
Calendar

For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http: / / lwvmilwaukee.org

July

8 Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePetering, (414)351-3617

22 Wed.,9 a.m,11 a.m.
New Citizen/New Voter registration
FederalCourthouse,517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

23 Thur.,9 a.m,11 a.m.
New Citizen/New Voter registration
FederalCourthouse,517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

23 Thur., 6 - 8 pm, Govt. Accountability Bd.
Hearing
Early Voting,Common CouncilMeting Rm,
7525W. GreenfieldAve., WestAll is City Hall
Contact:LouisePetering, (414)351-3617

August
7 Bulletin Deadline

Contact:LouisePetering, (414)351-3617
12 Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm

1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePetering, (414)351-3617

12 Wed.,9 a.m,11 a.m.
New Citizen/New Voter registration
FederalCourthouse,517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

13 Thur.,9 a.m,11 a.m.
New Citizen/New Voter registration
FederalCourthouse,517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

24 Mon., Natural Resources.Comm. Mtg., 7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414)332-5067

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Louise Petering

SummerandJune30thmeantheendof
the2008-2009Leagueyear,onefi lled
with many elections-relatedactivities, an
officemove, contracting for administrative
assistance,formation of a development
committeeandinitial planning for 2009-
2010. As I statedat ourAnnualmeeting
on May 20th,it is theefforts of many
volunteers, bothLeaguemembers and
friends,thatmadeall possible. Many
thanksto JoanneBarndtand Sue
Lindbergfor arrangingour annualmeet-
ing with a dynamic keynote by Police
Chief Flynn. He hasreceivedour thanks
andhis remarks are reportedbelow.

Begin thenewLeagueyearon time!
Updateyour membership now if the
labelon this bulletin indicatesa paid-
duesdate of June30,2009. Paying now
wil l enable usto getour 2009-10 direc-
tory out in thefall andfocusour efforts

on programandadvocacy. Two key pro-
grams areplannedto kick off our fall
activities.

Thefirst is a September23rdsupper
social precededby (re)training of Special
Deputy Registrars, those who help with
voter registration after monthly natural-
ization ceremoniesat thefederalcourt-
house.

Thesecondis a two-dayOctoberevent
focusing on “The Role of Civil Society
andthePrivate Sector Working with the
UnitedNations” with a keynote dinner
theevening of October22ndby the
permanentrepresentative to theUN, Dr.
LouiseKantrow. Wehavealready widely
publicizedtheevent, purchasedherplane
ticketandset several meetingsfor her
with groupsin theMilwaukeearea.

Rememberto put thelateafternoonand
evening of September23rdandthe
evening of October22ndon your per-
sonalcalendar.Watch our website and
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"The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy
leads to civic improvement. Join LWV - where leaders are actively

engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels."

May 20th Annual Meeting Keynote speak-
er, City of Milwaukee Police Chief Flynn,
and LWV MC member John Abelt and
friend Mary Henry.

c

League Lines Production
Kerry Thomas, Layout
Contact us at 1845 N. Farwell Ave.,
Ste 102, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Info@lwvmilwaukee.org
(414) 273-8683

SAVE THE DATES
Sept 23
Special Registration Deputy (re)training,
4-6 p.m. followed by salad supper social

October 22-23
UN-Internatn’l Chamber of Commerce
Events, Keynote Dinner 5:30p.m., Oct 22



theSept/Oct LeagueLinesfor opportunitiesto sign up for
theseevents. Be sureto bring guests!

And rememberto RENEWyour membership! On June
10th, SarajaneKennedyorientedour boardandleaders
for the2009-10 year. It’s your turn to getorientedby
attending theSeptemberandOctobermeetingsdescribed
above.

LWV WI Education Network
Annual Meeting
LouisePetering

Kudosto the Manitowoc Leaguefor competently andgra-
ciously hosting the stateannualmeeting. Mi lwaukee County
delegates, GlendaAlexander,Carolyn Castore, Joann
Kreimendahl, Kit O’MearaandI represented you during pro-
gram & budget deliberationsandwere all mightily impressed
by Saturday luncheonkeynoter andManitowocmayor, 22
year-old Justin Nickels. But back to program! Delegates
passedthe proposed budget andgrassroots-suggested and
state board-recommended programfor a 2009-11 study
“i ssuesrelatedto selectionof SupremeCourt justices,
including: election vs.appointment;public financing of
SupremeCourt races.” In addition,we adopted a newposi-
tion on election administration that includes supportfor early
voting. (July 23 presentsanopportunity for your voiceto be
heard regarding earlyvoting – see thecalendarand watch for
anemail notice). Finally, we votedto participate in coali-
tions on two statewideAction Campaigns in 2009-11,specif -
ically a) Universal/affordablehealth careandb) Localand
Stategovernment itemizedagenda to dealwith climatechange
and promotesustainability.

Sustainabil ity of Leaguealso wasdiscussed. While the state
executive director hassucceededin gettinggrants that sup-
port League educational efforts,we needto keep in mind
that an increase in membership would alsodo a lot to sustain
League. The more memberswe havethe moredollarssup-
port our local and stateorganizationsand League efforts for
coordinatedprogramming by LeaguesaroundWisconsin.
Do your part; introducefriendsandco-workers to the
League. Ask themto JOIN usin “making democracy work.”

Police Chief Flynn Keynote at MilwaukeeCounty
Annual Meeting
Milwaukee Police Chief Flynn delivered a forceful keynote
at our May 20th Annual Meeting. He believessafe, viable
neighborhoods result from community based crimecontrol
andproblemsolving rooted in reliable data. Theselead to
safe neighborhoodswith diminished residents’ fears,emer-
genceof local leaders(one cannot expect leadership to
emergein an intimidating environment) and businessinvest-
ment. Like residents,businesseswant a safe environment,
onethat assures their capital and workers are secure. In con-
trast, neighborhoods with broken windows and abandoned
spaces indicate disorder and generate a climate of fear and
economic decline. (continued on pg. 3)
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Representing LWVMC at LWV WI Ed Network May 28
& 29 Annual Meeting, from L. to R., are Glenda
Alexander, Louise Petering, Carolyn Castore, Kit
O’Meara and Joann Kreimendahl.

Connie Threinen addressing delegates to the LWV WI
Ed Network Annual Meeting. Connie received the Meg
McClain advocacy award.

League members and friends enjoying themselves at
the Social before the May 20th LWV Milwaukee
County Annual Meeting

l. Membership Committee
member, Gloria
Weiskotten, and rt., Vice
President Sue Lindberg at
our Annual Meeting Social

l. Natural Resources
Committee member,
JoAnn Kreimendahl, and
rt., Natural Resources
Committee Chair, Jennifer
Runquist



A crime-riddenneighborhoodleadsto storeclosingsand
fewerentry-level jobs. Businessesrefuseto locatein
unsafe neighborhoods,jobsbecome moredistant,andresi-
dentsmust spend more time andmoneygetting to work.
And stolen carspreventresidentsfrom readilygetting to
work. (With data,hesupportedthePoliceDepartment’s
relatively new “car stop” policy that it hasresultedin a
33%decreasein car thefts.

While discussing a recentnorthwestsiderape,theChief
expressedfrustration thatMi lwaukeedoesn’t countits
many assets. Also, themedia,especiallyTV, neitherempha-
size the positivesof Milwaukeenor inform citizensof the
proactive efforts of thePoliceDepartment.

Chief Flynn believesthatcrime causespoverty.Unlike
Chief Flynn, David R. Riemer recentlywrotethat poverty
leads to crime. Are bothcorrect?

ACTION
Chair Ruth Snedic

State
TheState Leagueaskedmembersto contacttheir
Assembly representativesto advocate for languagein the
budgetbill thatwould protectproperty tax exemptions
for affordable andaccessible nonprofit rentalunits. The
Assembly took it out of thebudgetandsentit on to the
Senate. We are now being askedto contactour state
senatorsto put this language backin thebill.

We alsolobbiedon thesoutheastWI RegionalTransit
Authority proposals in theAssembly. At this writing the
state budgethasbeensignedby theGovernoranda 3-
countySoutheastRegionalTransit Authority (SERTA)
hasbeencreatedfor KRM CommuterRail, fundedby a
rentalcar fee.TheGovernorvetoedthelegislature’s pro-
posalfor local funding sourcesfor busesbecausethe
governancestructure did not providea truly regional
structure.He encouragedthelegislatureto comebackin
thefall with a truly regional proposal.This fundingis
crucial to avoiding35%cuts in transit service!Seesum-
marybelow.

A June24 stateLeaguenoticethat theSenateversionof
thebudgetbill limits to $31000funding for Government
Accountability Boardinvestigationsof public officials
promptedPresidentPetering to phonethe3 senatorsand
3 representativeson theAssembly/Senateconference
committeeto increasetheappropriation andinclude
recusalrequirementsfrom voting on anyadditional
appropriationby anylegislatorunderinvestigation.

Local
Along with several Leaguemembers,PresidentLouise
Petering,attendedtheCity of Mi lwaukeeSteering and
RulesCommitteemeeting June15. Sincepublic com-
mentwasnot permitted,shehandedCommitteemem-
bersa Leaguestatementexpressing our concernsabout
leasing theCity WaterWorks. Severalboardandother
membersprovidedinput on our statementandit was
OK'd by theboard beforegiving it to theCommittee

members. Louise emailedit to thecouncilmembersand
themayor.

DOYLE'S VETO SETS NEW COURSE
FOR TRANSIT
Budget Veto Message: "Get Regional"
Kerry Thomas, Natural ResourcesCommitteemember

With thestrokeof his pen,Governor Doyle alteredthe
courseof transit in SE Wisconsin. He statedduringinter-
viewsafter his budgetaddress that"i f we aregoing to
investin transit, it must beregionalso thatwe areable
to support job connectionsandeconomic growth." Doyle
delivereda partial transit win whenheapprovedthe
three-county Southeastern RegionalTransitAuthority
(SERTA) asa starting point of a regionaltransit network,
but vetoedurgently neededdedicatedfundingsources
for buses. He demonstratedhis commitment to transitin
February whenheincludeda planin his statebudgetfor
anRTA in SE Wisconsin thatwould enablelocal com-
munitiesto havededicatedfunding andregionalcoordi-
nation for bussystems andKRM Commuter Rail.

What Now? Stay Focused on the Prize
Clearly challengesremain. Thenext immediateaction is
to stay focusedon theultimate prize(integratedregional
busand rail transit) andbuild legislative consensusin
theregion on a transit solution thatwill meet:thediverse
transit needsin thecorridor, thegoals of theGovernor,
andthe criteria of theFederal Transit Administration.
Statelegislation is requiredto enacta dedicatedlocal
fundingsourcefor transit andthenextopportunity to
accomplish that is whenthenext legislativesession
starts in September.

What is in the final budget?
AlthoughGovernor Doyle approvedthecreationof the
three-county Southeast Regional transit Authority
(SERTA) thatwill beresponsible for managing and
fundingthelocalshareof KRM CommuterRail, hestat-
edin his veto memo thathewasvetoing theMil waukee
Transit Authority andfunding for RacineandKenosha
buses(throughSERTA) becausethey: "do not providea
framework for regional cooperation on providing transit
services. Regional cooperation in thesoutheastregional
is vital for thecontinuedprosperity of Southeastern
Wisconsin. These provisionsdo not movein thedirection
for theregional cooperation andleaveseriousconcerns
abouttheability of theKenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
Commuter Rail Link to moveto completion.By vetoing
these provisions, I amallowing thecreation of a transit
authori ty that canmoveforward with a planningprocess
on the rail link while eliminating provisionsthat hamper
regional cooperation. I encouragethelegislature to
bring forward a proposal with a stable revenuesource
dedicatedsolely to transit across theregion,in order to
moveregional transit forward."

Seesummary of Doyle's vetoesandwhatremainedin
thefinal budgetat www.transitnow.org.

page 3

continued on pg. 4

Annual Meeting, continued from pg. 2



What is the impact of the vetoes?
Thevetoeseliminatedthemeansfor local communitiesto
providea fundingsourceandregionalcooperation for
busesin Milwaukee,Racine,andKenosha.Eachsystem
now facesdramaticservicecutsandpossiblefare hikesin
thecoming monthsandyearsif dedicatedfundingsolu-
tion is not found.

ThevetoesalsoimpacttheKRM projectby eliminating
thebusfundingandlocal transitconnectionsthat are
important to a competitivebid for federalNew Starts
funding (over$100million) andprojectapprovals,andto
KRM's successin connectingpeople to jobsandspurring
economic benefits.TheKRM New Startsapplication is
duein Septemberandmustbesubmittedby SERTA. The
currenttemporary RTA wil l dissolve by September1st,
2009asSERTA is established.

Next Steps: Move Quickly, Coordinate and
Collaborate Regionally
We applaudthelegislatorsthatworkedwith remarkable
determinationto advanceto thetransit packagethatwas
deliveredto theGovernor.And now we encouragethem
to actquickly andcollaborateregionally to build on their
hard-wonaccomplishments.To get theball rolling the
Governor metwith legislatorslastweekandagreedto
providea proposalfor busfunding by theendof July.

Let's makesure adequate,stabletransit fundinganda
regional transit frameworkarein placethis fall socom-
munitieshavethemeansto savetheir transit systems,
makeKRM successful, andspurjob growth andeconom-
ic development.We cannotafford to wait!

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris Weber-Sponnick

It’s that timeof Yearwhentheworld falls in love……

Ooopps! Wrongtime of year for holidaysongsbut it IS
thetimeof yearto payyour Leaguedues. Membership
countandinvolvementarecritical to success of our mis-
sion. So, please sendyour dues- if you havenot paid-
to 1845N. Farwell, Suite102,Milwaukee,WI 53202. It
will savevolunteertime andLeaguemoney.

It’s that timeof yearwhenLeagueduesaredue……

MemberNote– Progressive spirit andLeaguemember
Dilys Spransy passedawayJunefirst. Trainedin early
childhood education,Dilys wasanearly advocateof
HeadStart anda peaceactivist. It is with herspirit we
Leaguememberscontinueour efforts to build bettercom-
munities. A sympathycardhasbeensentto her family
expressing our appreciation for hercontributionsto our
community andLeague.

NEW CITIZEN/NEW VOTER
Dorothy Sherman, Coordinator

Thanksto all Leaguerswho havecome to thefederal
courthouse in May andJunefor thenaturalization cere-

moniesandto register newvoters. We registered79 excit-
ed,new citizensin May and54 newvotersin Junewith
only onedayof ceremonies.Our volunteersgaveout over
400pamphlets! Thanksto Ruth Snedic, Joann
Kreimendahl, Kit andTom O’Meara,Kathy Slamka,
Beverly Katter, Sr. Paula Marie Jarosz, DonnaFowler,
ChristineBauerandDorothy Shermanfor their wonderful
enthusiasmand“making democracywork!” Donnais
from theOzaukeeCounty Leagueof WomenVoters. At
this time, theonly Wisconsin site for taking thecitizen-
ship oath is in Milwaukeeso we really appreciate volun-
teers from surrounding counties.

Please help out by volunteering to eitherregister or pass
out voter pamphlets on July 22 or 23rd andAugust12th
or August 13th.

We havescheduleda training session for newSpecial
Registration Deputies(SRDs) andthose needingre-train-
ing for September23rd. To let Dorothy know if you are
interestedin becoming a SRD or wish to meetthere-cer-
tification requirement for re-training of currentSRDs,
please email Info@lwvmilwaukee.org.

PROPOSED PRIVATIZATION OF
MILWAUKEE’S WATERWORKS
Dr. JenniferA. Runquist, Chair Natural Resources
Committee

TheComptroller of theCity of Mi lwaukee,Martin
Morics, met with Natural ResourcesCommitteeMembers
HelgaGuequierre,Louise Petering andJenniferRunquist
on March 30,2009at MilwaukeeCity Hall, to discusshis
proposal that theCity of Mi lwaukeelease its water utility
to a private company. Mr. Morics is trying to find waysto
addto city revenues, becauserevenuesaredown.

Stateaidsare down$70million; property tax andother
revenuesare downbecause of thecontractingeconomy,
while personnelcosts continueto rise.TheCity’s budget
is 80%personnelcosts; thepolicedepartment’s are97%.
Further,theCity’s pension fundlosseswill require added
monies. TheCity hasmanyunmet demandsfor infra-
structuresuchasroadrepair. At its currentmaintenance
rate, it wil l takeabout150years to makeneededroad
repairs. Finally, a levy limit prevents property tax increas-
esbeyonda certain rate(2-3%).

TheMilwaukeeWater Works providesLakeMichigan
waterto thecity andseveral outlying municipalities.Its
two water filtration plants representanassetthatmight
providea revenuestreamto thecity if it wereleasedto a
private company.Currently theWater Worksprovidesno
income to thecity andon some occasionsthecity may
haveto providefundsto theWater Works (WW). Money
madeby theWW is keptby theutili ty for maintenance.
TheCity’s water ratesare low andmanyaldermendo not
want to raisetherateseventhoughthePublicService
Commission would allow it. Thesuggestionto leasethe
WW wasfirst madein October2009before theeconomy
failed drastically. Thecity's financialsituationis now
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considerablyworsethanit waswhenthis proposal was
first made.Marketrecoverywould put thecity back
whereit wasin October- stil l in needof revenueto
fundcity services.

According to Morics, theutil ity is well maintained.His
office requestedproposalsfrom financial firms for a full
service contractto valuetheWW utilizing a teamof
engineers,lawyers,bankers& financial experts.Their
proposalwould describehow a teamwould determine
thevalueof a WW leaseof 50-99years.Seventeenpro-
posals were receivedby theComptroller’s Office.
Eventually, afterevaluation, Mr. Moricswill takea sub-
set of theproposalsto theCity CouncilSteeringand
RulesCommitteefor a vote on proceedingwith his pro-
posal. Thedecision is a Councilpolicy decision- do
theywant to makemoneyfrom theWater Works?

If theWaterWorks is leased,thecity will not want to
lose controlof theasset. Thereforetheleaseneedsto be
carefully craftedregardinginfrastructuremaintenance,
drinking waterquality andother issues:

a) permissibility of serviceareaexpansiongivenconti-
nental subdivide questionsandtheGreatLakesCompact

b) physicalplant& distribution systemsmaintenance
standards& City inspection of thesame

c) waterquality standards- requiredanddesired– and
audits thereof

d) cleardefinition asto whentheoperatinglesseeis in
default of thecontract

e) waterratecontrols (local in addition to PSC).

Probably waterrates will go up soa businessmakesa
profit; and most likely thePSC wil l okayincreased
rates,asotherwaterutili tiesin thestatehavehigher
rates.

Thevaluation study wil l besomewhatpriceyfor the

city. Wil l theCity getenoughfor thewaterleasedealto
providesignificantnewrevenueandwill theprivate
companybeable to get financing for thedeal?If Mr.
Morics gets $600million for thecity from thewater
lease “deal”, hewill invest themoneyin funds,suchas
infrastructure funds,which will provide a revenuestream
to thecity. Thevaluation process could take 8-12 months.
Public hearingswill beheld andtheCouncil File for the
WaterWorks valuation study will includenamesof those
wanting notif ication of relevant meetings.

We askedif this washis only option for generatingsig-
nificantnewrevenues. An increase in thecity salestax
or revenuesfrom nonprofits in thecity (30%of proper-
ties)would help increasecity revenues. Increasedpark-
ing rates and/or property taxesdo not appearto be
optionsat this time. However, some of thesearecon-
trolledat thestatelevel. Themayoranddepartment
headsare lookingat thecost drivers for thecity’s budget
fartherout into thefuture, in aneffort to constraincosts.
Fire andPolicecosts takea very largepercentageof the
property tax revenue.Thefinancial situationseems
bleakto Mr. Morics, andthemayoris talking about
reducing city jobsby 1400. For 16 yearstheCity of
Mi lwaukeehasnot hada deficit andits pensionfund is
stil l 90%funded,evenafter themarketshavefallen.

At this point it seems no consideration hasbeengivento
theconceptof water asa public trust. Anotherway to
benefit from this greatresourcemight beto changelaws
sothat thecity could use profits from providingwater to
non-city users to fundotherservicesto its residents.
Many citizenshavecontactedtheir aldermenandrecent-
ly Ald. Bob Bauman,PresidentWill ie Hines,Ald.
MichaelMurphy andAld. Nik Kovacannouncedthat
theprocess of valuing theWW will beslowedin order
to considerothermeansfor enhancing city revenues.
There are manygoodreasonsfor maintainingcontrol of
theWW andNR Members arerelievedthatour
Aldermenappearto bemoving in this direction.

continued from pg. 4, Membership
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LWVMC board members and leaders learn about League
bylaws, policies and practices to get oriented for the
2009-10 League year. Experienced League member
Sarajane Kennedy led the orientation.

From l. to rt. Brenda Bantz (Nom. Committee), Karen
Jansen (Treas.) Katherine Kane (member), Joann
Kreimendahl (Secretary), Barb Eisenberg (Nom.
Committee), Anne Baynton (eclipsed), Louise Petering
(Pres.), Sue Lindberg (VP), Joanne Barndt (LWVMC Rep to
Milwaukee City Ethics Committee), Mel Bromberg
(Director). Directors Carol Wichmann, Dorothy Dean,
Helga Guequierre & Chris Weber Sponnick, and presenter
Sarajane Kennedy not shown.

LWV-MC officers: L to R, Carol Wichmann (Director), Sue
Lindberg (Vice President), Joann Kreimendahl (Secretary),
Louise Petering (Pres.), Anne Baynton (Director), Mel
Bromberg (Director), Chris Weber Sponnick (Director);
Seated, Karen Jansen (Treasurer). Directors not shown
are Dorothy Dean and Helga Guequierre.



1845N. Farwell Ave., Suite 102
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-273-8683
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

Join the League of Women Voters - Today! Non-partisan, non-profit since 1920!
MilwaukeeCo.Dues[Circle One]: $60Individual $75 Household (2 or moreindividuals) $25Student $25 Limited Income

$100 Sustaining (supports $25memberships) $160 Centennial (supportsaction& activities)

Name__________________________________________________________________HomePhone(_____)__________________

Address ________________________________________________________________ Work Phone(_____)__________________

City_______________________________ WI Zip ________ e-mail ________________________________________________

Website - http://lwvmilwaukee.org Email Address– Info@lwvmilwaukee.org

Involvement [CheckOne]:Active_____ or Supporting______ Interests: Voter Service _____ Lending Practices____ Government _____

International Relations_____ Environment/NaturalResources_____ HealthCare/Social Policy____ Other_____________________

Please Note: Circle your preferredmeansof contact, indicateyour interests& involvement level, andmail this form with your check to the
Leagueof WomenVoters of Mi lwaukeeCounty, P.O. Box 100785, Milwa ukee,WI 53210; OR join online at www.lwvmilwaukee.org.
Tax-deductible contributionsto theLWV Ed Fundmay be directedto the addressabove. Thankyou!

Renewal Reminder

Renew now online at

www.lwvmilwaukee.org

or send check with the

form inside to our office.

®




