, Jennifer
Runquist

I. Membership Committee
member, Gloria
Weiskotten, and rt., Vice
President Sue Lindberg at



Annual Meeting, continued from pg. 2

A crime-riddenneighborhoodleadsto storeclosingsand
fewerentry-level jobs. Businessesefuseto locatein
unsaé neighborhoods, jobs becone more distant,andrest
dentsmust sperd more time andmoneygetting to work.
And stolen carspreventresidentdrom readily getting to
work. (With data,he suppotedthe PoliceDepartmert's
relaively new “car stop” policy thatit hasresultedin a
33%deceasean ca thefts.

While discissing a recentnorthwestsiderape,the Chief
expresedfrustraton thatMilwaukeedoes 't countits
mary assets Also, the media,egecially TV, neitherempha-
size the positivesof Milwaukeenorinform citizensof the
proective efforts of the Police Depatment

Chief Flynn believesthatcrime cawsespoverty.Unlike
Chief Flynn, David R. Riemer recentlywrote tha poverty
leads to crime. Are bothcorrect?

ACTION
Chair Ruth Snedic

State

The State Leagueaskedmembergo contacttheir
Assemby representatiesto advocae for languagen the
budgetbill thatwould protect propery tax exemptions
for affordablke andaccessile nonprofitrentalunits The
Assemby took it out of the budgetandsentit onto the
Senae. We are now being askedto contactour state
senatordo put this languag backin the bill.

We alsolobbiedon the souttheastWI RegionalTransit
Authority proposds in the Assemby. At this writing the
state budgethasbeensignedby the Governoranda 3-
county SoutheasRegional Transt Authority (SERTA)
hasbeencreatedor KRM Conmmuter Rai, fundedby a
rentalcarfee. The Governorvetoedthe legislatue’s pro-
posalfor local funding sourcedor buseshecauséhe
governancsstructure did not providea truly regonal
structure. He encouagedthe legishtureto comebackin
thefall with atruly regiona proposalThis fundingis
crucial to avoiding35% cuts in transt service!Seesum
mary below.

A June24 stateLeaguenotice thatthe Senateversionof
the budgetbill limits to $31000funding for Government
Accountbility Boardinvestgationsof public officials
promptedPresidentPetering to phonethe 3 senatorsand
3 representativesn the Assenbly/Senateconference
committeeto increasehe appropration andinclude
recusalrequirementsrom voting on any additional
approprationby anylegishtorunderinvestigation.

Local

Along with seveal Leaguemenbers,President_ouise
Peering, attendedhe City of MilwaukeeSteerng and
RulesCommitteemeeing Junel5. Sincepublic com
mentwasnot permitted shehandedCommitteemem
bersa Leaguestatemenexpressig our concernsabout
leasihg the City WaterWorks. Severaboardandother
menbersprovidedinput on our staementandit was
OK'd by theboad beforegiving it to the Committee
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menbers. Louise emailedit to the councilmembersand
themayor

DOYLE'S VETO SETS NEW COURSE
FOR TRANSIT

Budget Veto Message: "Get Regional"
Kerry Thomas Natural ResourcesCommittee member

With the stroke of his pen,Govemnor Doyle alteredthe
courseof transt in SE Wisconsn. He statedduringinter
views after his budgetaddess that"if we aregoing to
investin transt, it mud beregional so thatwe areable
to support job connedbnsandecononic growth." Doyle
delivereda pattial transt win whenhe approvedhe
three-couny Southeatem RegionalTransitAuthority
(SERTA) asa starting point of aregionaltranst network,
but vetoedurgenty neededdedicaied fundingsources
for buses He denpngrated his commnitmentto transitin
Febuary whenheincludeda planin his statebudgetfor
anRTA in SE Wisconsn thatwould enablelocal com+
munitiesto havededicaed funding andregional coordk
nation for bussysterms andKRM Commuter Rail.

What Now? Stay Focused on the Prize

Cleaty chalengesremain. The nextimmediateacionis
to stay focused on the ultimate prize (integratedegional
busand rail transt) andbuild legislative consensu
theregion on atranst solution thatwill meet:the diverse
transt needsn the coridor, the goak of the Governor,
andthe criteria of the Federl Transt Administraion.
Statelegislation is requiredto enacta dedcatedlocal
funding source for transt andthe nextopportunty to
acconplish thatis whenthe nextlegidative sessbn
starts in Sepember.

What is in the final budget?

AlthoughGovemnor Doyle appiovedthe creationof the
three-couny SoutheasRegionaltranst Authority
(SERTA) thatwill beregponsble for managhg and
fundingthelocal shareof KRM Commuter Rail, he stat
edin his veto meno thathe wasveting the Mil waukee
Transt Authority andfunding for RacineandKenosha
busegthroughSERTA) becausehey:"do not provide a
framework for regional coopeation on providing transit
sewices Regional coopeation in the southeastegional
is vital for the coninuedprospeity of Souheasern
Wisconsn. The provisionsdo not movein the direction
for theregional coopertion andleaveselious concerns
aboutthe ability of the Kenosia-Rache-Miwaukee
Comnuter Rail Linkto moveto compktion. By vebing
thes provisions | amallowing the creation of a transit
authaity that can moveforward with a planningprocess
onthe rail link while eliminating provisonsthat hamper
regional coopeation. | encoungethelegislatue to
bring forward a proposl with a stable revenuesource
dediated solely to trangt across theregion,in order to
moveregional transt forward."

Seesunmary of Doyle's vetoesandwhatremanedin
thefinal budgetat www.transtnow.org.

continued on pg. 4



continued from pg. 3, Transit

What is the impact of the vetoes?

The vetoeseliminatedthe meansfor local communitesto
provide a fundingsourceandregional coopeaton for
busesn Milwaukee,Racine andKeno$a. Eachsystem
now facesdramaticservicecutsandpossible fare hikesin
the coming monthsandyearsif dedicaedfundingsolu-
tion is not found.

The vetoesalsoimpactthe KRM projectby eliminating
thebusfundingandlocal transitconnectiongha are
imporiantto a competitivebid for federalNew Starts
funding (over$100million) andprojectappiovals,andto
KRM's successn connectingoeopk to jobsandspurring
econonic benefits. The KRM New Startsapplication is
duein Septembeandmustbe submtted by SERTA. The
currenttempoary RTA will dissolve by Septembelst,
2009asSERTA is established.

Next Steps: Move Quickly, Coordinate and
Collaborate Regionally

We appdaudthelegislatorsthatworkedwith remarkable
deerminationto advancdo thetranst packagahatwas
deliveredto the GovernorAnd now we encourge them
to actquickly andcollaborateregionaly to build on their
hard-wonaccomplishmentslo getthe ball rolling the
Goverror metwith legislatorslastweekandagreedo
provide a proposalfor busfunding by the endof July.

Let's makesure adequatestabletranst fundinganda
regionaltranst frameworkarein placethis fall socom
munitieshavethe meango savetheir transt systems,
make KRM succeshul, andspurjob growth andeconom
ic devebpment.We cannotafford to wait!

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris Weber-Sponnick

It's thattime of Yearwhentheworld falls in love......

Ooopps$ Wrongtime of year for holiday songsbutit IS
thetime of yearto payyour Leaguedues. Membership
countandinvolvementarecritical to succes of our mis-
sion. So, plea® sendyour dues- if you havenot paid-
to 1845N. Famwvell, Suite 102, Milwaukee WI 53202. It
will savevolunteertime andLeaguemoney.

It's thattime of yearwhenLeagueduesaredue......

MemberNote— Progressie spirit andLeaguemember
Dilys Spransy pasgd awayJunefirst. Trainedin early
childhood educationDilys wasanearly advocateof
HeadStart anda peaceactivist. It iswith herspirit we
Leaguememberscontinueour effortsto build bettercom
munities A sympathycardhasbeensentto her family
expressig our appreciabn for her contibutionsto our
community andLeague.

NEW CITIZEN/NEW VOTER
Dorothy Sheman Coordinabr

Thanksto all Leaguersvho havecone to thefederal
courthous in May andJunefor the nawuralizatian cere
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moniesandto regiger newvoters We regidered79 excit-
ed,new citizensin May and54 newvotersin Junewith
only oneday of cerermonies.Our volunteerggaveout over
400 pamphets! Thanksto Ruth Snedic, Joann
Kreimendah] Kit andTom O’M eaia, Kathy Slarnka,
Bevely Katter, Sr. Paula Mairie Jarosz, DonnaFowler,
Christine Bauerand Dorothy Shemanfor their wonderful
enthusasmand“making denocracywork!” Donnais
from the OzaukeeCounty Leagueof Women\Voters. At
thistime, the only Wisconsn site for taking the citizen
ship oath isin Milwaukeeso we realy appreciat volun-
tees from surrounding countes

Plea® help out by volunteeiing to eitherregiser or pass
outvoter panphlets on July 22 or 23rd andAugust12th
or Augug 13ith.

We havescheduéd a training session for new Specal
Regstration Deputes (SRDs) andthos needingre-tran-
ing for Sepenber23rd. To let Dorothy know if you are
interededin beconing a SRD or wish to meetthere-cer
tification requrementfor re-training of currentSRDs,
pleag email Info@wvmilwaukee.org.

PROPOSED PRIVATIZATION OF
MILWAUKEE'S WATERWORKS

Dr. Jennfer A. Runqust, Chair Natural Resources
Committee

The Comptroller of the City of Milwaukee Martin
Morics, met with Natural ResourcesCommittee Members
HelgaGuequere, Louise Petering andJenniferRunquist
on March 30, 2009at MilwaukeeCity Hall, to discusshis
proposl thatthe City of Milwaukeelea its water utility
to aprivate company Mr. Morics is trying to find waysto
addto city revenuesbecauseevenuesaredown.

Stateaids are down $70million; propety tax andother
revenuesre downbecaus of the contractingeconomy,
while personnelcogs coninueto rise. The City’s budget
is 80% personnelcods; the police deparinents are97%.
Further,the City’s penson fundlosseswill require added
monies The City hasmany unmetdemanddor infra-
structure such asroadrepair At its curentmaintenance
rate, it will takeabout150years to makeneededoad
repars. Finally, alevy limit prevens propety tax increas
esbeyonda celtain rate (2-3%).

The MilwaukeeWater Works providesLake Michigan
waterto the city andseveil outlying municipalities.lts
two water filtration plant representan assethat might
provide a revenuestreamto thecity if it wereleasedo a
private company.Curenty the Water Works providesno
income to the city andon some occasonsthe city may
haveto provide fundsto the Water Works (WW). Money
madeby the WW is keptby the utility for maintenance.
The City’s water ratesare low andmany aldernendo not
wantto raisethe rateseventhoughthe Public Service
Commissonwould allow it. The suggestiorto leasethe
WW wasfirst madein October2009before the econony
failed drastcaly. Thecity's financialsituationis now

continued on pg. 5
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consterablyworsethanit waswhenthis proposl was
firstmade.Marketrecoverywould put the city back
whereit wasin October- still in needof revenueto
fundcity services

According to Morics, the utility is well maintained.His
office requestegbroposaldrom financial firms for a full
service contractto valuethe WW utilizing a teamof
engheersjawyels, bankers& financial experts.Their
proposalwould describehow a teamwould determine
thevalue of aWW leaseof 50-99years.Seventeeipro-
posals were receivedby the Comptoller’s Office.
Evenually, afterevaluaion, Mr. Moricswill takea sub
set of the proposalgo the City Council Steeringand
RulesCommitteefor a vote on proceedingwith his pro-
posal. Thedecison is a Councilpolicy decision- do
theywantto makemoneyfrom the Water Works?

If the WaterWorksis leasedthe city will notwantto
lose control of the assetThereforethe leaseneedgo be
carefully craftedregardinginfrastucture mainenance,
drinking waterquality andotherissues:

a) permsdbility of seviceareaexpansiorgivenconti
nentl suldivide quesions andthe GreatLakesCompact

b) physicalplant& distribution systemsmaintenance
standardst. City inspecton of the same

c) waterquality standards requiredanddesired- and
audis thereof

d) cleardefinition asto whenthe operatinglesseds in
default of the contract

e) waterratecontols (localin addiionto PSQ.

Probabl waterrates will go up soabusinessnakesa
profit; and mog likely the PSC will okayincreased
rates,asotherwaterutilitiesin the statehavehigher
rates.

Thevaluation study will be sonmewhatpriceyfor the

city. Will the City getenoughfor the waterleasedealto
provide significantnewrevenueandwill the private
companybeable to getfinanchg for thedeal?If Mr.
Morics gets $600million for the city from the water
lea® “deal’, hewill inveg the moneyin funds,suchas
infrastructure funds, which will provide areverue strean
to thecity. Thevaluation process could take 8-12 monhs
Pubic hearngswill be held andthe Council File for the
Water Works valuation study will include namesof those
wanting natification of relevart meetings.

We askedif this washis only option for generatingsig-
nificantnewrevenuesAn increa® in the city salestax
or revenuedrom nonppofits in the city (30% of proper
ties)would help increasecity revenuesincreasegark
ing rates andbr propety taxesdo not appeato be
optionsatthis time. However sone of thesearecon
trolled atthe statelevel The mayoranddepartent
headsare looking at the cod drivers for the city’s budget
fartheroutinto thefuture, in aneffort to constraincoss.
Fire andPolice cods takea vely largepercentagef the
propety tax revenueThefinancal situationseems
bleakto Mr. Morics andthe mayoris talking about
reducig city jobsby 1400. For 16 yearsthe City of
Milwaukeehasnot hada deficit andits pensionfund is
still 90%funded,evenafter the marketshavefallen.

At this point it seens no consderaton hasbeengivento
the conceptof water asa public trugt. Anotherway to
beneft from this greatresouce might beto changdaws
sothatthe city could use profits from providing water to
non<city uses to fund otherservicesto its residens.
Many citizenshavecontcied their aldermenandrecent
ly Ald. Bob Bauman, PregdentWillie Hines,Ald.
MichaelMurphy andAld. Nik Kovacannouncedhat
the proces of valuing the WW will be slowedin order
to consderother meansfor enhanang city revenues.
There are manygoodrea®nsfor maintaining contol of
the WW andNR Members arerelievedthatour
Aldemenappeato be moving in this direction.

LWVMC board members and leaders learn about League
bylaws, policies and practices to get oriented for the
2009-10 League year. Experienced League member
Sarajane Kennedy led the orientation.

From I. to rt. Brenda Bantz (Nom. Committee), Karen
Jansen (Treas.) Katherine Kane (member), Joann
Kreimendahl (Secretary), Barb Eisenberg (Nom.
Committee), Anne Baynton (eclipsed), Louise Petering
(Pres.), Sue Lindberg (VP), Joanne Barndt (LWVMC Rep to
Milwaukee City Ethics Committee), Mel Bromberg
(Director). Directors Carol Wichmann, Dorothy Dean,
Helga Guequierre & Chris Weber Sponnick, and presenter
Sarajane Kennedy not shown.
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LWV-MC officers: L to R, Carol Wichmann (Director), Sue
Lindberg (Vice President), Joann Kreimendahl (Secretary),
Louise Petering (Pres.), Anne Baynton (Director), Mel
Bromberg (Director), Chris Weber Sponnick (Director);
Seated, Karen Jansen (Treasurer). Directors not shown
are Dorothy Dean and Helga Guequierre.



—Join the League of Women Voters - Today! Non-partisan, non-profit since 1920! |
MilwaukeeCo. Dues[Circle One]:  $60Individual ~ $75Housefold (2 or moreindividuals) ~ $25Student  $25 Limited Income

$100 Sustaning (supports $25 membashps) $160 Certemial (supportsaction& activities)
Name HomePhone( )
Addres Work Phone( )
City Wl Zip e-mail

Website - http:/lwvmilwaukeeorg  Email Address— Info@wvmilwaukeeorg
Invavement[Check One]:Active or Supporting Interests: Voter Savice Lending Practices Govenment

Interrational Relations Environment/NaturalResaurces HealthCare/Sydal Policy Other

Pleag Note: Circle your preferred means of contact indicateyour interests& involvement level, andmail this form with your check to the
League of Women Voters of MilwaukeeCounty, P.O. Box 100785, Milwa ukee, WI 53210 OR join online at www.lwvmilwau keeorg.
Tax-dedictible contributionsto the LWV Ed Fundmay be directedto the addressabove Thankyou!
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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1845N. Farwell Ave., Suite 102
Milwaukes, WI 53202
414273-8683

http://lwvmilwaukee.org







