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In this issue: 

President’s Message 

 
The LWV Milwaukee Countyʼs program year is off 
to a smashing success. The September Kick-Off 
salad supper was well attended with members 
and guests enjoying great food and conversation. 
Several new members have joined as a result of 
the good time socializing with us. They came to 
us because of our presence in the community, a 
personal invitation from a member or by check-
ing out our web site. Welcome! 
Early October brought several members to Madi-
son for Program Briefing and lunch with our new 
national president, Elisabeth MacNamara. She is a trial lawyer and a dynamic 
speaker and leader. 
Our showing of the film, Ironed Jawed Angels, at Alverno College was a rous-
ing success. Our diverse group of viewers were deeply moved by the film 
about getting the right to vote for women. Thanks to Karen Jansen for urging 
us to show the film.  
I was asked to speak at Lissyʼs Place, a transitional-living home for young, 
adult women. Chris Weber and I shared with them the story of the League, 
the importance of voting and then showed Iron Jawed Angels. 
Our Natural Resources Committee had a successful book discussion and 
helped many community members take the 10-10-10 pledge. 
November and December appear to be equally exciting for us. Election Day, 
November 2nd, will find us all voting and doing Election Night Reporting. We 
have units coming up where we will look at League positions and program. 
We’re calling it, “Where do we go from here?” 
Please be sure to VOTE, find a Unit Meeting close or convenient for you, and 
plan on attending our Winter Social on Sunday, Dec. 5th. 

 

Mary Kae Nelson 

The Voter 
November/December 2010 

The League of Women Voters  
of Milwaukee County 

Calendar 

2 Tue  General Election/Election Night 
Reporting. VOTE 

8  Mon 10 AM International Relations—Great 
Decisions Discussion Group 
“Defense Spending Pro-Con” 
Conference Room, Wauwatosa 
Library 
7635 W North Ave 
Contact: Ned Maxwell, 414-238-
9222 

10 Wed 6 PM Board Meeting 
1845 N Farwell Ave, Milwaukee 
Contact: Mary Kae Nelson, 414-
964-9988 

15 Mon 12 noon Membership Committee 
1845 N Farwell Ave, Milwaukee 

17 Wed  Units: “Where do we go from 
here?” 
Getting to know LWV programs. 
Various times and locations 
Contact: Sue Lindberg, Program 
VP, 414-271-1257. See p. 7 

20 Sat 10:30 Naturalization/New Voter Regis-
tration 
Folk Fair, State Fair Park 
Contact: Dorothy Sherman, 414-
425-9527 or Mary Brod, 262-784-
0372 

21 Sun 3 PM Member Orientation 
See p. 5 for details 

22 Mon 6:30 

PM 

Natural Resources Committee 
Village Center  
(Shorewood Library basement) 
3920 N Murray Ave 
Contact: Helga Guequierre, 414-
225-0460 or Brenda Bantz, 414-
702-0997 

25 Thu  THANKSGIVING 

November 2010 

Calendar continues on  p. 2 

            WINTER SOCIAL  

Joann Barndt, Hostess & Member Joann Barndt, Hostess & Member Joann Barndt, Hostess & Member    

Mark your calendars and invite your friends! Mark your calendars and invite your friends! Mark your calendars and invite your friends!    

Come, Sunday, December 5th, 2Come, Sunday, December 5th, 2Come, Sunday, December 5th, 2---4 PM for festivities with 4 PM for festivities with 4 PM for festivities with 
League friends and guests at Joanne & Michael Barndt’s home, 2950 N. League friends and guests at Joanne & Michael Barndt’s home, 2950 N. League friends and guests at Joanne & Michael Barndt’s home, 2950 N. 
Shepard, Milwaukee, (414 962Shepard, Milwaukee, (414 962Shepard, Milwaukee, (414 962---5634)! 5634)! 5634)!    

We will celebrate our recent accomplishments gathered around a blazing We will celebrate our recent accomplishments gathered around a blazing We will celebrate our recent accomplishments gathered around a blazing 
fireplace, player piano and a table full of holiday goodies and spirits. Join fireplace, player piano and a table full of holiday goodies and spirits. Join fireplace, player piano and a table full of holiday goodies and spirits. Join 
the fun!  the fun!  the fun!     

Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Thanks.Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Thanks.Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Thanks.   Editor’s Note: LWVUS guidelines state that every 

local League should name its bulletin The Voter, so 

we have retired the League Lines title or name. 
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 5 Sun 2-4 PM Holiday Social 
See p.  1 

8 Wed 6 PM Board Meeting 
1845 N Farwell Ave,  Milwau-
kee 
Contact: Mary Kae Nelson, 414-
964-9988 

9   Bulletin articles due 

14 Tue  International Relations—Great 
Decisions Discussion Group 
Holiday  Social and round table 
discussion on Israel 
Contact:  Gloria Weiskotten,  
414-354-9783 or Anne Mor-
rissy, 414-461-1929 

15 Wed  Bill of Rights Day 

17 Fri 9 AM 

11 AM 

1 PM 

3 PM 

Naturalization/New Voter Reg-
istration 
Federal Courthouse 
517 E Wisconsin Ave 
Contacts: Dorothy Sherman,  
414-425-9527 or Mary Brod, 
262-784-0372 

Calendar, cont’d 

December 2010 

Happy Holidays! 

LWV Website 
Dorothy K Dean, Webmaster 

 

Our web site is receiving about 1750 to 2000 visits per month.  People 
can join or renew their memberships online with a credit card.  The 
payment goes through PayPal to protect the credit card privacy of the 
payer but the person does not need a PayPal account to use this fea-
ture.   

I am always looking for other ways that we can use the web site to 
accept payments.  Right now there are two options for donations: by 
check or by PayPal.  In addition, for each individual who contacts us or 
joins, there is an open-ended question asking what issues they care 
about.  All this information goes to Mary Stefaniak and from there to 
the League member who handles the area of interest. 

I am always looking for material to post on the site and especially on 
the calendar.  I need lead time so if you know you have a meeting 
coming up but don't have all the information please let me know any-
way.  I cannot post items that are less than a week in the future.   

Check out the website for back issues of the newsletter and for inter-
esting upcoming events listed on the calendar.  Please give me ideas 
for articles!  Notice that there is a big link to the League's “Vote 411” 
on the front page.  Perfect for the November 2 election. 

Voter Service 

Anne Baynton, Voter Service/Forums 

 

At this time (early Oct.) we are planning to hold a public forum in 
Cudahy for candidates in the U.S. Congressional 4th District 
race. Incumbent U.S.  Rep. Gwen Moore (D) and challenger Dan 
Sebring (R) have agreed to appear.  Because it is League policy 
to invite all ballot-eligible candidates to a forum, an obscure third
-party candidate will also be invited to appear at the event. 

League-sponsored candidate forums follow fairly strict guidelines 
of conduct to ensure   fair, non-partisan, and informative events.  
A well-run forum can provide a unique opportunity for the voting 
public to ask candidates questions and judge them by their re-
sponses. 

For those of you who have access to the Internet, please visit 
the League's national website for a real treasure-trove of infor-
mation about elections, including if and how relevant  candidates 
answered League questionnaires. League-written questionnaires 
are carefully crafted to cover all of the most important issues fac-
ing us today.  This is the kind of in-depth info you will not find in 
newspapers, folks! The website address is: 

                                      www. vote411.org 

WOW! Did you know that one of 

our members appeared in a na-

tional TV show last month? Who 

was it ?  See p. 4 for the answer 

and the link to her debut perfor-

mance. 

The Voter Production Crew 

Anne Creamer, Editor and Layout 

Louise Petering, Advisor 

Barbara Hussin, Proofer 

Contact us at: 

1845 N. Farwell Ave, Ste. 102 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

info@lwvmilwaukee.org 

414-272-8683 

 

http://www.vote411.org
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New Citizen/New Voter 
Dorothy Sherman, Coordinator  
Mary Brod, Board Liaison 
 

We are thrilled to announce that Potawatomi Bingo Casino has given us a grant of $570 to pay for the print-
ing of 3,000 copies of our new Voter’s Guide!  The Casino was glad to assist our efforts to encourage people 
to vote, as this fits with their mission to fund projects that help foster social responsibility and promote com-
munity engagement.  We are most grateful to the Casino for their support.     

The June, July, and August naturalization ceremonies brought 914 new citizens; of these, 353 registered to 
vote. The overall totals represent about 39% of new citizens registering.  The September ceremonies fell in a 
blackout period when we may not register voters, but we did pass out brochures.  Volunteers covering these 
months were Anne Creamer, Donna Fowler, Lorrie Greco, Helga and Dennis Guequierre, Sr. Paula Marie 
Jarosz, Beverly Katter, Audrey Keyes, Joann Kreimendahl, Lois Malawsky, Jayne Miller, Sharon Munson, 
Virginia Sandquist, Dorothy Sherman, Diane Steigerwald, Ruth Snedic, Mary Brod, and Dorothy Sherman.  
In each of these months we distributed about 300 of our new Voter Guides.  The more volunteers we have 
for these ceremonies the more we can register, since the new citizens are encouraged to stay if the lines 
aren’t too long. 

On August 21st Louise Petering, Barbara Overstreet, Lois Malawsky, and Virginia Sandquist staffed a table at 
the Fox Point Farmer’s Market.  They registered one voter and supplied forms to two new Glendale resi-
dents, distributed 4 brochures, and shared at least 30 promotional flyers for the Iron-Jawed Angels fundraiser 
at Alverno on October 9th.   

Dates for the remainder of 2010: 

October 27  -canceled  
November 20    State Fair Park - Folk Fair – time TBA but most likely in the morning  
December 17     9:00        11:00        1:00        3:00  
 
Please contact Dorothy Sherman at 414-425-9527 (Dorothy-Sherman@sbcglobal.net) or Ruth Snedic 414-
771-7690 (ruth9.snedic@milwpc.com).  If you’d like to become a Special Registration Deputy (SRD), please 
contact Mary Brod at 262-784-0372 (mebrod@sbcglobal.net) to be added to the list for the next training ses-
sion. 
 

Election Night Reporting 
Louise Petering, Coordinator 
 
Thirty-one committed and experienced League members and friends helped organize and report primary election re-
sults to Wisconsin Election Service on September 14th!  Thank you for your good work and for donating your time and 
talents on behalf of our League and its bottom line.  Many of you have volunteered to report November 2nd results, so 
a second thanks to you.  It is your dedication, competence and team work that reinforce League’s reputation for 
“making democracy work.”  (Did US Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen Breyer borrow the title for his new book, 
“Making Our Democracy Work,” from the League of Women Voters?  I’d like him to answer that question as keynote at  
our next national convention!)   

A special thanks to the people who have helped 

with  the newsletter mailing for the last two issues: 

Louise Petering, Mary Stefaniak, Beverly Katter, and 

Anita Sorenson. They have also given me great sup-

port in my new role as editor. It’s nice to know how 

many wonderful people are in the League. 

Anne 

mailto:Dorothy-Sherman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rjrsnedic@milwpc.com
mailto:mebrod@sbcglobal.net
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League of Women Voters of Milwaukee Officers 

President Mary Kae Nelson 

VP Program Sue Lindberg 

Secretary Joann Kriemendahl  

Treasurer Sarajane Kennedy  

Letter to the Editor to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
October 25, 2010 

In the interest of fair and open elections, the League of Women Voters has long called for transparent ac-

counting of all campaign monies regardless of their source. The public has the right to know who is financing 

our elections whether it be individuals, corporations, unions, political action groups, interest groups, etc. 

Special interests are spending millions of dollars in this election and it threatens to turn off voters and drown 

out the voices and messages of those individuals running for office. Candidates’ voices and positions on is-

sues are being replaced with a hodge-podge of confusing, often misleading ads! Secret campaign cash financ-

ing these ads should have no place in our American democracy. But we are now seeing huge sums of money 

from secret sources going into campaign advertising, much of it negative advertising that poisons the airways 

and billboards. Because of a recent US Supreme Court decision there are no disclosure requirements, even 

foreign governments and corporations could be funding these ads. We are now seeing the largest campaign 

expenditures in history as organizations accept tens of thousands of dollars from both American and foreign 

sources. Essentially, these organizations are functioning as Political Action Committees (PACs), but without 

having to follow the laws requiring disclosure of their donors. It should come as no surprise that these same 

groups lobbied against the DISCLOSE Act in Congress, which would have stopped manipulation of elections by 

anonymous groups, and prevented the infusion of undercover expenditures. 

These activities are detrimental to our democracy!  Voters deserve to know who is paying for election adver-

tising. The League of Women Voters calls on all candidates to disavow secret advertising and asks our local 

media outlets not to accept ads unless the names of all donors are accurately recorded and made public. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Kae Nelson, President 

League of Women Voter of Milwaukee County 

Lost and Found 
Gloria Weiskotten 

I joined LWV in Moscow, Idaho while we were hosting a 

University student from India.  He was a delightful young 

man and became a member of our family.  When we moved 

to England he suddenly returned to India and we had no 

address for him.  We tried to find him for many years.  Then 

2 days after we returned from New York State in Septem-

ber, we received a phone call from India.  We were reunited 

after 40 years!  Satyendra remembered that I was a League 

member so he e-mailed the LWV and asked about me.  He 

received my phone number from Dorothy Dean and he 

called me.  I am delighted I remained a member of LWV all 

these years to be reunited with Satyendra Tripathi.  

  

Some of us  who stayed up to watch The Daily Show 

with Jon Stewart  after the Kick –Off event on Septem-

ber 15th were shocked to see Chris Weber being inter-

viewed by John Oliver. See the full episode here: http://

www.thedailyshow.com/full-episodes/359151/wed-

september-15-2010-jon-hamm.  

Unfortunately, she didn’t get to meet Jon Hamm! 

http://www.thedailyshow.com/full-episodes/359151/wed-september-15-2010-jon-hamm
http://www.thedailyshow.com/full-episodes/359151/wed-september-15-2010-jon-hamm
http://www.thedailyshow.com/full-episodes/359151/wed-september-15-2010-jon-hamm
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New Member Orientation 
Chris Weber, Membership Chair 

New members, renewing-after-a-lapse members, and long-timers are invited to a Membership Orientation.  
We will discuss League history, mission, vision, plans for the year, opportunities for involvement, and the spe-
cialness of the League of Women Voters. 

Sunday, November 21, 2010 

3:00 p.m. 

Sue Lindberg’s Home 

1325 N. Van Buren #502 

Milwaukee 

Please call Chris Weber at (414) 286-3949 (days) or (414) 535-1197 (evenings, weekends) to RSVP. 

Kick-Off Event 
Chris Weber 

We had a very successful Kick-off event on September 15th at the Lake Park Pavilion.  About 40 members and 
guests were on hand to socialize, enjoy member-contributed salads, veggies, fruits, cookies, cake, wine, 
cheese and more.  President Mary Kae Nelson gave a warm welcome and then we heard from League leaders 
on actions and accomplishments during the previous year and ambitions for the coming year.  Especially to 
note, Sarajane Kennedy spoke of the excitement around the showing of the film Iron Jawed Angels and 
the importance of getting a good turnout to demonstrate to the community how active League is.  Helga 
Guequierre told us of the workshops she attended at the National Convention in Atlanta.  With lingering ex-
citement of the event she told us of side bar discussions and lobbying.  Mel Bromberg informed us of plans to 
apply to National League to be a site for visiting foreigners examining American ways of governance and civil 
life.  We are a very busy (and interesting) League! 

All the more reason to JOIN OR RENEW. 

Iron Jawed Angels Update 

About 50 people enjoyed the movie Iron Jawed An-
gels at Alverno College on October 9.  Dr. John Sav-
agian, head of the history department at Alverno, led 
a spirited discussion of the film. He provided slides of 
some of the key people and events. There was great 
interest in showing the film to other groups. People 
were excited to learn more about the fight for wom-
en’s right to vote. Then the question became---what 
should we do now? 
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The League Takes Action 

Ruth Snedic, Chair 

At the national level, League members were again asked to call our legislators to ask for action on 
the Disclose Act to protect elections from being controlled by special interest monies.  But unfortu-
nately the Disclose Act isn't going anywhere now with elections coming up.   

We also asked for comprehensive energy legislation, but that legislation is stalled as well. 

Transit issues are always of importance to our League members and we still are fighting for dedicat-

ed funding in the form of RTA's (Regional Transit Authorities). This legislation has still not passed. 

The Milwaukee County Transit System is in dire need of more funding since there have been cuts 

called for in every budget.  We will have to keep fighting.   

Issues Briefing & 90th Anniversary Luncheon 

Anne Creamer, Editor 

Three League members (Mary Kae, Sue Lindberg and myself) 
attended “Issues Briefing & 90th Anniversary Luncheon” in 
Madison on October 2nd. It was a beautiful day and we shared 
a very interesting and enjoyable ride, thanks to our combined 
exquisitely-tuned sense of direction:) 

Bob Lang, director of the Legislative Fiscal Bureau, gave an 
overview of the state budget process and how citizens can 
provide input, and then we broke out into concurrent ses-
sions. I found the session on “Badger Care & the Implementa-
tion of Health Care Reform in Wisconsin” very informative. 
The presenters, Michael Jacob and Jon Peacock, described 
how Badger Care and Badger Care Plus have significantly in-
creased coverage in the state, and that unlike most other 
states, Wisconsin has a program to cover childless adults, who 
are often left out of the equation. They then gave an overview on how the federal Affordable Care Act (aka 
“ObamaCare”) will impact Wisconsin. They estimate that by 2014 the percent of our state’s uninsured will 
drop from 16% to 6%; that Medicare reimbursement rates will be more equitable; and that funding will in-
crease for student dental care. 

Carolyn Castore, LWV Milwaukee, and Ellen Rosborough of the LaCrosse League, gave an excellent session on 
“Transparency in Elections,” which included an overview of the LWVWI Election Observer Program. But the 
highlight of the day was meeting Elisabeth MacNamara, LWVUS President. She is a dynamic speaker and 
gave an excellent synopsis of the League’s history and of her vision of the League going forward.  

The program was filmed by Wisconsin Eye and can be viewed at: http://www.wiseye.org/
wisEye_programming/archives-conf_conv.html 

3ÕÅ ,ÉÎÄÂÅÒÇȟ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ 0ÅÔÅÒÉÎÇȟ %ÌÉÓÁÂÅÔÈ 

-ÁÃ.ÁÍÁÒÁȟ -ÁÒÙ +ÁÅ .ÅÌÓÏÎȟ !ÎÎÅ #ÒÅÁÍÅÒ 

http://www.wiseye.org/wisEye_programming/archives-conf_conv.html
http://www.wiseye.org/wisEye_programming/archives-conf_conv.html
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Growing the LWV 

 Louise Petering, LWV WI Ed Network, Membership 
Recruitment Initiative (MRI), State Coordinator  

In 2006 the national League began a pilot project to sup-
port five local Leagues in an effort to increase member-
ship.  National League worked with those selected locals 
and their state Leagues to develop skills that would lead 
to membership and leadership growth.  The pilot resulted 
in net growth and at the same time spread League’s repu-
tation as a trustworthy, go-to-it-for-fairness organization.  

Building on that success, national League has gradually 
expanded the program into the National Coaching Team 
(also called Ruth S. Shur Fellows after a long-time League 
member), and in 2009-10 our state board put in a bid to 
join the program.  We were accepted and it was time to 
organize here in Wisconsin! 

Having experienced the success that caring, competent, 
team players brought to our League, and having become 
a director on the WI League board, I decided 
“membership” would be my niche.  So I volunteered for 
the job of working on MRI.  With the support of our state 
League board and national League and coach, the Wis-
consin MRI began with a call for local Leagues to apply for 
an October 1 & 2 training. 

From the 13 applications received, it became abundantly 
clear that Leagues around the state wanted to spread the 
benefits of League membership in their local communi-
ties.  Five evaluators selected six Leagues for the first 
round of the MRI in Wisconsin; round two next year will 
likely include the others who applied.   

What makes this program stand out is teamwork.  The 
staffs of the state and national Leagues, our national Shur 
coach, and my two partner coaches here in Wisconsin, 
Peggy Cox from the Winnebago area and Vonna Pitel 
from Ozuakee County work together smoothly as we co-
ordinate to build the League.  

Peggy, Vonna and I share many skills while comple-
menting one another. Overarching that is our mutual be-
lief in Leagues’ mission to build better communities by 
fostering informed and active citizen advocacy on public 
policy issues that affect our collective quality of life.  The 
state board is cheering the three of us on; Andrea and 
Laurel at the state office gladly help when needed; a team 
of 3 staff at the national League are readily available and 
provide us with critical material support (electronic & oth-
er); and our national coach, Florence Hedeen, keeps us on 
track as we work together to build Leagues in Appleton, 
Beloit, Greater Green Bay, Manitowoc, Whitewater, and 
the Winnebago area.  By coordinating our efforts we ex-
pect to grow the Leagues in Wisconsin! 

November Unit Meetings—Where Do We Go From Here? 

Historically, many members would say that unit meetings are the backbone of the League.  Units are a place where 
you come to learn, discuss, contemplate, share, vent when needed and to socialize.  Units are a place where one 
comes to develop personal relationships while learning and growing in the League.  After getting fired up about our 
past while watching Iron Jawed Angels, our topic for this unit is, “Where Do We Go from Here?” 

Our kick-off Unit meetings this year will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 17th. 

Afternoon Unit - West 1:15 p.m. 
St. Matthew’s Church 

1615 Wauwatosa Ave. 

Contact: Gloria Weiskotten, 414 354-9783 

Evening Unit-West 7:00 p.m. 
Natalie Kleman’s home 

8801 West Oklahoma Avenue 

Contact: Ruth Snedic 414 771-7690 
 Evening Unit - Eastside- North Shore 6:30 p.m. 
Shorewood Village Center 

(below the Shorewood Library) 

3920 North Murray Avenue 

Contact: Barb Hussin 414 351-0819 

Find a unit that works for you and join in the excitement of belonging to the LWV! Our Future  
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Join Up!  Join In! Join the League of Women Voters - Today! 

Non-partisan, non-profit since 1920! 

Where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement and leaders are actively 

engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels.  

Website  -  http://lwvmilwaukee.org  Email Address—Info@lwvmilwaukee.org 
 
Milwaukee County Dues (Circle One): 
 
$65 Individual                $90 Household (2 or more persons)          $25 Student         $25 Limited Income 

 

$100 (supports $25 memberships)            $165 Centennial (supports action & activities) 

 
Name _________________________________________________Home Phone (_____)__________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________Work /Cell Phone (_____)____________ 
 
City_______________________________ WI Zip ________  e-mail____________________________ 
 
Interests:  Voter Service ____ Lending Practices ____ Government ____ 
International Relations _____Environment/Natural Resources/Water ____ 
Health Care/Social Policy____Other___________________ 

Please complete this form and  mail it with your check to: The League of Women Voters of Milwaukee Coun-

ty 1845 N. Farwell Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53202;  

OR join online at: http//lwvmilwaukee.org. Tax-deductible contributions to the LWV Ed Fund may be directed 

to the address above. Thank you! 

The League of Women Voters 
Of Milwaukee County 

1845 N Farwell Ave, Ste 102 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-273-8683 

info@lwvmilwaukee.org 

http://lwvmilwaukee.org 

Join Up! 

Join In! 

http://lwvmilwaukee.org/
mailto:Info@lwvmilwaukee.org

